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At this uie, it wvas intended bc slîould sîîidy %villa
bais uncle, the late William Tassie, C.E., ai Elil
Lodge, coancyoetDublin, a gentleman of higlh charac-
ter, w~ho was for forty yenrs cluief engiiîeer af tht city
ai Dublin; but, as lie land a decidcd disinclin:iîion
for that profession, tht idca ivas nbaiîdoned. The
chari -and ircedoin ai Canadian iféueas it wns tiien
presented ta the Irish people, and the sonmewîatt
altcred circuanstances ai the faîuiily, led his ratlier to
came ta Caî1Zi-: ini 1831- lie settlcd on the fainily
lioniestead knowa as Golden HllI, Nelson. But lie-
fore ienving lreland, Dr. Tassie mnarriecl Sarah,
daughter ai the lait Mr. ilam ornDublii, and
granddaughter ai 'Mr. Peter alurichell, ai Kilteel
Castle, cotînty af Kilclare. H-e %torked )lard in tel
buickwoolis for a timne, but as tari lité lad no cliarni
for fai, continued bais studies and untlertnok the
management ai a scbool at Oakville. lie aiterva-rd
became classical master af Hanilton Graminar
Sch)ool],.ad while here becante known as an excellent
teacher.

In iSS3 hie received tht appointinent af icied tias-
ter of Gaît School, which ivas then a very sîuinll and
unknawn institutian. On leaving Hamilton, lie was
presented with a very chaste and costly service ai
silver and a very flattering address. Under Dr.
Tassie and his able staff Gaît School became a Col-
legiate Institute and acquired anational reputation.
Here, for more timon aquarter ofa century, he laboured
with a devation and success that entitles hini ta be
cailed the Arnold ai Canada. During aIl these years,
this school sent forth a Rreat nunîber ai bighly suc-
cessiul mien ta the universities, civil service, laiv
sctoals and commercial %vorîd. We bcîiei'e nothing
has helped ta iorm the national character ai England
so much as ber schois and uniu'ersities ; and ive learn
froni them that their success depends mofe on the
character ai the headmaster or professar than on the
geacral systemn ai education ai the country. Galt Col-
legiate Institute attainedl under ils distinguished
principal such a nanie, that many ai the fnremnst
men amongst us are proud ta say that ihey' were
educated there.

Aiter a lapse af twenty-cigh:t years, Dr. Tassie
severed bis connectian witb the school in which lie
took such pride. He came tao Toronto and remained
for a short time, and finally acceptedi tht position af
principal of Peterborough CoIIeg'iate Instîtute. This
schaol umade marked pragress under harn, and a feel-
ing ai deep regret pervadied tht whole cammunity
wha bis dca-th becanie k-nova. Ht vis a gradualt
of thcuiversity ai Toronto. Ia April, 187 1, Quee-n's
University, KCingston, conferrcd uipon hini tht luonor-
ary degret ai LL.D., a distinction uîobly won. lie
was at oret ime a inember ai the Senatc of thé uni-
versity ai Toronto, and president ai tht Gramuiar
School Teachers'Associatinn.

In scitoo) he iras thorough. a strict disciplinaruan,
and ia carly days aimost a maîtine:, but out ai it.
gracious and kindly ta his boys, à-iduligng ire-
qucatiy -çith theni la a sort ofigrandiose banter, lit
instilledl principlts af virtue and manlincs-.and sternly
deprccated any thing lnw -.indted lie regarded douhi -
fui conversation or allusions as reparchensible as nvcrt
acts of sin, and licîd them ta bc wîcked «and dc.-rad-
ung. Mis interest and pride in bis pupils iollowed
therra througb tife; nothing gratiiung faim mnî;e titan
ta <ontemplate their blamcnless and hor.ourable lives.
Ofaner-vaus a-id sensitive nature, and not .nfrequcntl.,
troubled with grave musgivings as 10 lias au»i pncb
hc ncvcr:belcss presentzd taîthe wvorld, by bheer force
of will and a certain plaise ai manncr, the impressian
ai camplete confidence la himstîf. Tenaciaus or pur-
pose and an indefatigatble ;.vark-cr, wîîli clcaril' dctincd
views on educational matters, hc was pcrli.-ps ia suclu
matters, at dines sonîewhal. intolcrant ai tht opinions
of mn ab'out any -ral 5cholarship, but thîs did tnt
preclude a marked deferencc ta nien ai nient in thecir
own spacre. le "as intensely loyal tnaibc ]triîisli
flag, and, as a Youn.g man, shouldercd is mukeît ia
1838 ; thoughbch admired the c liaracter af Mlackcanzie
and ai:crw.ird bechcved in the justaess ai bais cause
A link with tht past, farniliar with carly Canadian lueé
and wich the history af many (amies ai the old land,
he xnainu.ined with rire fmdtlity and pride, xhirnugh
son -and gmaxdson, tht friendship Ofiearly days. A
rma ai rcmnark-ably fine presenace, ai graciaus aimas:
courtly mnanners, anmd in privat lite :singularly warrn
affections, Le hîved a useful and pure life, ncvcr for.
Stiting at indne4s tçnddecd, but biding from tire

