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lands. Ile spoke of his own conversion—and how, when
listening to an earnest address by Mr. Campbell at Pictou
shortly before he went out to India ten years ago, he (Mr.
Murray) felt constrained to devote himself to the service of
the Master. e had been led during the intervening years
to prepare for the mimistry and to offer himself for service in
Central Indha,  Ihs salary s provided by one congregation,
that of St. Paul’s, Montreal. plr. Campbell exhorted his
hearers to be in full sym]talhy with Christ.  He pointed out
the immensity of the field and the scarcity of missionaries,
In Ceatral India, where our missionaries {:\bour. there is a
population of ten milhions, and amang these we have a force
of five missionanes. As many as the whole population of
Nova Scotsa die i those states every year,—die without the
knowledgeof Christ. My, Campbell made a powerful appeal
to the consciences of his heaters, Dr. Bumns bricfly con-
veyed to the mussionanies the earnest good wishes and sym-

athics of the people.  Prayer was oflered by Rev. P M.

forrison, A, Simpson and I, I, McPherson,  Among the
ministers present were De. Todd, of Tarrytown, N. Y.,
Rev. Andrew Wilson {une of our veterans from the West),
Rev. Mr. Snodgrass tsun of D, Snudgrass), and Rev, Mr.
Burnfield, of Brockwille.

The first farewell missionary meeung held in Hahfax
was when Kev. Jubn Geddic and s wife left for the
South Scas in November 1846—nearly thirty-nine years
ago. Dr. Geddic will ever be temembered as the honoured
piouteer of a noble band who have dune service inthe foreign
field. What changes since the 13th of Navemler, 184%!
Our pioncer missivnary travelled over this country, but had
not the advantage of one mile of rarlway. He went to Bos-
ton in cight days through a successiun of terrible storms,
and he had to go round Cape Iorn before getting to the
Pacific. We_have had farewell mectings in Halifax 1n
connection with the departure of Geurge N. Gordon, J. W.
Matheson, Samuel F. Johnston, Donald Mornson, James
Gordon, Joseph Annand and J. W. Mackenzic and Hugh
Robertson, all New Hebrides missionaries ; and John Mor-
ton, Kenneth Grant, Thomas Christie and ] W MacLeod
for Trinidad; and now we have to add the meeting on
Sunday night tobuid farewell to Messts. Campbell and Murray.
If we count the wives of missionaries and other ladies who
have gone into the field, wec find that about farty Presby-
terians have gone from Nova Scotia and Prince Edward
Island to labour in heathen lands.

When Dr. Geddie left us in 1846 the foreign missionary
movement was confined to the *‘ Presbyterian Church of
Nova Scotia.” It gradually extended so as to embrace the
whule' Preshytenan family throughout the Dowmmon. The
chiirch which supported him has become identified with the
Presbytenanism of all Botish America; and the missionary
sprrit which he was the first to kindle by actual personal
enterpnse now finds expression in mussions to Trimdad,
Central India, and lormousa, as well as to the New
Hebrides,

Of the missionaries whom we have sent forth Dr. Geddie,
Mr. andMrs. Matheson, Mr, and Mrs. Johnston, the Gor-
dons, Mr. and Mrs. Morrison ““lic dead on the field of
tattle” -a gallant band uf ten whose budies rest in honoured
graves --whose souls have gonc to God, and whose characters
and names are precious tuthe Church as a stimulus to greater
zeal and selfsacrifice.

While ten are gone and a few have dropped frum the ranks
onaccount of impaired health ur uther reasuns, the majonty
arestillin harness, toiling diligently as the Master directs. 10
When Mr. Geddie left Halifax in 1846 the annual cuntri-
tutions for missions to the heathen Ly the Presbyterians of
British North America amounted to less than $1,000. This
year, 1885, the reccipts amounted probably to $70,000.

nQl{in all the mission work of our Church isina

» Tropeful state, and the interest in it is steadily increas

ing.  Amang the most helpful agencies to-day are the

“Women's Presbyterial Socieries,” which diffuse much in-
formation and collect a large amount of mor.ey.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS. J?\

sesf} ' ) NAAMIAN, THE SYRIAN.  {*Xigs:
Gorozy Text.—% Wash me, and 1 shall be whiter
than snow."—Psalm li. 7.

