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THE BRITISH AND FOREZGN BIBLE SO CIE TY.

The anniversary of this queen of societies was held in
London on May îst. The Report brings glad tidings of
the onward march of Bible circulation, despite of ail the op-
position of " modern criticism " and "Iscience, falsely so
caled." The summary, says the Record, will interest al
who believe that the Bible embodies God's Word written
and shall not return to Him void. It appears that the issues
of the Bibles, Testaments, and portions of the samne from
the depot at home, amounted to 1,490,988 copies ; the free
income of the Society amounted to 107,3861., whilst the sumà
received from sales both at home and abroad, amounted to
212,303l. The increase of expenditure above receipts,

amutin to 15,0001., was entirely due to the expenditure
connected with the war in the East, in which was included
452,000 copies of the Bible or portions of the Bible, by
means of which many had learned patience in suffering,
consolation in affliction, and peace in death.

The Report concluded by noticing one event of the year,
mention of which elicited loud cheering-the presentation tir
the Society " by a kind friend of a portrait painted by
Millais of their noble and much-loved President. They
trusted that his valuable life might be spared for many years
to come ; but they rejoiced to feel that when it pleased God
to caîl him hence they would possess a most faithful likeness
of their friend and patron, serving to remind them of the
ready help which he bad always rendered to thera in every
time of need, and of the noble stand wbich hie had ever
made against errors."

The Rev. H. Evans spoke as a Welshman, with enthusi-
astic earnestness of the work of the Society in the princi.
pality of Wales. He stated as a fact and as a result of the
circulation of the Bible in Wales, that the Home Secretary
is now able to abolish haîf the county prisons in Wales be-
cause there are more ?risons than prisoners. " I was the
other day at Dolgelly, ' said he, " when a friend asked me
if we do not want a new college for Bala. I said Yes.
' Why,' said he, ' do you not buy the prison at Dolgelly ? It
has been closed for months.' 1 bave beard that the county
prison at Beaumaris, Anglesea, was about being closed. It
bas had only one prisoner for six months, and she did flot
speak a word of Welsh." He said that it was owing to the
Bible that Popery made no progress in~ Wales, and that
there was not a single infidel publication in the Welsb
1 'ahe speeches of the Rev. F. F. Goe and Canon Fleming
were each of tbem ail that could be desired in tone, in senti-
ment, and in eloquence, and indicated a spirit of unwaver-
ing confidence in the power of the living Word of God to
resist ail the daring assaults of modemn criticism, and the
still more pernlous concessions of half-bearted advocates. In
the few graceful sentences in which the Noble Chairman re-
turned his acknowledgments for the vote of thanks, his
Lordship stated that hie did not believe that "1there had ever
been a period in the history of our land-and certainly this
observation applies to a period like the present, wben we
are in the midst of moral.and spiritual dangers, such mis-
chievous writings and opinions, such contradictions, such
difficulties and temptations, such hazards, such fallings away
on the right band and on the left, as there are in the present
day-I say I do not believe there ever was a period when it
was a higber bonour, or a centre of greater influence, to be
the President of the British and Foreign Bible Society."

One of the most instructive and interesting addresses was
that by the Rev. George Palmer Davies, of Berlini, who
said,-My Lord and Christian friends, I bave this day been
entrusted witb a difficult task. My usual occupation is work.
I have annually to provide for the printing of some 400,000
copies of the Scriptures, for binding tbem, and for distri-
buting tbem; I have to correspond, or to superintend cor-
respondence, with bundreds of volunteer fellow-iabourers
and with the Society at home, and to organize and control
the work of some eigbty men in your employ in diffrent
capacities. To-day I have not to work, but to speak; to
speak on a great theme before this important assembly, and
I shall need ail your indulgence. My theme is the Bible
and Bible-work in the German Empire and the cantons of
the Swiss Republic. . It is a great theme; first, because the
Bible is a great book; secondly, because Germany is a great
country; and thirdly, because in this great country the
Britisfi and Foreign Bible Society bas done, and is at the
present moment doing, a great and a noble work. That the
Bible is a great book needs no demonstration before this or

before any other audience. It is the book of Moses and of
David, of Isaiah and of Daniel, of Peter and of Paul, and of
Jon, and that is more than enough to make any book great.

