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FoREiGN, missionaries resident ini japan are
noWv granted passports ta reside outside af foreîgn
conlcessIion, an the graund that they are "cemployed
in Church work "-a concession wvhich has hitherta
been giveli only ta teachers. Coming at this time
it indicates a speciai appreciatiail on the part ai the
japanese Gavernment af the beneficial influence ai
the missionaries.

TIIF New York Indepu'ndc'ut says: Thie decision
af the Supreme Court uphiolding the constitution-
ality a1 the Wilson Original Package Act is very
grateful ta the friends ai Prohibition. The cause
h-,s suffered many discouraging defeats, and it is
good ta know that the principle bas been so band-
somely vineicated by aur court ai last resort. "X'e
trembling souls fresb courage take."

TuF E stablislied Presbytery af Glasgowvlias
just published a report on the boLial condition oi
the poor *il that city. It ret.ammends tbe confer-
ring ai large poweïs on the corporation ta close
insanitary bouses and campel landiords ta niake
houses habitable ; the formation ai an association
for the purchase and reconstruction ai existing
tenemnents that are insanitary and out af repairi
and the campulsory relegation af the incurrigibly
idie and dissolute ta labour colonies.

Tuw repart af the General Manager ai the' Do-
minion Building and Loan Association %vas present-
ed at the first annuai meeting, held in Toronto an
the 27th ult. Dr. B3urns, the president, in an ad-
dress, defended the Association fromn some asper-
sions ta which it had been subjected. The report
of the auditors shows that there is a balance in the
company's favour ai $î 5,354.58, and that it holds
securities against bnans ta the value af $ 104,200.
The Hon. G. W. Ross rsplied ta the vote ai thanks
to the directors and officers.

Tu1 printing ai the Scriptures in the Russian
I anue is a monapoly ai the Holy Synad. Rus-

sian ibles printed elsewhere than in the Synods
printing offices are confiscatcd, should the police
hear ai their existence. As the Apocryphal books
are an integrai part af the Synad's Bible, it follows
tht the numeraus bodhes of Russian Dissenters,
%îho consider these bocks uncanonical, are debarred
fromn having a Bible ta their iiking. Many ai tbem
nake shift witb the Bible in Bulgarian, a cagnate
language ta Russian, whicb may be imported for the
use ai the ]3ulgarian colonists.

WITrIIN the last few months the Russian Gov-
mnment have caused mare Jews ta join the Chris-

tian Church than ail the Jewish sacieties that have
£ver existed. The Russian newspapers assert that
over 5ooao Israelites bave jained the Orthoda.\
sands Cliurch within a vear, and that many thou-

bad ave within the sanie periad embraced Luth-
cranisux. This may al be truc. But wbat are we
ta think oi the means employed ta bring this
about' What are we ta think of a Cburcb who
can boast ai converts lil<e these unfortunate perjured
Jewvs?

PRI-NCIPAL RAINY presided and gave a short
Rddress at an anti-opium demonstration in Free
St. Andrew's on a recent Sunday evening. There
"as anly a Moder4tç atçiuance. Professor Lind-
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say made a telling speech, and Dr. Dudgeon, of
l'ehin, a vcry long aonc, under whichi the audience
showed signs of impatience. Dr. Rainy thinks the
ioss to the Indian revenue vhich would result frorn
giving up the opium tratTic could bc macle Zood by
cutting clown extravagant expenditure. Principal
Rainy, as usual, is the life af the Free Churcli As-
sembly. One Saturday, el;pecialiy, he had several
timeq occasion ta pour a little calming oul on troub-
led waters.

TuE series of annual reports wvhich have beer.
prcsented by Canadian Loan and Insurance Com-
panies lias proved the sotind financiai condition of
our country and the rewards wbich are being reaped
by wvisc invcstments and business enterprise and
energy. That of the Ontario Mutual Liue Assur-
ance Company is of the most encouraging kind.
The amounit of assurance affectcd by this Company
is the rcaliy great sum af $13,710,800, and its cash
incarne at the close of the ycar wvas vcry near ta
half a million dollars. Its surplus over liabilities
wvas $134 066- Suchi reports as that of the Ontario
Mutual reflect credit on ail conccrned.

