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THROUGH THE WINTER.

CIIAITER XIX.-Confiritid.

Nol'l mie ciuseiy liad H elen watched the tare white speak.
in n Dr. %'Valderzmar alached lier. lie contenter! faim-

Se~I witis nskinrg, quaotly:
ù)o >ou regret this change veal' mnachs, bMiiiHelen"
1 dai," shc answvered, truthtal y. "l Itvas Ver hiard ta

Consent ta it nt first ; andi now, when 1 thinit ai ail we lare
leaving, and af how WC arc are sali ta bc parteti. it seems
very sati. But changes tee do flot maire for ourseives, and
that tee have no power tu, basten or prevent, must bo oticret
antd meant for us, 1 think ; and sol' randi she loolcet at the
dactor wvith an laprit face, in which smiles contendeti with
shadows, -I atn tryarag ta foti that it is ail raght, ail best as
itia . I tbank I toulti fot mind lcavarQuinnecoco samucb
if 'te coud onip ail st3y tagether ; it as tehen I thinr ofi my
bruthets that I (cl as if I cannaI bieat it ; andi then," andi
lier voace grete sadder, laI can fce! glati then I remember
Ronald, andi thinir how safe he W'.

"'t'Yes," Dr. Waitiermar arastereti, d"nt home in the
Father's bouse, ta go no more out forever, Ronaldi is safe.
Bus why do you feel sa ver>' anxious for Philip and Fred,
.Na's lielen ?"

Shec tuuked at ham as if surprised at bas question.
..It as bard for mie ta ansteer," she said ; Ilbut I :hank

$Uu must know. The teoriti îs SO fuil of dangers and temp-
tation ; and tbey are oraly boys, anti tbrown apon theielves
s:i cariy withcut a home, withouit a mother ; how can 1 fei
isurc that they mail fight a gooti ligbt ? l

a lss lcen, if you can oniy believe, onlp feel turc oftthe
thmngs that pou can set anti handie, then I agace with you.
,laus cmn sec andi handie, thon 1 *grec wath. You can (ccl
sitae uf nuthang tesîaectang ),our brothers' future, anti pou
have 1aerhaps, as mach ta fear as to0 hope. But if pou
believe that pou have a Father an hecaven, watcharag witb
tender, ceaseiels vigilance aver pour brothers' livc sad pour
ai., then I thanir you may tiismus every fcar, for pou have

tt.thrag to hope. 1 have been a school-boy myseif. Mam
hlein," bc saadi, kandiy; "t si s hy the light ai my own
expensence that 1 note reati the future ai pour brothers.
Jielieve me, school-Jife, for even a ycung boy, is far [rom
besig the unmatigated cvii yoar imagination as picturing at."

The door sipeact satiteai> anti Sibyl came running ira,
caraying somcthlirg in bier apron with great case.

* licien," àhe cricrd, cagZerl>', -sec ; just sec mybeautifai
&kItLe..s. Dr. Waiticrmar," as the gentleman caght and
dtctv bier ta i.as, Ildon't hart thena, don't hart theu. till
pou ?"'

. ' 'ot for the eorîId," lac ansteereti, waîh an caznestness
etlual tu ber otera; andi ver>' cauiaoaily Sabyl loaseneti the
ccrners ai bier apron, and revealeti thîce flnffy, dawny
snuw.balls, that. but for thear quivvcnng. taemblang motion,
migbt have been mistaken for sait masses ai cotton,

ur thc kattens Sîb;l an prodtiy proa:iaimcd tbems.
"helen," the asiret, atter bier tresuteb hati been liait

atrireti and petteti; "Helilen, do pou think Ant S=ra
wiattnci il te taire these kattaes uath us teben tee go
therei"'

Hlen s luw sagh ari mot escape Dr. Walderrar's atten-
tive car.

.I don't know, dentr, tbe sait; "but I am afiraiti they
woulti bc a tivuble tbere; pou mast love anti piay witb thesu
ail pou casa before WCe go."

Sîbyl's aosp laps assumed a ver>' dccîtd pont.
1 sba'n't do it, Helen," slue said. emphaîicaliy. "«Do

pou suppose Goti mate thest kattaes for me just ta love thean
a tate m hie, anti thera, teben tbey tvouiti know anti mass
trc, Icave them i Thcy are my kattars, aud 1 must taire care
of niaem, anti il Aunt barzb weon t have them, she shsa'r't
have mc, cither."

