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11astot anb pe~ople*
TUE PUREST PEARL.

Beside the cburcb door, a-weary and lone,
A blind woman sat an the cold door stone;
The wind was bitter, tbe snow feul fast,
And a mocking voice in the fitfül blast,
Seemed ever ta echo ber moaning cry,
As sbe begged ber aims of the passers-by;
"6Have pity on me, have pity, 1 pray,
My back is bent and my bair is gray."

The beils wcre ringing thbe bour of prayer,
And many good people were gatbering tbere,
But cavered witb furs and mantles warm,
They burried past tbrough the wintry stormn.

Some werc boping their souls to save,
And,- some were tbinking ai death and the

gr-ave,
And, alas!1 tbcy had no ime ta heed
The poor soul asking for cbarity's need;
And sorne were bioaming witb beauty's grace,
But cioselyrnuffled in veils ai lace;
Tbey saw flot the sorrow, nor beard flot the

moan,
0f ber wbo sat on the cold door stone.

At last came anc ai a noble name,
By the city counted the wealtbiest dame,
And tbe pearîs that over ber neck werc strung
Sbe proudly there ta the bcggar flung.

Then foiiowed a maiden young and fair,
Adorfled with cbarms ai golden bair ;
But ber dress was thin and scanty and warn,
Not even tbe beggar seemed marc torlorn,
Witb a tearful look and a pitying sigb,
She whispered softly, " No jcwels bave 1-
But I give you my prayers, good fritnd," said

3be,
"And surely I know God listens ta me."

On the poor white baud, sa sbrunken and
amail,

%The blind woman feit a ttar drap fail,
Then kissed iL and said ta the weeping girl,
"IL is you wba bave given the purest pearI'

RE-SPECTJA G ELDERS.

Do the wok of an evangelist; fulfil thy ministry.'

The bousing, cIotbing,, and feeding of the
poor are the ieast difficuit of the elder's duties.
But th--se wcil periormcd open the way for bis
spiritual work and wili make that the casier.
For the eider is the eiect messenger of the
Cburch ta bis allotted district, and is there
'the glary ai Christ," the daily familiar ex-

ample, that bis dtock imitate even as be imi-
taLcs Christ. He cherishes and guides tbem,
taking upon bimscif for love's sake, sa far as
in hirn lies, the burden ai their sins and sor-
rows, ai their redemption and sanctification.

".Fine words," we say in aur hcarts, "in a
prayer or a Sunday sermon tbey sound very
pretty, these cloudy sanctities ; but tbey are
surely not ta be pressed upan us literaliy as a
regular, practical, every-day tbing ? Thce
' counseis ai perfection' are flot for us." 0f
course none ai us are so sbocking as La soeak
in this way, any mare than we wauld dcny
that Christ rose tram the dead or that He wiii
anc day judge us. But I cannot be convinced
Lat'many af us believe the anc or the otherr
Wei, I do mean every word ai that para4raph
ta be descriptive ai eacb eider. One may be
very far tram tbat ideal and yet be a truc
eider, but flot sa if he do flot buager and
thirst for it, and strain ater i.

1 shahl now mention very briefiy a few ways
in wbicb he may, I tbink, fulfil this pqrL of bis
rninistry. But ail that I would urge is really
stated in effect in Paul's pastoral letters La
Titus and Timothy, the thougbttui and earnest
study ai wbich I respectfuliy recômmend ta

drcn, intelliectuai and spiritual, he 'lgives
out»" Sa iL cornes that a child hears in

là and Sunday school about an immartal-
ity of joy and an immortality of woe, and is
told that the choice of bis destiny lies with
himself', the present chooeing being the one
vital thing ; and then he hears not a whisper
of ail this for six days (nor during the whole
seven days, except in church). He notices
witb wonder that bis parents do not seemn at
ail affccted by the impending fate, nor, in-
deed, consciaus of any mementaus issues in
lIte. Gradually the Christ story becornes un-
real, and the child's religiaus impressions are,
like his parents', feit only in churcb, and re-
ligion is a cloudy affair apart from the reali-
tics of life. Even family worship is disre-
garded. One wonld tbink that whatever else
was neglected, a Christian would regard daily
family worship as au imperative necessity
both for himsclf and for bis- children, and the
absence af it wholiy inexcusable. Have we
less to teach than, the ancient Israelites ?
How precious ta them were their " beggarly
elernents ! -" These words which 1 com-
mand thee this day shahl be upon thy heart,
and tbou shaît teach them diligently to thy
children, and shaît tallc of them when thou
sittest in thine house, and when thou walkest
by the way, wben thou liest down and when
thou risest Up ; and thou shait bind themn for
a sign upon thine hand, and they shaîl be for
froctlets between thine eyes, and thou shalt
write tbem upon the door-posts of thy bouse
atid upon tby gates." But we have changed
ail that. Wben our law deais witb tbe matter
it is prohibitive only-" Thou shait not teacb
tbem in thy scbools ;" and as soon as we get
from under the"sbadow of the steeple we are
sbame-faced at the mention of religion, eitber,
I suppose, because we have so littie belief in
it, or because wc practise it so littie. It has
become in the higbest degree improper for
anyonie except the minister to speak of reli-
gion unless at a meeting duiy convened for
that purpose.

