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Dear Father, 1 have brought my pain ta Thcc,
And given it ail inta Thy tender hand.

StrivinR ta think Thy wisdom wisc for nme,-
Wisdomi my bindness faits ta understand.

And yet my grief bas grawn so dear
1 cannaI give il to Thce .nd irgt;

1 came again, my Father, fuit af (car,
And take it back again ta hurt and fret.

And cr7 sgainst Thy heavcn, I koaw best.
1 cannot, wilii fit, Icave it ail ta Thec.

Oh, hellp me, Lord i 1 need Thy peace and rcst,
Y'ct ini this anc tting Thau hast need ai me.

"Do for me wthat 1 itay ; Thou canst net know
1kow ail my fle is beggared oailis blisa

Shouidst Thau <icny my grent desire; and s,
I pray Thec, take ail cis, but Icave me this.'

0féolish seut ! O weal, uninving hcarî i
That whicb conccrnis thce lie wiit perfect make.

Ta trust unquesianing is ail thy part;
le wil deat gently for His mercy's sake,

LIVINVG EIS7L ES.

11Y REV. J. A. R. DICKSON, Bl D.

A letter in flesb and bload 1 A tetter in a life t A letter
acting aut ait the hidden mystery af îbaught and conviction
and feeling and giariaus purpose t There is samething trans.
cendentty beautiful, renching even ta thc sublime, in sucb a
conception. And such is every truc Christian. Every genu.
mne chitd af God is an e-pistie af Christ. A tetter written by
Jesus ta be read by the cyes of men, and ta be interpreted by
the consciences af men, and ta be sa influential aver the hearts
and witis af men, as ta secure imitation. A iavciy life is a
migbty, cantrolling force. Att lite is magnetic upan human
hearts, cther by way af impulse ta higher and nabier devel-
opments, by way af impulse ta meaner or iess maniy courses.
It ither buiids up or disintegrates, it ither inspires ta warth-
ier activitins or tends ta paths that reach ta ruin. Na man
lîveth ta hiniseif and fia man dicth to himself. Every nman,
therefare, is by the very necessties af bis nature acting mur-
aliy and spiritually upon ail about hlm, either for evii or for
good. He canr.at by any passibiiity escape from this, except
by denuding himself af bis humanity. What a thaught then
is this ta carry about with us 1 We arc like Lcydcn jars,
charged wtb electric farce, ta affect ail wth wbam wecocmte
inta contact. They receive the impression we make, it may
be negative or it may be positive. Na anc cxîsts in a neutral
condition. Me is cther gaod or bad. Christ, the Lard af
men, sab :IlMe that is flot with Me is against Me." Be-
cause men remiaifi undecided regardiag the acceptance af the
gaod, tbcy do nt on that account rz.main undecided coficern-
ing the evil. Whiie they are ini this state ail their influence is
thrown inta the scales èf the evil. They are ministers af evil.
1 daubt not for a moment that many may be fouad wha think
it is othervise. But il is fiat sa. We are ither on anc side
or the other ; for Christ or against him ; working for the up.
buildiugof Mis kingdcm orstriving consciously or uncofisciousty
for its overtbraw.

One af the loveiest characters men can cantemplite is
that af a consistent Christian. He is anc af God's moral
miracles. An argument for the trutb of Christianity that cari-
flot be refuted. A plea for ils adoption that na anc can
resist. A proclamation of its gracious, beneficent, saving in.
fluence, wicb is at once powerful, and prolific of results. A
consistent Christian is a magnificent missionary. Me warks
conviction, and wins conquests without a word. Mis silent
lufe is a searcbing and successful testimany. As William
Cowper sings af Engiand's warrior:

Wolfe, wber'er cce fought,
l'ut se much af bis hcart intois act,
That bis exaniple had a magnts force,
And al wre swift ta follow whom ait lovcd.

Sa migbt we sing af cvery warriar af the Lord. It is flot
proteýsion that acts tbis way, the saying, Il We are the
Lard's ; I but it is in actuaiiy being the Lord's. Mca care
nothing for aur confessions, but they do care for ourconduct,
they care notbing for aur professions, but they do care for aur
practice. They care for the tbing, and flot for the tbeary.
Reality is wbat they require, and rightly sa. It alone reveais
the truth ai the profession. And just as the skitful artist need
flot place beneatb bis painting a description ai what it is,
neither doci a îruly Christiy man nced ta run through the
streets cryîng, 11 I am a Christian 1 I am a Christian 1"

Ail wh looak an himn may sec in hlm the marks af the
Lard Jesus. How thankful we are for ail those wha in Chris-
tcndom are shining like ligts, and bearing about in tbemn-
seives the cicar evidcnces of kinsbip with Christ t May they
be multiplied without number ! But what shall we say ai
those wha in hcathefidam do the saneI Shall not aur praises
rise igber and sweep out in wider circlesi Certainly.