world bls large charity and countlcss acts of self-
deniil. He n'as always a staunch adhcrcnt, and for
imany ycars a mnember, ai our beloved Church. A con-
stant attendant at the Bible class of tais esteenmcd
friend and pastor, Mr. Torrance, hie was a humble
followcr of Christ, anti leit a gond example for ail t0
follow, and a naine ntng Canadinn warthies. WeJ
do not find perfection in nny min, nor indeed need
we look for ilthIis side of the grave, but froin what-
ev'er view we look at Dr. l'assit, whether as a teacher,
a citizen, a iriend or n Christinn gentleman, lus iii-
perfections disappear aniid tht many excellencies
wvhicb adorned hiý lite and character. lie died -at his
residence in Peterborough, on the zist uit. And soit
last lie iouglit rest ai the end ofai n cary joîîrney,
leaving at once a final farcivell and an impression of
bis cliaracter in bis list recluest-" Kîss nme now."

AfISSIONAA RI' MVEETINGS

Mit. EDITOR,-In your issue af the 24tlh uIt. yau
cati attention to the necessity for earnest effort in or-
der ta niake the 1' missionary meeting"' marc intercst-
ing and profitable Zhan it bas been, as a rule, in the
past. Your remarks as ta thc dulncss and slimness
of the average missionary meeting lire, I fear, anly
ton tvell-faunded, and, as this is the season wvhcn
Presbyteries and Sessions usually make arrangements
for the holding ai missianary meetings, I presunie tbat
any practical suggestions bearing upon the subject
will bc in arder.

It sems ta some of us in the eestern part of Ontario
tiat Our Presbyterv (13 rock vil le) h)as, nt least, donc
something taward solving the problem ai making the
inissionary meeting a success, and that the result of
aur effort should bc made public for the encourage-
nment ai others.-

For saine yrars previous to 1885 the understanding
in the Presbytery %vas that eacha session should make
its own arrangements ini the matter. The ouiconie of
tliis was that, in the majority of congregations, no
inissionary meetings were belli. Sermons wîerc
prcacbcd on the subject ni missions iii sone ai the
cangregatirins ; but the result af this systcm, or ra-
ther lack af systeni, was any ihing but satisiactory.
A ycaraga the l>resbytery ton), the whole matter ini
consîderation, and resolved ta make an experiment
for the purpose of deternîining yhether the mission-
ary meeting, as an institution, had autlivcd its useful-
ness, or whether it could still be made a vehicle
ni information and cnthusiasm ta the peuple. Ac-
cordingly, after mature deliberatiion, a sciieniie was
carefully draftcd, prantcdl and circulaied thraughout
the bands.

The instructions of the Prcsbytcry werc carried out
in every distnict. Talc sessions, congregations and
W'oman's Foreign >. sianary Societ:es look a strong
interest in the work, and, a: tic March meeting ci
Presbytery, erveyy minisc-r within the bounds re-
porîed successful meetings, important spiritual resulîs
and a gratiiying increase ai interesi and libcrality on
the part oi the people.

A few wnrds will explaina the details of aur mnodusr
efierandîi(as Judge O'Connor would say). I spcak,
oi course, with mart particular rcicrence ta the flrst
district, althougli the saie systcm %'as followved
tbraughout the Prtsbytery.

i. Wc nmade sure of a deputation-cînpotcd ai
ain equal numbcr af teaching and ruling eide-rs- tuhto
u'nuld work

2. Arrangemients for the meetings %iere made six
wecks before thcy becgan. In the mcantimne we gave
them the widest possible publicîty througli the prcss
by mcans ai posters, and by pulpit tnnouncemcnts on
c'ery Sabbath during the intcrval.

1. We made il a point ta secure the bcst musical
talent in the differint localitics, and hall tht chairs
practising for wccks beiorchand.

4 Ail meetings vert opened punctualyatt our
advertised. The first hali-hour ivas spent in prayer,
]ed, for the înnst part, by laymncn oi the congrcgatian,
-and such rninisters-not on the dcptation,-is hap-
pened ta bc prescnt.

5. The addrcsses w.erc-5reitz(r Na'mana was al-
lowed ta talk asrandoni. Eachmnemberofihe depu-
talion kinew what lie .v.nted ta say and çaid it within
proper lime.