Here then is the elder's first work : He
sbould neyer cease bis efforts until ini every
famiiy of bis district there is an altar set up,
and daily, earncst reading and warship there.
Every father can spare at ieast one-balf hour
every day for that purpose-if he cannot be
will, doubtless, one day spare much else. For
the illiterate, the diffident, or the duli, the
eider sbould furnish, if necessary, proper
forms of prayer, and himself occasionally, as
an example, conduct the family meeting. The
cbildren should have. tbeir part in this by
reading and reciting verses learned and re-
peating part of the prayer. It is the clder's
business to maintain in ail the homes the
sincerity and power of these family meetings.

Then there is the Sabbath schooi and the
Sabbath question generaily to take hoid of.
Very little is made, I tbink, of the ten or
twelve waking bours of Sabbatb. Here is
one-seventh ot our lite consecrated not to rest
merely, but tu the contemplation af heaveniy
things and to spiritual activity. Here is a

ime when we may quietiy consider tbe issues
of lite, and realize, undisturbed by the pressure
of this world's concernis, the great tacts of our
religion and teach tbem ta our chiidren.
Certainly a part of every Sunday sbould be
devoted by parents to tbe earnest teacbing of
their cbildren, and the Sunday scbool lesson
should be made as important as the weeic-day
schooi lesson. It would be strange if au
earnest eider could not work a reform hbere.
We * are not indifferent ta mur truest good
wben it is cieariy and forcibiy piaced before

gard ta troublesome childrén or good chil-
dren, for tbat mater, but only, of course
when tbe parents are disposed ta seek sucb
aid. 1 know of at least anc case wben the

practical belp of the minister in the case of a
troublesome boy was'a great boon ; and I
cannot sec why the eider, or minister should
not be the person to turn to in such aflairs.
Of course it is flot to be expected tbat the
eIder, merely by virtue of bis office, will gain
sucb a status. He must be a wise mai2, a
69man of Gad," ta use a goad phrase. Then
the eider shouid be a person given to bospi-
tality. His home shouid be a pleoisant place,
the centre ai helpiulness, wbere ali bis flock
are sure of a welcome, and sure of sympathy
and belp. " The elder's bouse " would tbus
become benevolently conspicuous ; and it
would graduaily gather about itself, and be
sanctified by the associations and mernaries
which endear and baliow ta a faithfui people
the manse of a truc minister, wbich endear
and ballow ta the people' any borne where the
bearts af the dweilers know that " the wealth
af a man 15 the number ai things be loves and
blesses, is loved and blessed by."

The elders wouid find it necessary ta meet
irequently in council ta discuss ways and
means, and for study and worsbip. An
eIders' district meeting heid at différent
bouses wouid be of great value ; for at such
small informnai gatberings be would bave op-
portunities ta urge upon bis fiock their religi-
ous and moral duties, and, in a mare friendly
and personal way than can be donc in church
or generai prayer-mccting, set forth what
these duties are. Wc bear plenty of gen-
eralities: wc lcnow âll the virtues and beati-
tudes by rote ; but it is often very puzzling
ta the best men bow ta regard this and that
act, this and that course of conduct in busi-
ness or social lite. Customi, or selfishness,
and aur duil moral sense bide troni us the
moral quality of many acts. Thus we bave
ordinarily good men defcnding and practising
smuggliag, bribery, under-payment of employ.
ces, the taking as mach as possible in ex.
change for as littie as possible, selling of adul-
tcrated goods, and innumerable trade deceits
and injustices. It i5 precisely these specific
matters that are left uotouched. Sa these
meetings, presided over by the " wisest man, "
wbo knows business life vould bc flot only for
worship, but for the interchange of ideas, and
for instruction concerning the conduct of lufe
in the family and in business. Had I ime 1
sbould dwell upon the neccssity for rcform in
business life even among church members ;
we are calling good tvil and cvii good. Truc
honesty is bardiy believed in by men wba
know the world. 1 was much laugbed at the
otber day by sanie men because I spoke of
trusting ta a paintcr's bonesty. " Wherc will
you geL an bonest painter ?" I was asked.
1 affirm that this loosencss exists among
cburch people in good repute as much as
elsewbcre, if we cxcept a little group ai faith-
fui disciples. There is crying need for the'
eidcr's work and influence in cannection with
business etbics. Then, these meetings would
be a means of getting the poor ta church. A
prominent minister of onr town said the otbcr
day that one-third of our population, at a low
estimate, attended no place ai worship. Is it
the churches or the people that arc at fault?
Tbe.best ways'of conducting the family meet-
ings couid also be discussed ; and it might be
found a good plan La have the same lessons,
etc., eacb day hrougbout the district. This
wouid be a bond af union.