And witb a tose of bier golden caris that plaunl>' said
theic teas no estamatang the dareful irais that wouid. in the
latter case, befa-l fAunt Sarahs, Sibyi turneti ta Dr. Waltier-
sara anti began ta stroke the soit fur of the Icitten iratbis
ba.d.

IlWouldn't pou hae very sorry youirlf, Mliss Sîhyl, flot
tu go ta your Assnt Sarah's? -le asketi, playlaliy: ;"adon't
yoa teant Ia sec ber ver>' mach ?"'

wsINo." saiti the uucompromasing lattec trutb-teiler, anti
wh ail ber fauits Sîhyl teas reahy that; no, I don't

%aft ta gr'. I've seen bier 'nugh tre.
t as impossible flot ta %moile at the chiiti's firaalness, anti

rau4atraged b>' Dr. WValtiermar's look ai amusement, anti
ctioip tiiegaîiding Hieleu's warning, the tite girl teent on,
g,' aasg bain ber deecst Snctince:

i don z lare fAnct taa. he said; ",she's prnm anti
tija. justr hue a bcass-pole, Mtatsie says, andi the wcars specs,
anih te's alv6eaFi toolcing for dust anti die, anti if pou look
fait them pai! alwals fi a hem, Fred says, anti teen sise
taads thes ase scoteis, ans! traws ap ber moutb, anti Laps,
'oh, ticar.' jast like this."

Anti Sibyl contracted bier pacîtty forehaa, anti purset
bier lipis, anti v'tiraet forth the teortis witb a mimier>' ver>
cortical, if net ver> praiseworthy.

**Ily!Shyl! " lren said, eaxnstiy.
%rad las. 'V"aldermr, Whbo. taoaugb bc bat bas oten pis.

vas icasoni for beang glati afiber confidence, pet feut it
teas wrongv to encourage ber in ara> spoce or acteti dis-
rc.pcct to'rards iser ant, irseti gent>' ta stop bier.

.. heIare. Mass Sabyl, 1 know eI about ai note," bc ii,
ad, tir kissed iber.

14,i Sabyi hati thi 'br, and wua flot ancnit toaec i
ai,"'%lhe hiait iuliy relimreiber mind.

-No. 1 don't lakte ber," she tepeateti, with still more
cmpba2sis. "1She's alteapa sayag Uatile Rarls shoulti bc seen

andti ia ard ; anti little chiltireu shionit nerer sjaea3 Dnow
the>' arr spolcen to--as if 1 alteapi tanteti ta teait for that
_2a]d iheno Uder," anti heme Sibyl droape i ber vo=e and

.and looket cea>' snoasly at the toctor, "Ilse's siteavi
scull ang H...,. &au ise tion't do tiaM just a ie tit

THE CANADA PRESBYTERIAN.

tehea the veas a girl : anti she aseti ta maise Helien ci>' almost
ever>' day tehen siateteas here. No. 1 doa't like bier : Matile
s&ya, pur-pur-kurgata teoulti bc a paratise ta living ith
bier, anti I guess ttelîl."r

Anti iath this clear statement ai bier apinion Sihyl sud.
tienl>' became consciaus that ber icittens waese attention,
anti ptcking thens tprdteaiket off ilth tbem lu triumph.

If saver sonse part ion ai Sibyl'a star>' Dr. Waldcrmar bati
* becen coaselles! ta snsile, the last bit ai information icEL hlm

ver>' grave andeeti. Tlaerc eas na amile on bis face as bit
epea met liclen's, anti bc looketi more displesseti than ahe
liat ever seos lmi look belote.

IlI anm ver>' str for visai Sihyl bas sait," she hegand andi
atopeti in great tiastress.

"m ansota" Dr. Waltiermar answereti, Rravcly. «'I
shah alw'aps love tire chilti hetter for the confidence she bas
giveis me ta.tay."

Then, as hie ste bote pained Helen iooked, bais matsner
cisangeti.

' Cran l'au not trust me wvitn this littie bit of Sihpl's mind,
Miss lielen ? Cari pou flot trust me?" bie askedeiagolo.
"M biss Helen. I do flot like ta teaste nsy tlsoughts an t logis
that are not wvorb whbate, bat belote I promise ta place
this niatter lânder that bead, wiii poa anssier anc libtie
question for me ? Witt pou tell me trankly, as a truc
iriend, tehether It hs pour oten eboice ta go ta pour aunt
an flot ?"'

