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speeles frant their holloiv excavatcdl ln a dead
_Ipine. Thay rosted upon rotten wcod amti bark.

~jThe Nortliarn Three.toed Waodpockcr (3) is
P4'a fiue bird and difflrs fri» inost althers cf the

Sfauntly lu having a lenion-yolicw croBt or patclijon the crawn. The upper part cf tho bird is
Pjat.blaok; undor parts, wvbitc.

The Downy and llairy Waodpeckers are
~.peck1ed black aud ivite, and the males bave
tvotmlllan or scarlot crawn patohes. ln bath
euaes tho males alone 8110w the colora mn-

Îtioned. Theso birds are of great service iu
1 preserving aur foreats ond archards frai» the
ravages of iuseote, audt althou8h the littie

ý Donny spacies lias been calod Ilthea ap.
* suoker," and waa at one tiane accused of "egird.

ling"I and killiug fruit trees, hi l nais gener.
* alIy uchnosvledgcd ta ha amangst aur moat
ýaotive and useful inseotivoraus birds.

S The Shrikin alid the Sparrow.
'~The follasving reanarke by Dr. Coues, relative

kta aur Shriko and the Englieh Sparrow, we en.
dorse most heartily, and we do net know et
anothOr Ornithologiat Whio is able ta e.xpresh
au opinion se tharaugbly baoked up by aotiial

*field cxperience. lie ivrites:
ilNay, Mare, the Shrika is entitled tu Our

sPecial thanksand maat favorable conaider-
Aation for his intarfèence in our behaif agaiuat

'jthe bird-pest of the country- the Eurepean
SSparrew. In taking caunsal wlth heraeif tha^,

she niight riglit the balance of lier forces, Na-
ture-...which we se fatucusly interfered witb
wbeva tha Sparrow madness seized us, sha be.
thought herseif cf the Shrikes, and ini ler ami
mysterious w&y shte suumoned tiiese truaty
allies ta lier aid. The Shrikes, nothing lotit,
ivent riglit ta workp snd moere abating the
nuisance vary perceptibly when 'i3ostonese'
idioey coufranted thain aud cut short their
rigliteous ivarfare. M1e» shot them down iu
tho vary acts cf destroying Sparrows afiar Spar-
rais'; at eacli murderous diacharge of the gun

j~ a noble Shrike was znartyred ini doing bis beet
for tha goodcf tha camiunity. Idenotknorr

J who was responsibla for this outrage. I hope
i thant it was meraly the blunder of semae iguor.

sait uuderling, flot iustigated by any ane pro.
fessing te ha en Ornithologist." Hear1 Hiear 1
And Dr. Canes is rigLit. Canada could hardly
de a wiser thiaù, as fur us the Sparraw plague
-for plague it is-iB cancerned, than support
a calony cf Shrike.-Ed.

langed by thie Neck-Cuirous

n thovercl ing iornice of a brick bonse
onthe corner cf Eighty-fifth streat and Laxing
tnAvenue a number of sparrows have built
terneats and bave made -very conifortabla

littl haines. This evening while sitting at ur
ivindaw, directly apposite, iva discavered quita
a commotion umong tha littia colony cf spar.
rows under the copin. * ad tahing a careful
viain 1»rder ta find cut the causa cf tha
trouble, and with the aid cf an opera gla, we
discovered one of the littie sparrows hanging
by the neck by means of a amal» *thraad, whioh

was attachat ta seoithltg above, lemiug a
fais' iuches cf thse string in plain sIghtL Theo
ather littia birds wero ini a terrible ataite cf ex-
citemeut ovar tira accident, and were trying
all file neains within, their power taeoXtricata
their companlon, but thay avidently did net
randeatund the force cf attraotion and gravita.
tien, as in thoir offerts ta frec thair Campau.
ion they ivouid sonietirnes twe nt once liglit an
lis body, and vvauld pick lit tic string abave,
but in daing se thay gave the additions! ivaight
s'hich ail thse turne ivas drawing an the neck cf
tha littie sutliérer. But we flnally hlld ta give
up laoI<ing nt theri, as thse shades cf evening
%vers closing arauud us, aud ta liii» aise, poar
littie fallowi, as ho soened by this tins a te h
quite dead. IVe -suppose that lu carrying up
materal for uest-niaking they took up tis
string, svith, the aboya resuit. Wa would glaîi-
iy have released him, but it %vas flot in aur
powver ta de se. Wa are sjîeculstiasg in regard

1.ta tisa case wiscther or no it nsay nat hava
been a case cf suicide caused by jalousy, or
crassed ln loe by a star» parent, or sortie tain.
ily troubles. But aur final verdict was that It
ivas a case cf accidental death as aboya des.
cribed.

Freiaeh Field îlfiee.