It would flot mucb matter, I think, if the
present weckiy prayer-mectinp7. where wcget
tbc.very, very dry crumbs from the Sunday

given a few details flot as matured plans, but

mereiy as suggestions, and ta fil out the
picture bere and there. It is, ai course, un-
derstood that the miuistcr is thraughout re-
gardcd as the chiet eider, the pramoter ai ail
this activity, the colonel in the regiment, the
Lrst in the council chamber and the first In
the field, the guide àand inspirer ai bis men,
and wbat the minister is La bis eiders, the
eIders arc to tbeir respective flacks. W. H. M.

GET OUT 0F TH'E RUTS.

The worid bas its toals, and tbey arc sharp.
She bas introduccd zeal and metbod inta ail
ber industries, and the diversified occupations,
utilizing the labar ai strang and weak alike,
bave doubied and redoubied tbe,amount pro-
duced over aid systenis. The man wbo courts
succcss in business- to-day must work in bar-
mony with tbe spirit and demands af the
times.

One rut, into wbich the church is ever
dropping, is its failure ta perceive this Iaw ai
development, wbich is so charactcristic ai the
buman race. Tbe eternai principles of rigbt
may and do continue the same tbraugh every
period ; but the means of applying tbe anc
truc gospel must undergo constant changes,
and sbould lead the imes rather than be led
biy tbem. There is no question ta-day about
the gospel. 'How ta apply that gospel, in
order ta convcrt and christianize the people,
is the anc burning quesLion of the day. Low
,ensatianal metbods are unnecessary, for
Messrs. Moody and Milîs bave proved that
tact by averflow meetings, pervaded by the
spirit ai prayer, and directed by skillui leader.
ship, wberc tbousands are bcbng brought ta
Christ. Each pastar must select for bimnself
the means ta get the people before bum. He
cari be assurcd, however, tbat ippn-cburch.
gaers will flot attend witbout personal invita-
tions and witbout some other stimulus than
slecpy echoes. Among other ruts iiqto whicb
the churcb bas failen, are : First, a lack ai
gospel preacbing' in. city churches, and second,
a iack ai proper arganizatian ai Christian
farces in village and country. You may piead
that these ruts are due ta naturai circumstan-
ces, yct wbat rut is flot ? They bave been
aiiowed ta graw deeper and more traublesame
evcry year, and wiii continue so until a united
effort is made ta geL out ai theni and kcep
out. Wberever the evangeiists bave gane in
the city, and at the same ime ubing the pre-
sent Christian organizations, a great ingather-
ing af souls bas been* the resuit. 'roo many
churches forge thtat succcss is only attained
when the two factors, gospel and arganizatian,
go hand in hand. Get more gospel inio city
churches with their present organizatian, and
we shah bhear ai great revivais. Gct mare or-
ganizatian into village and country cbu'-cbes,
and morc churcb funds wiii be saved for
orcign fields, and more warking Christians
wili be the resuit. The iast great rut is the
failure ai individuai churcb rnembers ta live a
Christian lite. Tbey are selflsb or inhospita.
bic, or disbonest. Notbiag so disgusts the
average outsider as a mean cburcb-goer, and
they, uareasonabiy, ai course, cry out against
the wbole body ai believers. With good
reason, bowevcr, do they takeç a mean profess-
ing Cbristian ta task. This rut breaks down
and dcstroys the effect ai more gospel preach-
ing than anyJhing cisc. If every man, wben he
joined the cburcb, wouid keep a vaw, that be
would flot be outdone in kind deeds by a non-

wiil be mistaken.é
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