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Saxon Shore, to defcnd those regions; but as the power of Romie
dveliined the audacity of t'le Saxons increased, their expeditions
bL'camLe more freciuent, their dcsc'cnts more destructive, In 4149
Heligist and I-o~asucceedcd iii effrecting a setflemcent ou the coast
Of l3ritain. Vortegern a B3ritish prince availcd himniself of this
ivarlike band to repel the incursions of the Picts and Scots. Rcceiv-
in- Kent for tleir services, successive bands attracted by flhc good
fortune of thcir compatriots. settled likewise in the country. Iut-
pelled by thieir natural f2rocity and goadcd on by the stubborn
resistanet- of thec natives, the Saxons showed theniselves sueh merci-
less enemies tLat at the end of a century the ]3ritishi rate w~as con-
fincd to the inounitains of W ales and the mnaritimie district--- of Corui-
ivalJ. The J3ritons in tlîeir distress selit the folloiin hitter to
Actinis tlî"îx Governor of :Romn Gaul: "To Aetius, niow- consul
for ilie third tinie; the groanus of the Brituns. The barbaîriains drive
us to the sva, thir sea ihirows lis baekz o1 the~ barbarians; tlius two
mîodes of deatx awaii. us; wuc are either sflain or rcw d.'As fihe
Saxons advaîîccd they estalldwd-t indeplen(lnt king-doixs, -%ich
iiiuiiilieýr(.l seven and wcvre kinown as the Heptareliv. These *.vcre
absorbed intci ou in the iîithll enitury under Egbcert of WTessex-
Froin this date until tue iniddle of flhe eleventli enutury the Danes
endeavored to treat the Saxons as these latter hiad treated thi native
Britons and the history of the Aniglo-Sqaxonl 11nozîarchy preuSonts but
,a cofsdand inelaucholy pieture of incursions alid re.sistance.
The greatesi monument of- the Anl-aosis Beowulf, froin the
haine of its l]iera. It is the oldest eic poin of the Teutoici race and

affords valuable insighit into the eharacteristies of thie age. li it
we look upon the scenuery with wlfichi these tribes wi-re fainiliar;
ive arc broughlt face to face wmith their hopes and fe.ans. thir ideas
of duty, their nianuer of regarding life audie -waîy they took their
e-xit frouîî it- 'Mucli of the information glealed froin this pocut
varies froui tlîat given uis by Tae.itus and Cacsar and we arc pleascd
ta hrigh hten the picture alrczady drawn by such un lluîxesis inlodel
as BL'owtllf, the grvat prototype of King Alfred. The~ gelerous
grief of his pec.pile, ignoring gold and je-ls ii Ille thoughit of the
greatei- lxeasîîî-e theci ]îad lost, the neinoial on the ]ow~ eliJi, whielh
Nwould cause evecry returingi mariner ta steer a straighit course ta
harbour ii fihe reinenbraxce of his dlead hiero; and the pure poetrýy
whiiehi marlis evex'y noble Iiue, raises the chief already described
otherwise hy Tacitus to the position of a hiero and a, mnodel lu the
literature of the Nvoî-ld we wilI fîxd no otixer such picture of ai
brave mni s dcatli- Sa wce sec that those carly sea-kings Nverc a
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