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7UIOSR GOOD OLD DIA lS.

Ail of us have heard th'nt the Cornier tines were
better than these. We have belon assured froin pol.
pli and platiorm, and through the press, that in the
goad old days which are no marc, child'en were bet-
ter taught nt boile; tat thcy moto commonly at.
tended church services; thaï, religion hall motoe power
In the fanaily and in the corniunîîy ; finit tlic papular
standard afi niegriy was highcr , and finit in many a
line, if flot la rail uine3, thc Citurch ai Christ bail a
stronger hold on the he.trta taud livcs of the peaple in
aur land and irn inther Chriastian lanids. BJut the diffi-
culty sà ta finit just when thesc gaod aid tinies began
and when îhey endeal ; avhen, in tact, was thear palm.
test season. That there -.vtrt such sautes, il as tiscless
to deny until we know tan periodal s claimeal for
thcm. It i saisi fihant a sad*hearîed young man asa
once braading glaonaaly aver lits satuaon and pros-
pects, whes hoe heard an argan.griaader strake up flic
tune, IlTheres a gaad lime carnng, boys." l3cang
of a practical turra of :stad, hie starîed up andl calied
out fria the door In the pcrsp.atetic inspirer, Il My
fr*end, yaar tune is very encouraging ; but wîll you
b. so gond as tn lix the date oi that good tinne thaî's
comangI Hawevcr unfair taï,t question may have
btec in the sphere of prophecy, it -s ccrtaaaly a fair
ane in the mains af histary. %N ail those persans who
naourn laver the goudal ad aimes whicit are ganc, bc soa
gaad as Ia fax the date aft thube taines? Then ve can
look at the reroid for flic eiviuenie.

Onet hi,,g às #vty sure, thetlaraent laver those good
aid days sa by nu means of reLcnî beginsigng. t %vas
in 1812 that Dr. Lyman 13-eLher, whu as very lar
tram bcang a tro.îker, de( iared of New England,
41The ancient dislsline of the Iaaily bas baeia cxtcn-
sively neglected. Chidrera h.tve zîcitlher been gov-
erned nar anstructcd iis religion as tticy arere in the
days of their faîhers." And ibis vvas belate the
Sunday-schooi could bc chargcd vvith undermining
fanaily religion I Two ycars later, hie tld af the
deliberate purpase ai Christian Parents la icave thear
children untaught in E bic ttult. su that they crauld
lie duly Ilcanverted"I fiam a ç.ansciausly ljst coridi-
tion i aî.d af the re3uts ai tt.i5 miule ui tt.tn II rhe
speciaus argument of leasîr g chlidtrn .ntstrutted
in religion, ihat they mijlhî, lit a riper age, choose
theoir awn religion wathaut bras, gave icibure for
depravity In fiature ais aia.t.î1  pi ejudîite3....
The resut was a btuad of iufidleas, an l hcietir 3, anad
profi.gatîcs." 7hl a- nat a %CEr anviting piture for
consparisan. It as evtdi-nt that th.e goud aid days
were saine distance baaJ- of se% Cnt> ) cars ago.

Thîrîy years tarîtei, ara aSthe Rres. S.amuel
Tarrey, in a sermun befure t General CJurt ai
Massachusetts, moaned outi. " Huas as tel.gian dyang
in famiiies! thraugh the neg1tct of the rtlg.aus ser-
vice and worship ofiG id, andl uf the religtuus edur-a-
tion af ch.Idren and) > u.h 1n fan.alaes. Ta ul>, here and
hereby religion receîved ils deaîh's wound.» 7hat
evaidcraîy was net a good linie, as gotd ulen viewed
il, ini camsparisons witb former da> s. Let us push bac.k
juto earlier trnes Dr. Cotton Mather pubiished a
sermon in 1706 oni "lThe Gond OU. WVay," in whicb
lie said sweeptngly cf that day : IlThere as a gent. aI
and a horrble decay af Christiar.iîy aniong the pro-
fessors cf it. . . . Ah ' sinful niation,. Ah - chil
dren that are corrupters. . . . The complaints ai
the corruptioras ;n the lives cf Christians - litf,*e
skort of univer;aI, are everywbhert, ever> day, waund-
iaig tour cars." It will neyer do 10 stop ai 1,706 tonalte
the beginnsing ai the decline from the good limes of
which we art in search. Dr. Ir.crcase Mlather, faîber
cf Cotton Mather, bad bis say in 16;S, in a treatise
entitled " Paay for the R»sirg Ges-era-ion.u Ht
ssi d I "Paayer is needful 011 th;s arccauni, in that
conversions are becarning tare in this age ai tht
world. . . . The body of the rising generalian is
a poar, perish-ng, uncanverte,. ' e Àc. tht Ltd
pour devin His Spirit' an urdrane gene. tô."Theni,
as sbawing that hie vaas r.ot rcefèaýng ta a iow
spiritual standard merci), hie went ;rto parlac.uat3,
declaring that, jast r.oav, there are ' atany that are
profane, drunkards, iaszivioaus, s:cff.rs at the powers
ci godliness, despisers af those that are gond, disobe-
dierak" This puis us bak mort tirait laa centuries
frram to-day for tht better days of News Etgland;i and
certainly New Englauad was flot bchind the rest cf the