A beautiful instance is given by Professar Henry Drurn-
mond in bis "Tropical Africa." Speaking af ane of bis Afri.
can cortege, named Moolu, be says, " Mission blacks at
Natal and the Cape are a byword imong thc unsympathetic,
but I neyer saw Moolu da an ix onsistent thing. He cauld
neither read nor write ; be knew oniy same dozen wrds in
Engish ; until seven years aga he bad never seen a white
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man; but I could trust him witb cverything I had. He was
flot piaus ; 1 be was neither brigbt nar ctever ; he was a
common-place black ; but hie did bis duty and neyer tld a
lie." WVhat more could be said ? *This surety is eaough, and
is su satisfactory ia every respect. But this just wvartas up the
professer ta recali Ibis charming incident :"lThe firs
nigbt of aur camp, ater ail bad gone ta rest, I emember
being raused by a taw talking. 1 looked out ai my tent ; a
flood af monnlighî lit up the ionst ; and there kneeling on the
ground, was a little group of natives and Moolu in the centre
conducting evening prayens. Evcry night afterwards this
service ivas epeatcd, fia natter bow long the match was, non
baw tired the men." Then Dr. Drummand says : I make
fia comments. But this 1 wilI say-Moolu's lite gave him tbe
right ta do it. Mission reports arc aten said tae bc valuelessa;
they are tess sa than anti-mission reports. 1 belicve ia mis-
siens for anc îhing, because 1 believe in Moolu."

Moolu was an epistie cf Christ, a living epîstle.
Here is another instance, from aur awn land, toucbing the

Red men ai the forest ; given by a credible witness, volunt-
nrily :

I am a member ai a duck-shnooing club, locnted la the
marshcs of Lake St. Clair. Adjoining aur club bouse we
bave a shanty wbere aur punters (Indians from Walpole Is-
land ai the Chippewa tribe) live whilst employed by us. Last
October there were twelve in our party sboating, and anc af
aur number, ance vening, wishing ta speak ta bis punter'
went ta the sbanty door and called ta bis man ; not receiving
a reply, and benring vaices inside, hie opened the door and
found the twelve Indian men and the squaw, whom they have
ta do their cooking, an their knees at evening prayer. These
men belong ta the Englisb Church and ta the Methodists, and
evidently the work aof the missiananies is bearing good fruit.
We find these men wiiing, sober, bonest and truthful. 1 have
neyer beard th=m utter an oath, and thein hancsty 15 wci
attested. Shauld any member teave bis knife or pipe and
tobacco in bis boai when landing at night, his punter witt be
sure ta bring it ii i ta bim, thougb these articles are very tempt-
ing ta Indians."

These instances put ta the btusb miany who have had bei-
ter opportunities af icarning ai Christ, and ai doing bis will.
And they teach us this important tesson, that il does not re-
quire large knawledge ta live boliiy, if we wilanty hc obedi-
cnt ta the trutb we know, by the Holy Spirit. If wc wili but
be truc ta Christ, the itte wc may know becomnes large enough,
and puts us in a pasition ta grow. Knowtedgc gined and
knowlcdge kept for knowtedge's sake dues us no good, save
work oui aur coademnatian. John Williams, wile labauring
ai Raïatea, speaks af the godiy sincerity ai the convertcd
cannibals ; " Tbey ail maintain family worship," lie says,
Iland very many ai them pray privately marning and evening.
On one occasion, a native complained ai the prevaleace ai
evil tbougbts in bis mind, and ai attempts af the cvii spirit ta
make tbem graw there, and observed that wbeui he went ta
pray la the bush on the precediag day, just before lie knelt
dawn, a multitude ai evil thoughts rushed into bis mind, and
lie said within htmself, 'If Satan would approach mne in the
ikencss ai man, I would flgbt witb hi and stane him ta

dcaib' 'Now,' added b; 'aur teachers,is ibis agood îhoughî
or abad thougbi? Tell me that we ail may knaî."'