INTRODUCTION.

= After our last lesson two other iniracles are seported belore

“his. At Gilgal the sons of the prophcts were eating pottage,
with which wild gourds had been mixed. They began to
feel the poisonaus effects, and cried out: ‘¢ Thereis deathin
the pot.” Elisha cast a houdfil of meal into the pot, and
then commanded them to eat.  They did so and found that
Ml injurious qualities were gone—destroyed by miraculous
power.

The qicyt miracle is somewhat similar to our Lord’s, by
\Q{g{lﬂibhsﬁcd 5,000 men, bestdes women and children,
withekve loaves and two small fishes (Joha vi 5, 14). Aman
of Baal-d¢halisha brought the man of God twenty loaves and
some cars of comn.  lle commanded his servant to give them
tothe people that they might cat.  The servant objected
that the quantity was sosmall that it_was nat worth while
placing it before a hundred mza.  Elishu sata: ** Give the
people, that they may eat: for thus saith the Lord, They
shalg cat, and shall leave thercol.”  And jit was as he said,
they ate and left thereof.

And now we reach an incident that is most instructive as
an illustration of the great salvation provided in Christ.

EXPLANATORY.

Naaman, the General of the Syrian host, was held in high
esicem by both king and people on account of victories won

him. These victories were won probahly over the Assy-
rians with whom the Syrians were engaged 1t war about this
time. This General is the object of interest in this chapters

1. The Great Malady.—All his honour and happiness
were marred by a great atfliction  He was a leper. For the
symptomsof leprosy see Lev. xii  and or the ceremonial by
which the clean were restored to the «amp and sanduary,
sce Lev xiv It is amongst the most awful ot all the afllic
tions to which our poor hodies are subject. It is regarded as
a decompasition of the juices of the budy, such astakes place
after death, A living death—in which the body falls away
in picces, until vital organs are reached and the sufferer is
released. Y

The terrible nature of this discase mahes it a sutable type
of sin, which is a living death.  And how many hke Naa-
man, who have all that heart could wish of tus world's
good, are dead while they live?  When itis not realized the
danger i»none the less but all the greater. Hut there are few
who aonot at times feel discomfurt at the thought that all s
not right. In the midst of prosperity they may hear the
voice at any time say: *‘Thou fool, this night thy soul shall
be required of thee.”

The clause, ¢ Bus he was a leper,” is very uftenand very
suitably used to illustrate the fact that in this life there s a
thoin amongst the roses in every home and every heart,

11. The Remedy Revealed, ver. 2, 3.—The war between
Istacl and Syria assumed the form of maranding expeditons.
A young girl was taken captive and served 1n Naaman’s
house. Nu doulit the leprusy was the great grief and subject
of frequent conversativn in the home.

The little girl thought of the great Prophet who wasa sub.
ject of frequent conversatinan her home n the past, and
said to her mstress that Le could recover her lord of his lep-
rosy if he were 1n Samana.  The word 1s eagerly caught, as
drowning men catch at stzaws, and reported to the keng who
at once proposed to tust the suggestion.

That 1s the way in wlich the Lord often works.  What
He hides from the wise and prudent He reveals unto babes.
(Matthew x1. 25.) **Hehath chosen the foolish things of the
world to confound the mighty.” (1 Cor. i. 27, 25.) Joseph
and Damiel are instances i which captives have brought bless-
ings to their captors.  \Wherever we are we should endea-
vour to impart some good to our fellow creatures, and * he
that reapeth receiveth wages and gathereth fruit unto eter-
nal life.” { John iv. 36.)

III. The Remedy Sought, ver. 35, 6.—There were sone
mistakes made by the King of Syria and Naaman thet aren.
- structive,

(1) Applies to the wwrong persen.—1le sent a letter to the
King of Isracl with a very costly present, ashing him to cure
Naaman of his leprosy.  He no duubt thought the hing
could make Elisha do what he liked. A mistake sinncrs
still make when they apply to men fur aid.  In the presence
of death the minister is often mure depended on than the
Master. *“It is not by might, nur by power, but by My
Spirit, saith the Lord.” The King is put to confusion, and
misunderstanding the situation, regards the application as a
pretext for war.