country, In the fitst century of tts exist.ence, ina the
matter cf household religion, af educaion, and 0f
morillîy.

Tht neirest atîternpî we can dîscaver in the cailer
New England writlngs to fax the dite ai flic good aid
days, Is fa an elecîlon ser mon by the Rev. Mr. Prince,
af liosion, wbereln it lsanffirmai flhnt the "wandleiltil
work cf the griacc ai Gad, begun In E'ngland andr
brouglit saver l.tther, was c.trried on white the grenier
part cf tire firat generatlon lîvcd, for about thirty
years :andl then the second generaîlan rislng up and
growing thaiclc on the stage; a lîttie af'er i66o, thete
berqr to aappear a dccay ; and ibis increascd ta 161o,
whehr Kt grew very visible and t'-rextening, and "vas
gcnerally cornplained, ai and bittcrly bcwiet by the
piaus aimrang them ; and yet intacts nmare to t68o, %%,lie
bat iew of the irst generation remained." It will be
ndîîîitted, an ail hands, that the average religions
standard la likely In be hîgher in a cammanlly ai re-
liglaus refugees lisai Ina miscellaneous buLiness coin-
munity ; and that Il white flht greater paî t of the first
generatlonî al f Pilgriins-and I'aitans in New Ftaglaaid
remaiied alive, there was mare attention ta religiaus
warship and Christian service than in aur country as
a whole to-day. Buat ibis la no proaf that there bas
been a better day than aur own in Amnerica wiîhin tht
last two, bandred years.

It is just efghty years aga fiant WVilliam Wordsworth
sung of England :

Plain living l hiRlh thinking arc no mare.
,rhc =amt beauiy ofi ht' goai raute

lit Canc; our priace. our (carlil Innocence.
Andi pure rtiion brcaaitang liousehuiti laws.

Poar old EngIand! WVhen «<erc lier halcyon days of
Christian living?

Oi Scostland, Dr. Thomai Chalmers tells ai the
"4waful degencracy"I which ad beca gaing on in ie
familles ai that land before tlic introduction of the
Stiniay-school, at the close ai the cighîcenîh cenîuîy.
He insisîs fiant alrcady, in bais lime, tht question is
46not whether the rasing generalion shall be îraincd In
Cliristianity in schools, or trained ta il undtr the roof
of their faitiers, but wbethtr îhcy shall 'je îraincdl ta
it in schaols, or flot traîncd la i ai ait." . And as long
ago as tht year 1700, a volume on the Jaît Measures
ai thae l'sous Institution ai Voutb, was publashed ina
Ediniburgb, in tht preface ta which aI as declared, thal
in bcotland personal relîgiaus claaractcrisiîcs "are
scarcely discernable tany mot." White, as si, as hope-
fully suggesied, Ilthert are stili tome good saufs,
. . . it as certain thal the number af such is vety
smalL . . . Ttiey are bite precînus joaveis th't
lie hîd under the rubbish and desolations ai a statlt
fabric, andl cannaI be found out by a long andl labo-
rnaus seairch." bcoatland's bet days sscm a obc as fair
in the past as New Engiaais.

