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SOMfE POINTS'- ABOUT THE CF.NE
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i arn giad ta know, my son, abuat you are a commis-
sioner ta the General Assembiv. rhis ouglut to bc a
good Assembiy fur young meni uho desîre t0 takle
a band in the prnceedings. A cansîderable nîaîîîber
ai the mare promanent aid niembers aie going across
the Atlantic, and Halifax as 100 far away for sorne
others ta attend. Tîte coast wli bie fatirly cicar fut
the younger men and any anibitious meniber who lias
a consunîng ambition ta make an ass of hiinseli waii
probably have a favourable appartunity.

1 wouid tlle ta give you a icw points on saine
questions that are !îkely to corne up, su tAlas you may
contribute your quota ta the proceedangs. 1 hope you
wvill neyer be known as anc of the mnembers who bob
up an evcrv question. St.11. if yon cait contribute
anything worth hcaring you should do so. litere as
a golden mean bctween the sulent member and the in-
flated bore tvhco thinks the worid and ali that as there-
in were created for the special purpose ai listening ta
bîmta. ao

Very likely, my son, somethîng may bc saidabu
how far the Assembly shonld go in urging Presbyter-
sans ta support ihe Scott Act and kindred measures ai
moral reform. Vou nced tnt gave yourseî( any %vorry
on that poins. The people rnay be depended on to
drav the line themselves. If tbey have confidence
in a law, and believe it to be a gond tbang they uval!
vote for il witbaut any instructions from the Central
Assembiy. If they bave no confidence in it and be-
lieve the iaw dues harm they wili vote agatnst aî nt)
matter what the Assembly may say. The Vresbytez-
tans of Huron and Bruce kncw quête %vel thas .the
.Assembly urgeai them ta vote for the Si oit Act, but
in hntndreds, if nos thousands, thev voted ai douwn.
presbyterîans have a queer habit of vuting ab the)
please. It is a way they have. Many af them were
born so. Methodists cati bc driven fike sheep to the
polis, but Prcsbytertan people seldum take kindiy tu
dring. They kic.k lîke fury if yau try to iay on the
lash.

Tliose estcemed gentlemen wluo ratsed shîs ques.
lion in thc Toronto Presbysery wvere pmabably thinkang
about the princîple ai the tbîng. They wanted the
Char 4 ta do wvhat tbey thaught was st.ripturai. ut
possîbiy 'they %vere tbînking about the position in
wvhich the Churc.b as placed iwben the Supreme Court
recominends specific legislatton that her nivnl membcrs
and office-bearers vote against in bundreds. They
may have supPsed that si dues tnt int.rease the
spiritual influence ai a Churhl court ta endorse lawb
that ber own people snufl' out at the polis. bo far as
tbc Chnrcb as concerned shese are most important
mnatters, my so-a, but yau need neyer worry yaurseîf
about the liberties and rights ai the peop!e. li on
need nos pose as a champion for the popular rîghts
on thîs question. The people cani take came ai them-
selves

Na daubt You wili hear a gond report from thue
Sabbath Observance Commattce. WVhen the fathers,
and breibren have cxhausted thcrnsclves on raaîwa)s
and steamnboats, you risc an your place, any son, ,and
modestly ask .1 the Assembiy as in favant uf holding
Scott Act meetings aon Sabbiath as the Sabbath schaou
hour or any other boni. A.51 saine af the commis-
sioners fmom Toronto what lhcy think about that
Sabbath Meeting that used ta bc heid in the Pavilion
in Toronto iast autumi to5 promoate the ciccîton ai Mur.
Rogers. Ask thc fathers and bretbren if thcy think
the Scott Act was much hclpcd in the lait: consests
by mcc.îirîgs htld an Methodast Churches on babbathu
evenings-rmcttlugs that thinned out many ut aur
own Churches, lcssencd aur collections and certainly
did flot promote the spirisualisy ai the people. Put
these questions gcntly, rny son, for sanie ai the corn-
missianers-May have been at these meetings. If any
memnber rise and says the Scott Act %=a greatly
helped oy these meetings, just medestly atL hîm
wi.ere the betp came in. When the Assembly as dis-
cusuing shîs great question af .eabbatb Observance,
try ta bring thue court down ta soamçthîng smatler
%ban lte Grand Trunk f,,ailway.