2) Comes i1 great pomp, ver.9.--1le came to the Kingand
afterwards went to Elisha in his chariot, accompanied with a
retinue of suldiers Leeoming Lis dignity at hune e feels
his pusition and of cutuse capects that eaeryore se will feel
honoured in receiving a call frum him.

That 1s precisely the nustake that many people mahe now.
a-days wath sespeut to the Church, They stand upon ther
digmity and feel that they hunovur the Church by auending
and the ministry by cundescending to hisien to their message.
And unfurtunately the Church encuurages such impious pnde
by &diding for such by making concessiuns that are dishon.
ouring to the Master in whuse presence we are but as worms
of the dust.  Elisha did nut, su dishunous his Lord.

(3) Conmies with purihase money.~The gifts that Naaman
brings arc very costly. The ten talents of sifzer are worth
$16,400, and the six thousand pieces of gold are equal to
$45,000. Besides that he lizuught ten changes of raiment,
an onental custom stll eassuig.  This was what he expected
to pay for his cure, and no deubt thought that it was ample
reward.

So men come to Christ thinking that they can reward Him,
Their gifts to the Schemes i the Charch, and their services
il dificrent ways rendered, ate thought to estabissh a clam

n His favour. Sece the story of the Phansce and the Pub.
lican in the temple, for the difference between the true and
false spirit in which to come to the throne of grace. (lauke
xviil. 10.)

IV. Naaman's Pride Humbled, ver. 10.—\Vhen he
camcand sat in his chariot before the door, he expected, as
he afterwards himself said, to be taken a great deal of noiice
of and was greatly offended at the treass -at he recaved.
But the Lord knew his heart aud dirccted las servant Ehsha
in his conduct towards him.

(1) Sent a servant.—Elisha did not go to the door to re-
ceive him and make a great ado about him.  He sent
Gehazi his scrvant with 2 message.  How srritating to the
pride of a man who was such an i at hume.

(2) Go and wwask fu _Jordan. - Thgeemed more offensive
still.  Naaman was familiar with (he ways of magicians
and false prophets.  They gave themselves impostance by
pretentious cercinonics, and he expected some suzh perform.
ance now. Instead of that, the simple command to wash in
Jordan —-withont even aninterview with the Prophet—is most
disappointing.

Hcis indignant and turns away in disgust. Al his fine
&phy mud costly presents treated as of no account, and him-

¥asif he werc a common man !, Afdeasked to wash n
muddy Jordan, whilst at Dam:\scuk ygRve the pure waters
of Abana and Pharpar ! Tooabsu .

(3) Money despised. —He also expected no doubt that the
Prophet would have an eye to the money, and be delighted
when he saw all that he had for lum. But there isnota woid
about it, and afterwards when in a dificrent spirit he pressed
it upon Elisha, it was rcjected.  How differently Elisha ap-
peared to him now ! A man above this world's appetites and
desires! .

V. Remedy Applicd, ver. 13.—Uis servants reasoned

5ilh him yeiscly and said : **If you had been asked to do

- me gret thing you would doit. Why not oley when it
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is simply wash and be clean? " That scems reasonable,  1Te
trics—dips himscll seven times in the nver and his flesh that
had decayed away seturned, as pure ad the flesh of a cluld.

How much like the way in which finners treat the Sa-
viour ! They will have something different from what ife pre.
scribe . Some unusual expenence-—convulsion of feeling,
uverpuwenng joy or overwhelmng conviction of sin, some-
thing other than the simple ** believe and be saved.”  That
is all, and ** Whosoever heateth My word and believeth on
Him that sent Me Zat/ everlasting life, and shall not come
inte cundemnatiun, Lut is passed trum death unto life.”

How wounderful that  the divine patience waits to

receine thuse whu are su stublurnly disobedient when they
docome !
. V1. Naaman's Gratitude, ver. 15.—Ilc returns to give
thai .5 and how thankful he must be to have escaped from
that awful disease ! ** What shall tve render unto the Lord
fur all This benefits towards us?2 ™

(1) Aknosoledges God.—That is the first thing the soul
dues.  Recugnizes that Jebuvah is the true God and only
Gul. A great lessun fur Naaman o learn. We all need
to learn it mure fully that His claigs may be remembered

(2) Offers @ goft.” -He would like to mahe some return
e this great b Butdmlisha will: ngj accept 1, be-
cause he wi wWach Naaman hd tsfie spirit of the
Jewish religion. s DUt mcrenary Dut”T¥pint of love that
delights to du gaud to man for bis uwn sake.