WVbai a tesîimony ives ike these bear. They are lumin-
ous with the beavenly light of divine grace. They winess a
goad confessian before many witnesses. Hence ibis question
cames home ta us . Are we living episties? Let us seefr grace
ta bc sucli. ________

A REMARKAJJLE OLD MAN.

Evcnybody is spcakîng ai the wondcnful vesatiity and viv-
acity ai that IlGrand Old Man " who, two mnonths ago,
celcbnaied bis cightietb birthday. But perhaps evenybody
does nlot know thai we in Scottand posscss another grand aId
marin l some respects even more wonderfui. Dr. David
Brown 15 naw, I believe, in bis eigbîy-scventh year ; and
yet, thougli it may bc that bis car is a ittie duilita bear, bis
cye is flot dim nor bis natural farce abated. To speak nawa-
days ai Elward Irving scerns ta most of us ta dive int a fa,
dead past, yet here we bave stîli witb us in very neal flesh and
blood, the man wvbo vs bis assistant and fricnd, long before
that Ilgit ai tangues " and aiber aberrations drove hlm
frai the Presbyterian paie. Dr. Brown is net sa widety
knawn as the great IlG.O.M." But a man who was an Ab-
crdeensbire parisb ministen long before the Disruption, wbo
was once ai tbe bead ai a large congregation in the very thick
ai Glasgow (St. james), wba was thea made professer and
naw is Pzincipal ai the Aberdeen Free Coltege, the man wbo
bas written band in band wiîb Canon Fausset that wellt known
Bible commentary, whom every M illenaian bas talked of for
aven foty yeans as author of IlChrist's Second Caming,"I
and wbo sat for yeans la the jenusalem chamben side by side
witb almost ail the mosi iearncd and scholarly divines in
Bitain, revising our English New Testament-that mian must
be known ta fan more than a select few.

Mca werc amazcd ta bear sucb a paîniarcli making s0eto-
quent and scholan-Iike a speech in maving for a cammitte
ta nevise the Confession and its formula at the tast Assembly;
and it ;s oniy a feiv monîlis aga sînce we saw bis name
posted up in buge lettens, announced ta glvc an evangelistic
addness in Mn. Ross' famous tabernacle in the Cowcaddens af
Glasgow. Is thene any aihen nman ai eigbîy-six wbo could
bave donc the sainei? Ail bis friends well know bow keen
and cager is Dr. Bnown's intcnest in ail the currenîs of thougbu
ofita-day ; and none is mare fricndly and sarm-bcartcd ta-
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i wards Young aspirants in thealogy. But 1 must coniess 1 was
tmare than ever struck with the venerable principals wondcr.
Lfui freshness, when 1 chanccd ta ight upon him test week in
1a raitway carrnage ai the Waverley'station in Edinburgh. He

had came ait the way [rom Aberdeen ta attend the Cottege
Camînittce, and was now returning, quite atone, by no means

r oaking as if hie wautd cither ask or necd any assistance. Be-
ifore the train startcd he lied entered upon an cager tatk whicb

lie poured ia a ur willing cars, and which went on uninter-
ruptedly, despite ail the clatter of raiiway cuttings and the

irattle ai wheeis, untit aur station was rcached. Me taid cf
r lthe vcry satisfactory tetter " wbicb had just been read from
Dr. Dods, and spoke mast felingly ai bis love for anc who
hie feit sure wvas a miost earnest believing man. Indeed, se far
as anc can judge, the abave.mcntioned letter ought ta put an
end ta ait the seriaus antagonism ta the bigbiÇ'.estccmed and
cultured, yet af laie sadly imprudent, Prafessor af New Tes-
tament Exegesîs ; and wc bave information iram the miosi
ortbodox circles af the opposition whicb leads us ta thînk it
iit. hat was said about Dr. Bruce vie hardty led at lib.

erty ta repent. Everyone seems ta agrce that the charges
against bimn are far mare seriaus ; a neigbbour in aur carniage
had just bought bis new book, and, as lie cut the pages,
aminausty shook bis head.
t From Dr. Dods the conversation naturally strayed ta Un-

titarians. Like everybady eisc Dr. Brown does neot tbink that
hie or anyane is calted on tu judge wbo are Christians. I Many
af the evangetical Unitarians are mosi devout men." hie sid;
" but ai' ! can say is, their views are net mine. There is my
very dear ad ife-iang friend, Dr. M.rtineau (af almost equai
age). 1 wr-s asked net long aga ta sign the testimonial pro.
sented ta him from mast of the great scboars and divines in
Biltain on the occasinn af his jubilee. But, baving read it,
I said 1 could neot sign it, because af a clause ta whicb Dean