Lw, and psalm, and prophecy, and Divine history, and re-
Vealid redemption combine to make it among the world's
great books the very greatest. In the highest sense it is the
world's one great book. " Bring the book," said a well-
known author. "«What book?"» "What book! There is
but One book-.the Bible." And Germany is agreat country.
It is ge0graPhkfly great. Its area is four times, its popu-
lation nearly twice, as large as those of all England and
Wales. E-xceÊting the great Russian colossus it is the most
populous country in our quarter of the globe. It contains
one-seventh of its entire population. Germany is the terri-
torial heart of Eurape, in direct contiguity, being separated
only by an imaginary hune, witb Austria, Russia, Dcnmark,
Holland, France, Belgiurn, and Switzerland, separated from
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have a great future. Germany is and always bas been the
land of greut intellectual and spiritual confiicts. In the
Middle Ages, in the great struggle of civil freedom against
ecclesiastical ususpation, it defied the Gregories, tie Inno-
cents, the Bonifaces, and the Leos of Papal Rome; and in
this I9th century, in the rame great struggle, urîder its Pro-
testant Empemor and bis migbty Chancellor, it bas defied
and successfully defied, anathemas of Pius IX. rescmbling
those which wcre hurled 300 years ago. It is the land of
Luther and of Luther's Bible, and gave England berself bier
first. edition of bier pinted Scriptures. It is the land whose
litemature and philosophy are in our ýown day, for good or
for cvil, influcncing, almost moulding, the philosophical and
theological tbought of the modemn world. Among the
nations of Europe, including our own, it is the land where
the plague bas spread, the land in which Uic ulcer of social
democîatic Atheism bas first come to a head, and at this
moment is the axis around which the orb of international
continental politics meï~olves. British Christians, belp Gem-
man Christians to rescue their country from the atheistic
clutches of its socialists, from the less coarse but equally.
pernicious infidelity of its materialistic philosophers, and
from the dark bondage of its Romish priests, and you will
have belped to reconquer for Christ, not one-sevcnth thé
proportion of the population, but fully one-third of the intel.
lectual and spiritual power of continental Europe. For this
great country bas great spiritual wants. It is a vast barvest
waiting to be gathcred in for Christ, but the abourers are
fe w. Look at it for a moment. 38,000,000 of Germans
and 5,ooo,ooo of Wends, Czecks, Poles, Lithuanians, Danes,
Walloons, French, and Jews; that is wbat it is-43,ooo,ooo
of immortal sou Is for whom Christ bas diedi1

Go take thy flight from star to star,
From world to tremulous world afar,
Take ail the worhds of ail the spheres,
These human souls are wortb them ail.