Diz. PlaoCFu ET, of Rame, preachcd ta a largo
congregation in Frc St. Gieorge's, Edinburgh, re-
cently. H-e is an cloquent speaker, and his Englisb
is ncarly perfect. He spake on the preserit state of
religion in Italy, taking as his motta the saying afM achiiavelli If we arec ithout religion wve owe it
ta the Papal Court." Dr. Prochet wvas mucli shocked
at Nlr. Stead's idea that the Pope is the Christian
conscience. Il I have read many foolish things," he
said, " but I neyer happened, ta stumble across any-
thing quite so stupîd. Nothing could show more
clearly howv ignoraist Englibhmen are af the real
state ai matters in Italy."

Tl Il. repart on religion and marais, wvbich wvas
giver. by Mr. Sloan in the Free Church General As-
sembly, and xvas af great lcngth, contaitied much
that wvas wvorth cansideration. The conclusion ai
the committee is that xapon the wvhole, throughout
Scotland generally, the tide ai spiritual lufe bas
been cbbing for some time past. Complaint is
madle af half-day hearing ai the falling off in the
attendance at prayer meetings, and of betting,
much ai which is laid ta football. It is suggested
that boys af a musical turn be early drafted inta
choirs, and'tbat cooking classes bc started ini mis-
s;ion districts, it being clear that much af the indul-
gence in strang drink is duc ta badly-cooked food.

t,1

ON his recent visit ta Smyrna, Mr. Wells, of
Pollakshieids, Glasgow, preached in the Episcopal
Church connected with the B3ritish cansulate, the
clergyman in charge canducting the preliminary
devotional exercises, a rare experience for a Pres-
byterian minister in these days. Mr. Wells alsa ad-
dressed the girls in itie American baarding-school
at Smyrna, wbere he found that they and their
teachers, by an odd coincidence, wcre erxgaged at
the time ai his visit rcading bis latest book, IlRes-
cuers and Rescucd." Mr. Wells received a visit at
Buda-Pest from tlhc Baroness Dercsenyi, who bas
been a very warmn and layai friend ai the Fre
Church mission in that city for fiity years. She
told bim, that slç ow.,es ail her interest in Christian
lieé and work ta bier governess from Edinburgb,
whom in her girlboad she regarded as the madel ai
ail that is gaod.

Cuiuousi,,, enaugh, says a contemporary, Dr.
J3oyd, the retiring ïModerator ai the Estabiished
Chiurch Assembly, preached at St. Giles an much
the samne subject as that chosen by Dr. Brown.
His text was taken from tbe same chapter, 2 Cor.
iv. ilIl This Mýinistry." It wvas rather startiing ta
bear fram Dr. Boyd that in Scotland "«the men are
generaliy better than the Churches; in Engiand
the Churches are flot infrequently better than the
mners." He qualified the remark by saying that in
England the churches were so beautiful that it was
very bard ta be like themn. The new Moderatar,
tir. Macgregar, af St. Cutbbert's, wvas warmnly wei-
comed by the Assembly. The addresses, as usuali
werc maialy complimentary. Reference ivas madle
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ta the death ai Mr. T. G. Murray, who will be
greatly misscd in this year's Assembly. The chici
business af the day wvas tîhe etection ai Sheriff
Clheync as procurator in the roam af Sir Charles
Pearson.