en 0aittbî py son, ygpq ýil1 lica sotnrtluing about

te aggressive potirer and carporate vote of the Crstho-
lic Churcli. Thas ha. aht right. The Cttotic Chnrch
wîli bear watching, Corporate votes F.re the banc ai
Canada. There aughi ta be na Catholic vote, or
Orange vote, or Frenchu vote, or Miethodlst vote, or
i'rcsbytçrian vote, or corparate vote ai any kînd.
WVhen sonie of! the cloquent brethren etant ioudiy
abouît the influence that the Catbolic Churcb exercises
uCie out numerous governiments, yon risc quietly, my
son, and ask if the fathers and brctbren have ever
he.urd of a nu.n being made a jndge becanise hc %vas a
MNethodist. If tlîis assemhly has a sprinkting ai live
men from Ontario, they w1ll put in sorte mild ap-
platusc there. Whcn the applause subsides, ask if
anybody cirer beard in thesc latter days ai a nman bc-
ing made a iabinet minister, partly becanse hc %vas a
Metiiodist. Tha' uili bring the hanse, if the hanse
knoiws as mu-Ju as il shoutd knowv. Whca o'rder is
estored, asît bow il came that the Baptists got a

,-h.irter faf their un;versity irorm the Ontario Legisla.
turc, as the vemy time the Minister ai Education was
putt.ng thraugh his Schemc for University Federa-
tion. Tell the Assenibiy, my son, that theme may
c.usmy be corporate vases besides the carpaorate vote
af the Catholic Church.

If any proposais are trade ta ask, Prcsbylerianelec-
tors how they vote an certain questions, you risc and
modestly rcmark that voling is donc by ballot in this
,. untrv. The ver,' abject of the ballot is ta pre vent
enquiries ai that kind.

Some other day 1 may g.vc yon soure further in-
bttuctions. Mleantime master these points, and bc
ready ta use them At the right tiie.

THE CH(/RCH AND PROHI1'.TiON

'MR. EDITORo,-In looking aver some of the rcý.
ports of Prebhyscries and Synods 1 sec they have
taken suLh a sîrong stand on Prohibition that I wauld
imke ta know wbhere they gel their support or proof foi;
i. Assurediy not in she Bible$ for is teachcth the
iuderate use ai ai that Gad bas given us and bolds
as responsable for thc same , wbereas if oathers pass
iaivs compelling you ta such a caurse, il does awvay
witb your right af private judgment and responsi
biîiy, and sets aside the teaching ai the Word,
-Les every man be iuiiy persuadcd in bis oivn mnd "

(Ram. xiv. 5 ; i Car. x. 25-27), but the porUliian
theory as, if wve are persuaded, wve wiIl campel yan
iwhether you th.nk il is right or wrang, wbich, if
carried out to the tîîmost, would be a most despotic and
syrannai.al thing, nat approved af in the Word ai God.

-Let nos him that taleth despise him shat eaîesh
tnt, and les no, him wbkbh talth judgc faim that
cateth r.ot, fai God reccived him. W~ho art thon'
ahat judgest another man's servant." (lR0m. xiv. 3,4.

Is appears plain ta me that prohibition was neyer
inended , if it bad been, sorte provision would have
been made to that end, but there is nolhing ai the
land. In Gera. ix. .zo, 21, "And Noah began ta bc an
husbanadman, and hc planted a vineyard, and bc
draiuk tîuc uine and was drunken." But aithough
directly under the direction ai Gad Himsclf, be wvas
nos forbidden tatake it again. This is the first men-
tion ive have ai wine. The next is in Gen. xiv. i8.
- eihzcde-, king of Salem, brought forth bread

and wine, and lie %vas prîcst ai the most high Gud ,
and bc blessed Abram of tuc most high God." Here
wvc find itl aong uvith bread, which lte most higoted
pruhtlbitîontsl tises, and in similar connections lhcy are
foundi ncarly aitt he lime. In the Scriptures uvine is
mentioncd 242 lianes5, anid aiso drink 413 limes wiih
oniy turee prohibitions, viz.: That ta, the priests aiter
:Nadab and Abihu, on going inso due Tabernacle, the
Nazairites and ta oatbcrs flot la use it ta excess.

These three are the only re-strictions I find ini the
whale Bible. 'We next find in Gen. xix. 32-34, the
case ai Las -a mass agpg-..tvated case,-and yet hie is
nsld nos ta take it again. We nae have in Gen.

xx~viii. 25 -28, the instance of Jacob, another bad case,
bringing Isaac. bis savoury meas and wine ta drink;
and in verse 37, "WVith corn and uine bave I snstained
hum." And inGen.xlix,we have 'vine menlioned figura
tîveiy in reicrence ta the promisedSaviour. IniExxxix.
the use ai winc witb the temple service, and in Lev.
ix, the first prohibition, CIDo flot drink wine natr sîrang
drink, thon, tnt thy sons with îhee, when ye go mbt the
Tabernacle af the Cdongregation, lest ye die : it
sa aat bc a statute farever tbrougitout your genera-
lions." Lçv. ix, ta, 4%n4 thAlye inay puý q ciifTer.