Helen rvould mach rather not have ansereti that quoi.
taon; but sise coulti flot refuie ta do so tehen Dr. Wal-
deimar was loolcang at bier watb epes "chose ver>' kmntiness
compellet iber ta trust bins.

"1Itîas papa's vish," she sait. simpi>'; ant ibe titi mot neeti
more trords ta tell hain bote little voace the taughter land bati
ira the matter.

"Thlank pou," hie austeereti in bais usual quiet va>'.
'Mus hlen, is ail tiat china ta go hace into the cioset

to.nigbt ?"'
Helen looket i trst a hain, then at the tablr, w;th its piles

ai dies, anti thon ati tiasoitiereti shelves of the closet,
anti laagbeti.

"lI hati forgotten ail a-bout at," she saiti, frankly. Anti
Dr. WValderruar rose ap ta sa>' goocl.hpe.

"lI sec st is," hie sacf, witb a ismile, "aanti ander suds cir.
cumstances it tcouid ho cruel for me to tietain pau longer.
Mï mother teilI came ta sec pou to-maote."

sn the pleasant ligbt ai the mardi aflernoon Dr. WViJter.
mar rode tlsongbtfhily home ; anti once filacre, insteati of
atoppang ta, test in the hibrry, tealkrti immodiatel>' ap'
stir

Mis lote tap on bais mother's toar teas araswee b>' ber
geutie " Came ira," anti enteling, bie tiroppei tecaril>' taen
on the sofa by boar site, in the glati, restfai certaint>' of anc
tebo kuete that comtort anti counsel teere not arvanting
there

Mrs. Waltiernsar tiroppeti thse light 'work wîith whlich
she teas accupacti, anti turnei wat b land anti smile ta wel-
came his.

- Aie pou ver>' tret, Guy? stse asiret, as ber banti restet
fondîp on bais beati; taid pou have a pleasaut cal! ?"'

"lVes, " Dr. WValtiermar ansteereti.
"4Suppose pou tel! me about it," Mnit. Waltiermar saiti,

soitly.
"I don't knrote that on caos do unieps pcu __sment ta

atiopt another taugister.'
- Wecil." Mms Waltcrnsar repliet, wîth untisturbeti coin

puante, "as I am flot pet in the uncansfortable poition ai
tIse alti tomanwteb lavet in a shoe, 1 don't irnote that tIse
adtionaa of one, or evon ttea tiaugiers to my lamai>' teaulti
tistress me mach. But Ici us talk irankl>' wiîb caci other,
Gusyonu; .iuit giving me conandrunss ta guess, anti tell me
pîsaral> ail that is on pour mmnd."

A long anti esunest conversation fiollowed ; plans teere
forniet, arrangements matie, anti praomises given.

The next day Mn3 Waldernsar's carrnage teas seen tvaiting
a long tise before Mtr. Humphrey's office; anti then that
gentleman teent hanse sai nsiht, itvt=. witb a brigister face
anti plasanter smie than bc bad teoru for mua>' tisys.

laDiti Mm. Waltiermar call bore thas afternoan, Helen?"
bie asked bais daugter at tea.time.

Il Oral for a tot minutes, Paa; it teas riaite late, anti
the canîti nat stay ; but slse Lret me ta taire tea witb bier
to-morrote."

"VYes, thai as tell," Mr. Hlumpre>' replicti. cantenteil>',
as lac sippeti his aiea Iea. **You promiseti ta go, 1 sup-
pose ?"'

IciYe, sir. if pou titi not abject."
'a1I? certain>' :not. Frients like the Waitiermars are

not quite as plentiful in this teorîti as tIse doatds in a Match
air>. You cannai care too mach fer tIses, nor sec them taon
atten. "

Helen'; epes sparrleti ai ber ftber's generaus praise ai
bier firsentis, but the smile teas quicl> foiloweet by a sigh. as
she rccnsahred bote littie time remaineti for ber ta cnjaythistr socaet>', anti Iow scon ta, ibens, as Wel as ta bier aIdi
home anti neare caîth>' ki, the masi sa>' good.hpe.