TiiF report ai the Collcpe Committee came up
in the Free Church Assembl>'. There ivas a large
attendance ai memnbers, but as no important discus-
sion wvas expected, the public galleries werc nearly
empty. In prescnting his very satisfactory report,
Dr. Bannerman raised a cheer by rcmarking that
they hoped soon ta do aw.ay witlx the annual col-
lection for calleges. It wvas felt that the calleges
should bc entirciy seli-supporting. Mr. Charles
Guthrie, wvho is ance oi the best speakers in the As-
sembly, seconlded the motion fur the adoption af the
repart. The Rev. T. Crerar, ai Leith, came forward
with an arnendmcnt. I-e thought that there wvere
too many praiessars on the Ccllege Committee.
Considering the nature ai its work, six out ai
tw.-Ive wvas taû large a proportion. Professor Blai-
kie retires this year, and it wvas praposed that Pro-
fessor Duns bc appainted. MAr. Crerar înoved that
some ather name should be substituted. He sug-
gested that ai Mr. jolinston, af Grcenock. A show
af bands wvas then taken, and Mr. Crerar's amend-
ment wvas lost. About eighty members supported
him. The debate lasted three-quarters ai an hour.

TIIL Edinburgh E;'eni1ng Despatc/t states that
the managers af the First Presbyterian Clhurch in
Newv York have rcsolved ta make enquiries about
the Rcv. Jolir Robertson, ai Glasgowv, ith the in-
tention ai givin!ý him a call. I The Church," %vrites
the Nev ''rk correspondent wlio cammunicates
the iniformati on, " bas an interesting history in the
city, but ai late it lias been unfortunate in its minis-
ters, and is at present witbout anc. It is situated
near the foot af Fiftli Avenue, and wvas at anc
time vcry ricli. The %vealthy classes, however,
bave nearly all kit the dovn-town districts and
gonc up ta the marc fashianable quarters ai the
city. Tbis Clîurch, like ail the other down-towvn
places af worsbip, lias suffcred by the ex-ocus ai
the rich people, and its fluiancial condition is not sa
good as it used ta be, but stili, I tbink, zood enaugh
ta tcmpt Mr. Robertson. The salary is $9.000 a
ycar. If lie can be gat t is the Church's intention
ta make it a great centre for the middle-class ai
Presbyterianl clitircligoers, and it is fondly hoped
that Robertson wvil be ta New York what Talmage
is ta Brooklyn. Five out ai six ai the managers
are afixiaus ta have bim, and are prcpared ta go a
few tbousand dollars extra ta get bum."

111E report af the Colonial COmmittee af the
Cburcb ai Scotiand wvas submitted by Rev. A. Wii-
liamsan. The incarne last year WvaS $23,240. New
Zealand is in urgent need af bath men and money,
especialiy in the rural districts. M-r. A. Wallace
Wiliiamson spoke ai the Cburcb in Victoria as un-
dermanned, a iact impressed upon him during bis
recent visit. Next came the report on continental
chaplaincies. Mr. Hunter, ai Fala, called attention
ta the lamentable position ai the Chuirch in having
only anc summier chaplain throughout the 'vbole
continent ai Europe. Aiter this, says the corres-
pondent o! the Chiristian Leader, there appcared
delegates from the Preshyterian Church of Canada,
Dr. Burns, ofiFort Massey Ohurch, Halifax, and Mr.
Munro, of Antiganish, the fornmer aofivbom declarcd
that the union ai the Canadian Preshyterian
Churches, wvhich took place in 1875, had been such
a splendid success that they 'vere urged ta advise
others ta go and do likewisc- -a statement that wvas
follawed by applause. In the mnatter ai army and
navy chaplains congratulation was exp ised over
the passing ai the Marriage Act, 1890, by which
marriages by ministers ai the Cburch ai Scotland
on board Her Majcsty's vessels can no langer bc
questioned. The report an Aids ta Devation,
which wvas submitted by Air. Paton, ai Dumfries,
elicited from Dr. Donald Macleod the remnark that
the diction ai the work was capable of impravement,
and tiat the service wvas toa long. The Moderator
trie-d ta comfort him by pointing out that the iength
wvas oniv a bafau t f the l.ur
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