LBradley, ai Westminster, aiseoîoak exception, about religion
standing free from ait bistaricai basis. However, I wrote ta
Dr. Mtartineau myseif, saying hie was weil aware 1 bath ad-
mired and ioved him better far than many af those who iiad
signed. By returfi of post 1 received bis reply, saying, 1 1
don't believe in miechanical inspiration myseif. But bere is
what 1 undersîand by the evangelisîs' plenary inspiration.
Take the account af aur Lord's trial. One false witness
appenred and declared that Christ said, 'I1 will destroy ibis
temple, and in three days 1 witi buitd 't up.' The judge wouid
ask, 'Are you sure à'.*c said that P tbat lie said, 1 will de-
stray and niat destroy this temple?' Yos, 1 amn sure. I
witl swear ta it.' Plenary inspiration wilt make a man sure
even af bis tenses ; but suppasing the judge nsked, 'You are
sure lic said destroy ? Did he fiai say demolish ? Oniy
mechanical inspiration cauid secure accuracy lîke that."' The
dactor did flot add wbether the minister ai Queen's Cross was
futly satisfied.

But naw aur journey's end was reached, and we said a
warmn good-bye, ferventy haping that aur venerable friend
woJd be spared amang us until the Free Churcb's fast ap-
proaching jubilec ; and far langer, plense God.-Eaolai.r
B)zreac, in thte Christian Leader.

T'HE POP ULARITY OF JIERES Y.

There are na disabitities for beresy in these enligbtened
trnes, ither ciïil], social, religiaus, patiticat, or reputational
On the cent rary, it is the quickest route ta greatness. It sz;
the short-cut ta renawn and populanity. The modern heretic
bas ait the glanies ai martyrdam witbaut its sufferings. Mod-
ern culture is papularizing beresy, especially.irî religion. If a
minister in tbese days is dui, stupid and unattractive, and
cannat induce peaple ta came and lîsten ta bis instaiment
tàf platitudes, Jet hlm give forth some af the I ideabs" Ilo
modern Ilculchab," annouince hiniseli an advanced "Ibtink-
ah," give vent ta a few hereticai apinions which wilt bring
bim mbt rebeltion against tbecocnstituted autbonîty af bis
cburch, and bis reputatian is made. The depleted exchequer
will suddenty swell, the cmpt", pews wilt fi11 up, the aisles and
vacant seats wili be cailed i.ita requisîtian ta accammodate
the increasing multitudes who dock ta bear the bero ai heresy.
If lic speaks at a public meeting bis rising is a signal !or a per-
fect ovation ai applause, such as onty a prince or waniar chief-
tain migbu expect. Thc newspapers are ail in bis favour;
tbey eulogize hlm ns a persecutezl man who is flçting for
liberty, and exhaust the dictionary suppty ai bitter expletives
ta characterize bis apponients, who are narraw, bigated, bypo-
critical, and evenytbing bail. It at once naises a man ta, na-
tional impartance, and gives hlm a national reputation.

If a man can only get up a good bercsy case now-a-days
,his fortune is made. He necd fiai bc biliant, or !Profound, or
scholarly, or loquent, or specialty attractive, but oniy eccen-
tric and heretical. A man now bas only ta declane bimself an
evolutionist, contradict the Mosaic account of the creation and
the fat, deny tbat Moses wnotc the Peatateucli, affirm that tbe
inspiration ai Isaiab and Paul was the saine in kind and
anly diffenent in degree ta that ai Shakespeare and Tenny-
son, affirmi the incarnation and the resurnection are flot bis-
taric realities, but nbetorical draperies ta ittustrate the idea ai
the indweling af God in mian, and the rising ai mani intoaa
new lifé-let bîm do ait these or a ny anc af theni, and men
wiii tbrow their bats into the air and shout tbemselves boarse
in bis glorification. The newspapers at any rate witt espouse
bis cause and advertisc bu gnatuitousty ail aver the world.
Who would fel1e ini the nîneteenth century and bc a herc-
tic.?-Christian E-vangelist.