Darwin's noir fainiliar parade, tirat the fer-
tilization cf certain fiowers inay dapena upon
thse nunsber af cats iu their ucighbbhd, lias
an illustration nowin l France, svhara it may
aven ba carried a step further. Aray observer
%Yhe knova the Frenchi rural districts irela
mu8t ne struck by tIc immense nuaner ai
nsjuRa hales ivhich snay be sean la, sain, places.
The surface of the graund ut tianes lias quite the
appearance cf a netwark cf littIe burraivs
whcre iL would ha impossible for ana of the
field becs required for the fortilization cf Mr.
Darwmn's flairera ta fiud a secura spot for its.
uest. la the departanent of the Aisne alona it
bas just been calculatod by a épecial conimis-
sica that these field mica have cost the Ihin.
ers ne lesi tIsai thirteen mille»n francs The
ciniate seins te be especlally favorable ta
thesa creatures; aud the population belng
sparse, the nuniber cf cats ia feus', and the,
mica increase aud multiply bcyond belief. j
Arsenic haie hec», tried in the opa»; but the
haras anid rabbits get killed first, and neir the
plan adopted is ta construct heapa or amal
stacks ofs8traw, te which thc mice resart in
myriads. These heaps are placedpartly beloir
thse level of the grauud and securaly pscked
and cavered in, baing firat, stored ivitI poison.
ed beet-root, turnipsand carraIs. This plan
isasaid ta ba iuccoediug iveil, asd irithaut
han» ta thse haras sud rabbits.-Pal .Atall Ga.
zcet

-April bas givan us thundar and lightning,
wmnd sdemis, and eows sdormis in Canada; aud
in thse United States--not fair frein us.-Earili.
quakes. In auw flrst issue ef the BuLsavriN, vie
pradicted le valoanie disturbancesl' fer thse
present yaar an tho North Amerlos»n Continent.

hila h% 114)t NveasI)ur.
I uvili briefly lidicate tie thaeriomntria rea-

ttres, Bay nt a central position liko Alliiad.
In Jauury the indoar teinperaiture will reauci
ita mninuni, parilas standing nt l'afty-foar
doegmes. Thie risc iai very graduaI, aud Sets
int tia "aiglilies" tauvard thae middla cf
Mardi; whleaî steady nat aiglitytliv degreas
punikahe became necsaRty. Aboyia tnsty
dogroes thoboat is oppressive, aud ut ninety-
Ciave dogmees honiibly fia. This la geaîerally tIhe
teimperatura durng tho luli Isotireen tise uoon-
accuis. lai exceptional years 1 hava kuairu
î.iilowsand sheats ta ba nncarufartably baot,
requining sprinkling irithi vater; aind 1 sirnflar-
ly retired ta reat in dreaschl inglt cctieL,.
But thse hot ireather la mcrcifully interrupted
hy two remarkable incteorological placuomena.
First, nt its commencement via have aliaost
nlways vicient halstornis, ivhich boeeiiaily
ccl tise air, aud thon ut its sema ira bave
those very remarkable eittical dust-steîîîîs,
ushacl iprebe arebi liféand vagor ail arauud.

L&me descuabe anc. Nature seea snbdued
undt r bhe grca L lest, and a iu absoluta repoze.
Net the faintoat breath is thora te coa-x thse
faintest mavemaunt la the leavos: silence pre.
vails, for aven thc gurrulou8 croira can't cair
becausa their besks are ivide open te asast
respiration. Suddenly the irelcome cry is
heard, IITufan at» 1 1 (A stari» ia coming 1 sud
the lieuse servants rush in te) close ail doora.
Auxicus te uvibucas the magnificence cf the
alipraachin- star», yen remns eut ta brava it,
aud seau fuel its approtchaàug breats an yaur
eheck. Lioking te %vindnard yau Fee a blatk
clouid îapproaching, and before iL leaves and
sticks> hites sud crobvs clrciarag arouud in wid
confusion. Yeu noir hear iis oas' wahile, rapt
an admniratien, yen are enveloî,ed an ils grinsy
usanîlo, and have te look ta your footing lu
resisting fury; sud tis as ne jokie, for ayes,
aaostriIs, and ears are clonded uvrt dust. As
tIsa blst approaclies yau way sec a flash cf
iightuing and hear is clip of thundor, sud
thon feal1 tile henvy cold rasa drops uvhscî
sparsely fail araund. Daa-knees black as
Erebus surrouads you, darkucss avhich itearaliy
Mnay ba fuit, fâr Cloud:$ of dui Occassun IL; asnd
if you aie uvithin dooasigit, presails, rcquariug
tise light;ng of lumps. Thse stonzn passes, lighit
raturns, and yen find everything begrianmed
iritli dust. Every door la nais' Ilroir» open te
admit tho ceai, ozono-charged air, svhich yen
eagerly inhale witi ditnted nestrils, sud féed
that yen hava aecus cd aifresali eus cf existence.

CaUXsuaUS, 0., Apnil IO.-The Clevernar lias
designated Apnul 27tîh for the pltiutang asf forest
trees i Ohio, by the roadsides sud in graves
atout hornes. le reconsmeuds thse formation
cf forestry sociaties.

-A, cool and iweteummnsais aimost invariably
fellowed by a cold and atormy %vintar ; and a
muggy sud nsoist susinjor by an open autunn
sud jate 8etting-iu cf wintE.,%-but cf caurse
threra are a number cf cthar points that re.
quise ta be considcxed in conssection with
these conditions ini ecd instance.