It teas the evening for thic teell prayer.meetang, anti witb
a lonZing for comfort, a painfial canncionsnesso iber aun
îasafficiency ta meet lafe's changes anti hoar hite's trials,
Mielon "cent witb l'biiip.

A stranger teas In tise pulpit; anc Helen lsr neyer scn
before, tes ncrer ta sec again; but Uic Bible.wortis ho hati
chosen as Uic tlsezze for flic ening setatlon casse ta ber
as a speciai message froa lier Father in heavon.

Early an Uic aiternoon ai the next day Helen siarteti for
bM. Walternar's, Flic vent alone ; Sibpl, for once, pre.
ferning ta romain at home, because, as ase sait, thc paeiring
of Cele-stanetiagc-lica's trunk toole &0 mach tise she shoniti

ne er ta donc ai saes tiatn't maire a beginniag ; anti,
.Ivaug ecatet ta maire a beginuang that aftcrnoan, sie wua

flot ta ho moved iros bert putpose b>' tise prospect cf
a viril, hateever pissant.

It teas soldons Helen lItt br, anti at teas teatts a .taltng
of regret that the kissd ber Cood-bye tisai aI' rnoon.

But once ort-tiacis, with Uic sprint; air lanning bier cheme.
anti rtr.-i'ea, ra spring ail roant bers, an tise gaonn an whlicis
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she ttad, ant i n the sky ta whfeh sise laakcd, Hlen couisi
flot réel Sati.

"a o well yan look 1 " Mlargaret saisi, as ahe met bier at
the dosr, anti led ber lto the parior. IlI teanteti ta senti
the carniage tor y au, but Gay wouitn't let me; hoe saisi the
walk teauld ie o st what yoa rcedeti; anti 1 resîlly belleve
poau ee right, Gay," the Impulsive girl atitet, as the
taraeti ta ber brother.

le asiiet as hoe sbook bauds with Helen. "I1 ditin'i
thiale M iss Hlelen cotil afforti Io lore, anti 1 dJdn'f virat lier
ta lose, Uic exqaisite pieasure anti joy in the couicionsness of
lite that cames to one tehen aat.tioors In tbese carly spirg
tiays," hie saiti qaiet>',

da Vay, Isn't the picasuro Jait as great at other sciions?"
Margaret asiret, as she tosset Heien's terappings on ta the

sols.
'lMaybe so, but ta ns> mins therc is a fatilucs3, a newtas3

of lite about the aprirag-timc. fia other teason bas.

' 'Tii as easy note for the heait to lar truc,
As for grass ta lie green or skies ta o bIlae.

'Tis the natarI al of>'a living.'
Mliss Hlelen," andtie turneti to H1elen, teho bati heen speak-
irag ta Mit. NV&Idtmaar, anti note tas standing belore the
cbeery ivoo<.firc, "tewili yoa hc kmnti enoogh ta do for me

S uhat my arm till flot allote me ta do for you-ring that
cair bore anti ait tiotn ?"'
With a smiie anti hlash Helen broagbt the chair ta wbich

bie poînteti, anti sat doter. She loolcet happy, but af liords
sihe » aispareti ta have very tete, anti for a whitle she teas
sufféecdto test lu qaiet, wehite her frîcrats sisoet thear
pleasare in ber comspany more by thear lesk anti gentle
attentions thaa hy the ir questions. But this coulti not last

"Hln"Margaret asiret, sutiteni>', "lhave you the
least idea bate glati-bot ver>' glati-e arc ta sec pou
to.day? "

lielen sns led. 'Il thiok 1 bave, ?targie," she saiti,
qaieti>'; «"perbaps, b>' my aten giatinesi, 1 can interpret
poaurs.",

Margarct's seet iaugb echoeti through the raom.
IlNo, you cannot, pou cannot," abce said: "lthat's a very

pretty ansteer, my dent, bat it is as t tram heing the truth,
as this Mardh day is fromn hein g j une, tboagb Gay," andi
the glanceti miscbievoualp at bier brother, "*does app>' a
jonc description taoit. You arc going away ver>'soor, arcn't
pou' Helen ?"'