(3) Worships God. -1 rtesulves after this to worship no
other god  And ashs that in urde: that he may do so ac-
ceptatly a luad of Jenn & earth be given lum upon which
to offer sacrifices. = He is stll labvuring under the delu-
sion that Jehovah is a local divinity and can only be wor-
shipped rightly on Jewish svil.  But he asks one conces-
sion.  His position requires that he should go with his mas-
ter to the house of Rimmon, and bow in the house of Rim-
mon, when his maste g worships.  He hupes this will be
forgiven by Jehovah, ;

He s evidentlp mucfin the dark, but Elisha does not
enter into explanafions.t The time of the Gentiles did not
yet come. He dismisses him with the words: ¢ Go in peace.”
The conduct and pumshment of Gehazi, which follow, are
most instructive.  Let us read and beware.

ILLUSTRATION.

A little girl was taught by her teacher that ““ no swearter
can enter into Heaven.,”  She heard her father swearing
onc day, and went and sat behind the dour, erying.  Her
father asked her what she was crying for.  She told him
what her teacher said, and that she was crying Lecause she
was afrait) that he would nut getto Heaven, tlchesitated a
few moments and then said . ** Well, my dear child, by the
help of Gul you will never hear me take the name of God
in vain again.” It wasthe turning-point in his life.
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PAYING CLERGY AT FUNERALS.

People do.nut call a ductor or a lawyer to do work for
them wabiout wmaking han cumpensauun ; but, when they
wish to have thar dead buned, sf they are cunnected with
nv patish, they «aliin the minsier they chuose and accept his
services without paying him, without thanking him, without
the thuught that he has done any more than his dwy.  The
clergyman may be put tv both inconventence and expense
by ithe demand upon his time, but 1t 1s thought that his
vucativn cur ets the service that he renders, and that nothing
mute neads be said about it In the rural distucets the
urdinary pastus ¢an bury all the people in parts adjacent to
his parish and still have ume tospare, but in cities and large
towns it is a tax whid Ly the long-sufienng and Christan
courtesy of the pletedhas been borne without complaint, but
which is more &Pan cxaction than tity feel that they ought
to sulmit to.  No clergyman shoull fail to respond to any
demand made upon him for or. Iy sickgess and in
death the minisicr of Christ is alwdys their friefdl, but when
people who can afford a retinue off canriages at the funerals
of their friends, do nuthing for the maintenance of religious
worship, and sponge upon the Lusy clergy for the burial
of their decad, it is carrying mcanness to a point where, like
the darkness of Egypt, itisa meanness thal can be felt. It
is often, no doul, through forgetfulness that the services of
clergymen to unchurched people, in the burial of their
friends, arc not remunerated, but itis an oversight that ought
no morc¢ to happen, where prople have means, than they
neglect to pay the doctor or the undertaker., The clergy
scldom complain of these cxactions, but they come so often,
where the population is large, that a word in their behalf is
like a word in scason ; it nceds to be spoken at large, and to
be heeded by all decent people in the matter of the burial of
their dead.—=Beostor: Heyaldk.
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BIBLE Cf’ RACTERS.

Written in the East, thése characters live forever in the
Woest : written in one province, they pervade the world ;
peaned in rude times, they aze prized more and more as
avilization advances ;3 product of antiquity, hey come home
to the business and bosoms of men, women and children in
modern days.  Then it is any eaaggeration to say : ** The
characters of Scripture are a marvel of the mind™? In our
day character painting is much attempted b{ certain writers
of fictitious narrative, but their method excludes them from
A sttivus conetivan with Hlacs, Vigily, and the cacred
historians.  They do not evolve characters by genuine nar-
ration.  They clog the story with a hundred little essays on
the personality of cach character.  They keep putting their
heads from behind the show and openly analyzing their pale
creanions and dissecting them, and cking them out wath
comments and rorcroscoping their poodles into lions.  These
arc the casy expedicents of feeble art.~Charles Reade.

THE attendance at the Ontario Business College, Belle-
ville, within a short period has embraced swdents from
fifteen different Provinces and States.  This iact shows how
thorough is the work donc, and how widespread is the
teputationof this institution.