One soul outvalues a whole world. These 43,000,000 are
of more value than a whole universe. Further, these souls
are, or destined to be, 43,000,000 of readers. Taking Ger-
many and Switzerhand together, there is no agglomerate of
46,000,000 of human beings on the face of the eartb among
whom the art of reading is so widehy known, that is, among
wbom the ground is s0 prepared for work like ours. Wben
you travel in Germany on the banks of the beautiful Rhine,
or on the dark'slopes of the Black Forest, or bigb up the
Bavarian Tyrol, or far nortb on the giant mountains; when
in Switzerland, at least in its Protestant counitries, you climb
or arry nder.the shadows of its snow-peaks, you may offerGd's Word t every rane man, woman, or grown-up child
you meet, with the ahnost absolute certainty of ofiering it to
a person by wbom it can be used. And it is with gratitude
to Ahmighty God that I can ray here this day that whenever
you are on German or Swiss soul, wbichever of the multifar.
îous languages spoken within the borders of these lands may
be that of the population by which you are surrounded, the
British and Foreign Bible Society puts it into your power in
their own tongues to place in the bands of the people the
records of the wonderful works of God, wbether these tongues
be spoken as in some of the higb valîcys of the Alps or in
some of the plains and forests of North Germany by only
tbousands or tens of tbousands, or, as in Germany itself, by
tens of millions of the people. Such is the harvest. ,Who
are the reapers? 25,000,000 Of Protestants constitute the
first great section of the German harvest-field. What shal
we ray of this? God be praised, there are thousands of bar-
vesters engagcd in reaping the harvest, and in gathering it
in-pastors, true shepherds, men of energy, and men of God,
in evety way worthy of the traditions of their Protestant
past, Moreover, there are free organizations, Bible Societies,
and Tract Societies, and Sunday-scboois, Town Missions,
Rural Missions, Refuges, Workmen's Homes, Orphan
Asylums, Magdalen Asylums, and dôzens of other forms of
Home Mission work, at times on a national scale, 'at times
of a meme local character. German and German-Swiss
Cbristians raise every year more than 100,0w/?. sterling for
fomeign missions. They here co-operate witb British Chris-
tians, not only for the conversion of the heathen world in
genemal, but for the conversion of the heathen populations
under British ule. But while ail this is true, it is, on the
other band, also truc that in town and country, and espec.
ialiy in towns, the increase of the Protestant population bas
terribly, appallingly, outstripped the increase of Christian
effort. The world bas grown larger; the officiai, Church
bas remained ahI but stationary. Wherc Protçstant Gem-
many now bas one ordained mirister in proportion to bier
Protestant population, a hundred years ago she had two,
and hiem sister Protestant lands, England and the United
States, at the present day have three. Add, moreover, in
these latter countries to the regular pastorate the cloud of
Evangclists wbich covers the land-a form of auxiliary work
almost absolutely unknown to some of the geatest Churches
of Germany; take further into consideration that very many
of these organizations are, so to speak, in their infancy,
pomising babes rather than full-grown youtbs or vigorous
men, and you will sec at a glance the necessity of auxiliary
work ike ours even for the Protestant papulations. German
Christians-and they are awakening to a consciousness of
the past-bavc a glgantic task before them in rccovering lost
ground, and in taking Possession of new ground, and for long
years to come our work will be a necessity, not as work for

