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OUTR MOTHER TONG11E.

(Prorm a Lcctitrc byiwRcv. Dr. Edgcù-, qf Ecifù:si.)

This is'a very unpretending title, but thera w-ere manty very haxppy associ-
ations connected -v'ith it; and the vi-ords of every tongue hadl a permanence
and force fe'w ever thought of. It ivas fromi the words used to express ideas
that one man formed his estimate of the character of anth-r ; and who could
telibut that, everyword uttered by every mau since the creation -.vent with the
cu=-reits of the air, and were viritten thereon in one continuons stresm- in a
manner that would be le.-ible to angelie eyeswxheu the great records of eternity
were unféddedi A.fter giving, soxue examnples of enipatic wi-ordls-words whilch
froin their very sound told their ow~n maeaning-Dr. Edgar gave sonmc beautiful
a forcible ilustraztions of the uses of zertain wvords in assisting a nation in

leu-nivr its in history, inasmuch as the language cf a nation undeîioent a
change coeval v.ith the changes in a nation's history Among others, the
leF-rwr inztanced IIos,""cr, and "ccaif " as Saxon w-ords, and rihich
Étfl rztaincd their original xneaniu-g; but nori they hzd "bzef"I and Ilveal"
-Normnan £od-hagd romn "ca.I" and Ileau"' because their Norman

'Ipm.ts madle the Sa-Xon roear t1ic cuttie uintil they riore fit for use, rihen
thzy savcà themr the troull of killing therc and of course had c. riglit tto

chnethe ninef, when tk-e animal changcd orn r. «&Pi " an "bacon"
rzra bûth Saxoin word2, 'but thtri as becezuse whon they had kl tle pie
t7arey -;--t laec ta cat IL. The riurds "perc'"( na ho eut his t'L±iuib