ence bctiveen lîoly andà unhioly, and betwecn unrICQ
and cleannY The restriction here establishes the trt,,
dom elsewlîerc and at other times. lit Numbers,,'
3 20, Ive have the Case Ofthei NaZarite and as i 4
former, the restriction and freedom, the one tonfrâ
ing and establishitng tic oîlîej In Dent. x.13
ive have God's promise on account of obedience, 'loi
thc corn and wine for man, and grass for cattie, thn
thon mayest cat nnd be full." In this ive h
threc things promised, two of wbicli prohibition»,
would wil!ingly have plenty, corn nnd grass, vw1y
flot the %vine? God places them together. 1101
daring of mani ta separate 1 In Dent. xii 32, Il!
Almighty, knowing the perversity of fallen nilg
vvarfls hirn of the ver' livrai be ià doing toda,,
"Thou shait nos add thereto i.3r dirninish fromn't
whbat 1 coniand." In Deut xiv. 24 26, wve h;at
what these modern rbariscs would cati nnwarrâzl.'
abile liberty, to buy wine or strong drink the sanie,
for taxera or for shccp or whatsoever they desitti
"And thou sh ilt eat these before the Lo rd tby rAd,
a.îd thon shilt rejnice, thou and thine housho!V
Aiso Dent. xv. t.4, in freeing thase that hall baera i«j
in the seventit ycar, they wverc to bc furnisbed l!bean
Ciaut of the floor, the flock and wvinepress af thm
%%htretith the Lord thy Cod bath blessed thce, tboq
shait give tbcm.", '

Dent. xxviii. 15, 39. AI the blessing for obediet
so the punishiment cornes iih disobedience <'T1
shaht carry match seed out fusa sby field, and ilu
gather but luttle in." "Thon shalt plant vincjar,>
and drcss them, but shall nesther drink af winc ne
gather thegrapes ;" and Isa. lxii. 8, 9, containsap*.
mise to the Jews of blessing, afier their returc $
their awn land. Yet asters in Israti appea»
ignorant af the things of God as those in the days d
the Saviaur. '«How cani these things be ?» liq
desecrate tbeir pulpits by prrarh;ng prohibition, W
siander God's servants ivhoc are banest enougb aS!
brave enough ta derlare the wvhole counicil ai U~
One, from wvhorn ive might expert better thing% to2
his Bible class that snch a preacher was the ageu
ai the ciil anc How avful wben thc light lhant hài
one is darkness ; and how great is that darknsu
Lokl ît l'sa c;vto 15f these are only a few samp!u
among the .many tb at inight be cited. Prov *E ç
to, " Honour the Lord wvuth thy substance," II Sa sWa
thy barns bc flIIed with plenty, and thy presses bru
ont %villa ne"' %vine " Eccle. ix. ," Eat thy breadwiul
jay and darink tby wine with a merry heart, for U~
now accepteth thy works' WVhat, "being mtný.
drinking -.vine." jer. xxxi a z a most wonderful vcxtit
1 wonld like ta knn%% if aur modern teachers bal-
tirer se il. ' Wvoi?d advise tFem ta lookr at if taf
get the Ministcr of Education ta exclude il Etc
the Scriptnre lessons taught in aur public scboA
because it wvould rintradict thase nuoderna traditionsl
lessons for which they thanked him sr, mnrh at Oti
Sound. Hist-ory wonld only be repeaîing itseif «f
aid, these traditions rontradirîed the WVord of U~
Jael ii. iS, 27and iii. î8,the bessing. Amosv tr,km
the punishment the wine taken auvay ; to-day sn
are doing «aIt they cani ta take il away. And A=t
ix. 14, proinised alter their retnrn as a blessing U~
Micab vi. 15, punishment. Also Zeph. i. 13, hereia
in the other places, along with ot}aer tbings, eitherhà
the giving or withholdirg There is no selecting ti
-as the better, and another as the womse. la is att
ta garbie God's WVord ; that is 'vhat the evil ane d

In Zcch. ix. 17, we have p wonderful predicîimil
what should coame, tri pass and bas came ta p3à
Corn shall make yonng meni cheerful, and ncwéti
the maids.

Out moderms tel! us that the spirit ai the ?ie,
Testament is for prohibition. Let ns ex-amine ak
texts. 11att. xv. -,, 2o, the Saviaurbere says - JniÜ
do they worship ile, tenching for doctrines thece
mandmnents ai men. "cNat that wvhicb goeth mb to
moùth defileth a man, but that which cameth out cfà
moutb, tbis defileth a man ; and are ye also, yetiý3
ont understarading. Do not yit yet understandf.
whatsoever entereth in at the mnuth goeth icto ti
beliy afid is cast out into the draught ? But tbl
things which procccd ont ai' the mouth conteW
tromn tue beart and thcy defile the dnr."> " Fdra*
ai the heart procecdl evil thoughts, murders, adulirris
fornlications, thefts, falsew'itness These are the th
which defilea mia n.» MNat. vii. 16-ig, <'Ye "
know tbem by their fruits. Dotnengalber grapS
%bîorous, or figs of thisties i"! IlA good treç çýnot.