in this great field, and even for us it bas been freehy open
onhy in recent years. It required caution in cntering
on it, and it requires caution and holy prudence now in
working it; but in na> branch of our operatiQn on German
soil bave we been in recent times so blesscd as bere. Froni
50,000 to 6o,ooo copies of Bibles and Testaments sold
annually among Catbohic populations, represent work donc,
by the bhcssing of God, in the teeth of the opposition of the
priests and of the fanaticism of the people. Let me sùm
up. Protestant Germany nceds your womk as an auxiliary
to its own. Jewish Germany nceds your work as anauxiliary
to the work of the native and British Socicties labouring for
the conversion of Ismael. Romish Germany would, it is
hardhy too much to say, in the case of millions of its
adhercnts have, but for your direct and indirect efforts,
to confess, like those disciples whomn Paul met in
Ephesus, concerning the Holy Ghost, "We neyer s0
mucb as heard *whether there be any written Word of
God." I am Briton-born, and even now a British subject,
and shaîl remain so till my dying day; but two years' Uni-
versity ife, and twenty-one years' Christian labour in the
great German Fatberland, give me a certain right to speak
in the name of its Protestant populations, and in the exercise
of that right I tbank you, British Christians, constituents of
the British and Foreign Bible Society, for the Ia,ooo,ooo of
copies of the Holy Scriptures which you* have providcd, in
the hast fifty years of your activity, for peoples in and out
of Gcmmany speaking the tongues of the German Emýpire
and the Cantons of the Swiss Republic. I feel it a privilege
to be here this day publicly to pay this debt of gratitude.
Wbile I am speaking bere,, sixty-nine of my Bible-bearers
are at work ainong these 46,000,000 Of. Protestants, _Jews,
and Romanits. Tbey rose this morning early.1 They bave
gone forth, each in bis own sphere, beariug predious seed.
Some are at this moment in strife and confiict with 'the
atheistic Socialists of the large cities; some arc scranîbling
up mountain shopes to the solitary bouses of the co*herds
and to the high villages of the mountaineers; some are
driving their Bible-vans-their carriers by day, their bed-
rooms by night--across the fiat and randy levels of the great
plain of Northern Europe; some are in the bouses of pasitors
or other godly men where, for their works' sake, they are
receivcd ai friends and brethmen ; some arc contending with
fanatical priests or fanaticized people; some are praying at
the bedsides of the sick or of the dying, or listening to the
penitential tale of the sinful and of the faîhen; some are
braving the scoifs of the keen-witted and satirical Jew-ahh
of tbemn are, in their way, as your messengers, standing up
for Christ, offering the Word of God to Uic saved and to
the sinful, to the penitent and to the impenitent, to 'the be-
liever and to the unbeliever, witbout respect of persons, like
death knocking with impartial baud at the palaces of the
ricb and the cottages of the poor. They understand you to
bave given thern substantiahly the rame charge whicb the
Lord gave to the Universal Church- "Go into ail the land
and bring the Word of thc Gospel to every creature; and, if
they wil receive you, leave in every bouse the Bread of
Life." They know that I am here this day. They are
praylng for us. Pray for theni I Germnany and Switzerland
are the heart of Europe. By working bere you are purifying
Europe's beart-blood. Every year, directly or indirectly,you leave bctween 300,000 and 400,00S copies of God's
Word iu Germas and Swiss bomes-350,ooo precious grains,
but they necd watering. Bedew them with your prayers,
and in God's good time wc shahl sec Germany grow agaîn
religioushy as she bas again grown politicahiy great.

BIBLE STAND AT THE FRENcH ExHIBITION 0F 1878--
During six montbs of the Paris Exhibition of 1867, portions
of Scipture wcre given frorn the Bible Stand to men, women,
and children in their own hanguages to ail who chose to
acccpt them, sometimes as many as 40,000 copies a-day.
The number distributed during the whole time of the Exhibi-
tion was two milîlion and a quarter. Scarceiy one portion
in a thousanid was refused, whlle oftcntimes thouband s weme
iu every instance gratefully received. Gratuitous circulation
demonstrated disinterestedness, and British Christiansevinced
their faith in the Bible by freely seeking to make it known.
The surprise and admiration of tbe press of Europe and
America sbowed how thorougbhy the nations bad Ieaa-ned
that Englaud is a Bible-reading land, and the wide-spread
dissemination of the Word of God did more to extend a'
knowledge of salvation tbrough Christ than perbapsa any
other single event since the time of the aposthes. The Paris
Exhibition of the present ycar promises to draw a still
greater gathering of intelligent men from every quarter of
the globe, and as each nation strives to display its choicest
and ricbest products of art, lcarning, science, and nianufac-
ture, the people of God must faitbfully witness for Christ by
ýcattering broadcast the good seed. An admirable site at
the Trocadero, imm.diatcly opposite the chief entrance of
the Exhibition, bas been ailotted to the committee of the
Bible Stand by the municipal authorities of Paris. On this
piece of ground a Bible kiosque bas been built. As far as
the funds of the committcc wihl permit, portions of the
Word of God, -sucb as the Gospel of St. John, or the
Epistie to the Romans, etc., will be given to every visitor.
Complete copies of the Bible and New Testament will also
be sold at a cheap price at the kio~ ue, and 5ooo French
New Testaments have been especi~J prepared, witb au in-
scription: "Souvenir de l'Exposition, 1878," by the


