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,ÙhIe fuiture. 1 therefore call first upon that old and trasted servant r.* longest
standing we have, Mr. Miliard, from Vionna.

Mrfi. EDWAIRD MILLARD : Mýy Lord, this is a year of jubilee. I think
that it is just flfty years ago since the continental agency of this Society arose ;
and 1 think there devolves upon mne an lboueur, of whicli 1 fel entirely Uni-
iworthy, of being the oldest foreign Agent of the Bible Society. The con-
sequence is this, that - rerneinher xnauy of the beginnings of tho Society.-
not quite the first beginning. Stili, 1 remeniber some of the begitinings. 1
have 8een the beginning of colportage in connection with the îvork of this So-
ciety. V9heni I wçût out in the year 1847 our venerable Agent Dr. Pinker-
ton, then working in Germnany, did not see bis way to eniploy this agzency. 1
suppose the time ivas not corne ; but the Comniittee, rernenibering wvhat the
success of the Sot_. «y ]îad been in Belgium and Holland, wished to, try tho
thing in Germany, and sent me there to try to begin the -%ork of colportage.
At that time there wvas a laws forbidding the hawking of books in Gerrnany,
and 1 hiad to begin with two men whô -%vent about, being qualitied as coin-
niercial travellers, and they dia a good work. Then caine the year 1848, the
year of revolution. It opened ihe Governments eyes, -muid in the beginningy
of 1849 there was an order issued hy the Goverumnent c-f Berlini, openiug up
the way of colportage. Colporteur lias been added to colporteur, iiitil 1
think there, are now somne 300 in the central parts of Europe ; mien, humble
and ri-inple in their %vork, but invaluable in Nvhat they effýeet. If Iadd to the
aixty colporteurs engagea in my agency (whieh is the Austrian) anothor sixty
employed by rny dear friend Mr. Davies of Berlin, and si-s-y miore by Mr.
Mionod, there are 180 already. Thien inii taly and Spain, Belgium and [l-
land, 1 think there îvould be in round nunibers 300 muen engaged as colpor-
teurs by this Society, a class cf workers, 1 think, prc.ty iveli equal to those,
cf any of our great religieus or muissionary institutions now active in England.

1 renienber the beginning cf some of the Society's versions. Just imagine,
if it be possilile, that by sonie magie influence ail the Bibles in this happy
land vanishiecs ail at once-no Bible in the closet, ne Bible iii the family, no
Bible ini the pulpit. Weil, it is a thing you cannot realize, but it is ust the
thing that we find abroad on the Continent. That is just the state ii wvhicz'
we find the people. Net altegether though :if yoiir Bibles wero a.' gone te-
day, yen would be sure iii a fewv days te have plenty again. 111.9s vu heard
that they can print a Bible in twenty.four heours iii this counitry at the Oxford
Press. But the difficulty for us is that not only are there no Bibles te read,
but there are no Bibles traiLaed. There is ne translation in many roun-
tries. It lias been my happincas te see the beginning cf the. translation cf
the Bible into the Servian, the Siavoniian, and other lancruages-iiot that the
Bible is already fuliy completed in them yet, but we are stili engaged in this
grpat aud blessed îvork. Ohi whiat a great thing it is that, we are able in ail
these languages, in which f<rinerly the WVord cf God ivas utterly unknown, te
give it te the people in their own inother tongue

I have seen the begiiuning, of the first Russ Bible, and 1 ivili take the liberty
cf mentiening tlîis to illustratt. how very kind and gracions God is, in Ris
providence, guiding the agencies of this great institution. Mr. Nicolsen at
St. Petersburg, lookiug,, at the vast nunînber of Jtws, proposed te print an edi-
tion cf the .Russ Oid Testament. " Weil," said 1, Ilif wve print a Ruass Bible
fur the Jews, svhy net print a Russ Bible for- Onristians 1 " Thereliad neyer
been a conîplete Russ Bibilo, but thiere had been portion r. I ivas fnlly aware
of the circiinistance that I should net be allewed te imnport, these lZass Bibles
into Russia : they did net allbw any Bibles te be irnported except those
printed bY thoir owvn Syno,-d. But I thought, as a great omany Russiana came
iato (3erinany e.nd other parts cf Europe, ive xuight perhapa supply Bibles te
(hem thc re. When I proposed this, I did net exactly kucis what I ivas do-
ing, but God knew, and it was scarcely twe months after 1 had cornpleec the
fimat edition that the Tn-rl<o-Ruissian iv4, broke eut ; and if 1 was net aIlo' led
to %end these ten thousiand Bibles into Russia, the Russiaus caule sud fetcohed