6. Able, practical iû>'»uiz discussedl the subjects ai
Augmentation and Fintpce gen=rlly. The proprieîy
af this arrangçment tnust be apparçait, Paul tels

usaif certain peapîe"wîlaose mouths must be stopped.1
Titis is the way ta do It. Put the layymen iorward on
tht questionis ai inance and Augmentation, and tht
support ai Our lîonoured anti retired veteraîts. Ever
since the meetings wvere belli, in tht first district nt
least, the vaice ai the crank, who croalceth about
49 ministers prenching for inay," lias been lîushed as
in the silence ai tht toamb.

Tht fnregoing is tht result af - lual experiment.
Il is no speculation, il is no nitre thieory ; it lias been
donc. %Vi' lad fi] nmeetings at evtry point, I la nt
a fewv instances wvc lind crovded houîses. In sanie
cases tht miissionary spirit amountcd ta enthusiasni.
It is a statistical tact that the contributions ta nuis-
sions froin the congregations ai tht Presbytery ai
Brockvîtle 'vert lirt y per cent. iii udvance ai tht year
preceding that in %vbich tht meetings were beld. Tht
contributions ta Augmuentation were seventy-îfve per
cent. in advancc.

In the foregoing sciteme there wîas nothing revolu-
tinnary. It wtas tht aid-tinte nuissionary meeting re-
vivcd. Na tricks were played ta catch the popular
car. TIme people were intercsted. Tht speakers
meant business. Bath went int the veork in carnest,
and the result wîas sitisiactary ta ail] conccrned.

There inay bave been speciai rmasons \vhy tht
meetings ivere successil litre, just as there may be
special causes ai failure elsewvhert ; but 1 venture tht
opinion tiait wbere Presbyttrians take the malter up,
resolute.!y and carnestly, there should be no failure.
Let tht missianary meetings become an establisbed
institution; let socials, etc., stand aside in their favour;
let there be an equal number ai lay and mninisteriai
members on tht deputatians, and let mimusters shew
abtat tbey have faiti in tht enterprise, a-id there can
be nofaiilure- There can bc no successfit meeting
where the mniffster talks, ai it as an aatiquated fiction,
-a concomitant ai saddle bngs -and corduroy ronds.
it îs sametisnes urged that as mucit goad cana bt ac-
compiished by preaching nîissioaar sermons oni the
Sabbath as hy tht maissionary. 1 have nothuing ta
say agains: sucb a practice, but aur experience bas
been that something mare is required. Let us have
bath by ail means. Tht people nced information.
Tht people ai Canada- especi aliy tht yaunl; gencra-
tion in towas- are tnt a rending people. Tluey do
rend political news, îvbîch is proper enaugh ; they
rend sporting gassip ; thcy arc toîerably wci posted
in commercial niatters, but, despite aIl the boasting
about thuis enlightcned and intelligent age, it is siniply
appalling how feu, therc are who rend beyond tht
narrow his, I have specified ; and tht number wbo
rend carefualîy the valuiable tacts publisitcd every
%veek with reference ta missions is lirnentably smiall.
To meet thîs case, the inissionary meeting, properly
candu<-ted, is a valuabît institution. It excites in-
terest and becomes a menais ai inupar:îng information,
nand my observation is titat, even as in other tbings,
success is proportioned ta tht zeal and energv with
whuicb tht work, us undertaken.

Tht Presbytery bas adopted the sanie scbemne this
year with augmentedl prospects of success.

G. D. I3AYNE, Pres. Ckerk.
M:orrisôurg. Nole:zèer eS, i8S6.

A coNs,1ilTTFX ai Welsh Liberal members ai Parlia-
nient has been tornied, witb Mr. Richards as presi-
dent, w~hose aim is practicahly ta obia htome rule for
W'alcs Tht ltading planks ai their platot-n are
discstablisliment and discrndowntent ai tht Church,
land reforms and fret edlucation. Tht Scotch homie
rulers wîil itold a canference and mass demonstration

at dinburgh on jnnuary s2. Their plaitiornu urges
tbat rntional legislatures bc granttd ta tht respective
nantionaitics ai tht United Ningdam, each legislnture
ta contraI ail local affairs, wvith no executive respon-
sible only ta the national clectors.

IT is esiîîmated, says thetV-c-.v York Ez'a7gdist,
tbat as niany as 1,5o0 Jeirs Icave tht synagogue for
the Christian Churcit every year, litte and in Europe.
la Vienna nIant, dunng î8SS, z60 Jcws became Chris-
tains. Hcre in New York-, the Rcv. Jacob Freshman
us zcaîausly pushing the saune work. Tht niovement
is nat amang the îowcr classes of Jews, regarded as, a
whole, cither. Tht lcarntdi Proiessor Dehitzscu, of
Leipsic, is said Ia bc inspiring Chtristian effort anîon&
tht Jewish students ai no Iess titan eigbt or rainc of
tht Germait universities, and %vitlla ecourt ging suc-
cess-mnrc titan ,300 of these prornising Young ment
baN'ing ayowce îbeik întercs iV jlç ýMtbs ipcu1çaed,
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