"Vo ys," 'a as ail Helen answered.
" Anti thon pou know you'Il have to say goatibye ta us ait,

don't )-OU?"'
Heien's hrigbt face batil changeai, andtiber "V es"' came

this time slowly anti reiuctantly.
"'Margaret.' Dr. WValternaar exolaimmei sternl>, as bie

starteti op, "«that are pou about? 'a
4Notbing-keep sii, Guy-masma saisi I might-"

Margaret answcret, in qicr, hnrtied[words.
"M elen," andti he kueli doten b>' Heloa's chair. anti

twining ber arms round bier, kisseti ber fontly again anti
again, " aI saiti pou couldn't hogin ta kate bote g lad tee are
to.tiay, anti ' ans sure pou don'ttcéel as glati: becaase,
Helen, pous thinir pou are goirag atea>, ant going ta Say
good.bye ta us, anti tee irnowtehat pou are not going ta say
good-bpe-yoa are not going ta Ibave us. Helen, pou are
going ia lave witb us alwaps. anti bc u, as' danghter
anti my sistor, anti oh. I an so glati 1 sa, glai1 t"

Hlelen hat lisicacti ta Margaret's first teords inraatier
amaternent, bat as the affectionate girl weni on with ber
revelations ber heati tiroopeti. anti wen Margaret ceses
she teas weeping violontgy.

IMargaret, bot colt ou ?"' Dr. '%Valtiermar saiti,
ropraviragly, as ho starieti ta go ta thse weepiag girl.

Bat it wua MIrs. Waltiermr tebo put them, bath bp and!
foldeti Helen in bier oten matherly arms.

-"Mammna saisi I migbt tell bier, Gup," Marga-ret saasi,
witb tears bu fier own oyez ; Ilandi 1 chought slae woald
bc an glati. Helen," andti he irnelt b>' ber againras "ntea
pous speai ta me ? vron't pou tell me yoa arc glati?"'

Helen raiset bier heati anti loaketi first at Mrs. NValdemnar
anti then at Mlargarot.

"la it truc?" aise asiret. "I dors't thiair I uraderstoot."
"Yos, pou diti, Helen," Margaret ansteret, japiuill;

"anti it is ail truc. Mamma. tell bier."'
..Vos, it is truc, Helen," Murs. WVaIdernsar saisi, vas

great tenderncss, as she kisseti ber. IlYoma âre I o bca=
cailti note; your father bas promiseti ta give Sibyl anti pou
ta me teben bie Ibaves Qainnecoca. Loki uts, dent, anti tell
us, as Margaret sa)s, if pou arc glati."

Glati! Ws it possible Lr that little word ai four letters
ta express Hclcn's jop? WVas it not ait a delusion ? wouid
it flot prove the atile fncp ai a tireans moment ? coultil t lbc
truc tsai se teas real' ging ta belong ta thens? Insteati
oi the separation she ad reatiet, tas site ta bc dratn more
elosely ta them ? Insîcati af the colti, unsympathetic pro.
tr-ction af iber ctnt, teas the hecelorth ta o s aieldetiby
their tender care?

Ves, it teas ail truc. The ver>' pressure ai is. Walder-
mar's arms as the beiti ber saiti so, and, witb anc glance anti
bier smiing face, Helen p ut bier armis arouati bez necir, andi,
res:îrag ber heati on bier shonitier, sahabeti lico a chilti for very
fuallness ai cantont andt joy.

Fortunatol>' tears ai glatness, lir pral shoters, are svon
ieti; anti in a tete moments 11elen wua able ta lookr op,

.nti with sraites anti gratetul word; assure Margaret ni bau
plenas: au th-. -cte arrangement.

'l Wc aie ta bc sisterà note, pou kaow, Helen," Margaret
saiti, in tient ticlbght anti parle ; "aanti Gauy till bc yout
brother jaast as muda as bac la mine- There, Helen," Mai.
gare: sait, "let us sit downr anti tak tlsirgs over calnsiy."

Anti, suitînZ ber actious t> bier teurdu. aragaret geaily
putheti leln banir muto ber chair, anti sat doer bp bier au
a bird.like flatter ofi nterot andi pleasure; anti vith ail tbu
frecdans anti sweetness ai a bird the chattered for a ehaik
rivmng full vent ta bier oten br;t 'topes anti anticipaas=
for the future, anti flot manaing-al tiuih acarcel' iunowag
-thai Helen veas ver>' slent.

It teas ail so sîrangi, s. smaddcr ta Helen, aIse langes! *0