Andl s0 it wauld be tonnai an every lanad, tht history
of which was searched for information on ibis point.
Solomon insisted, an bis day, that the persans who
then wanîcd ta knaw wvhy the former ays were better
thian thear day, might save tliemseives tht trouble af
loaktng for the rmusans af tht declane ; for ast wasn'ît
trac that there had been any better day than theirs.
1 lhe Israelites in the wildtrness rnoaned aver tht good
ciai days ai Egypi, whtn cucumbers and nixelans and
tecks and anions and garlîc and fisli were plenty;
but when thase gond aid days wcre the present limie,
those saine peopie hall wished arad washtd and washtd
fur tht blesser days ai that aiher IPnaraob. Ailer al],
tht only realiy gaad aId days af the past were thost an
Eden befare the Faitl; and if those are tht days that
tht croakeis have an mmtd whtn Ihey talk ai the
degeneracy ai aur tintes, îhey are nght an thear coin-
paissons,; but ail salis ai any better days than these
sinice that lime as-bosa !-S. S. Timi~s.

BELlE VJNG AND I) VINUC.

There are naany failacies canrent on ihis subject.
One is, Il It nakes no difference what a man believe,
praviding heis sincere. This, la sa far as il relates ta
the irîfl.aence ai a man's bel.ef on bis etternal destin),
is a +.aestion be>and hun.ana knowledge. It bas not
bacea given us ta knaw who wili be saved. Our igno-
rance should deter us fram swceping assertions cibler
way. Each ant bas only stifiient. knowledge of duky
to malie bis awn calling andl elecâon suile.. Ht cair-
not judge cf tht sii.ctrity ai oîhtrs, or knaw on what
principîts the final judgment cf benighted souls will
proceed. We know that tht jadge if ail the carth
will do right, andl that His severest penalties are dic-

taledl by inake love. As related ta tbis lict, %te
statement tinder cans1deration là manlifstly faite. if
true, IL would justify tht greatest crimes in a butor7,
Slncerity dotes nat save men Croms the most fatal
errors la condclu. Saut ai Tarsus tins sîncere, "ver.
lly thlaagl lie was dalng God's service," In p,-rsect.
laag tht Clîurch. 74e fanatlc who tirat long sînce
killcd lits chîlai under lthe Impression that hte hads a
revelatian fraîn Goad ta do so, was doubtlitit sincere
Tht more sincerely errer la believed, the mort
dangcroas it becoies.

Attother caanan fallacy . lh makes na difference
wbat a man believes, If ho livest right,» la simply a
self contradiction. fio live rigbt anly in proportion
as theîr belicis are righî. Thetlifte is the expression
ofitlic bellef. Ifa salan's blcis are ail wrong, bis life
will be ail wroaag. It is trut that mon under stress of
temtaamon do wrong knowingly, andl in sptale ai rîght
belicis. But no man ever liveal a rightcus, self.
dening life wiîh tht conv;ctton Iliat lie vins doits
wirong. McaIo may bie wors- t itan their crecd, but art
neyer better. Tht crecal a man traverses in doicl
right la flot an expressiona of hiqî reil belief. IlAs a
inan thlnketb in lits heurt, sa is hie,"# la net trac of
those wboa ct contrary ta their corvictIons ai duty.
Il is trac only ai twa classes :Those who, sincerely
believt errar, wl". iaavt Ilchangeai the trutli min a
lit," and de, wro ig beiieving il ta be right ; and those
who, lîaving truc and cicar convictions of duty, liare up
ta, thean.

The siacere beliei of error cas neyer bo barilas.
Errer is, in is nature, a lie ; aad les reccived into
thetiad can anly have a bad effect upon it, andl the
lafie. For trutit, especially religious fruts, andl (aise.
bood, wbich is the negation ai truth, are bath relateal
.11 tlci. Belai andl abedience of tht trulli prodaices
haly lives. Falsehood belleveil and acteal upon pro.
daces corrupt lives. II Tht good tret bringeth fond
gond 1tuit,"1 andl tht watersI flwing <rata the bitterI
fotantaain art always bitter. IlBy their fruits ye shah
knaw them."l Trutli and error may bc'-.a be judged by
their influence on canduct. No saler test can lie
aoplied to any dogma than is p-Tactical warking.
Uye il, and that wall prave lis v'lIidlty and worth.
Tht sane practical test shows the errer af false and
perniciaîas dogmas.

Tht place for ensphasis, andl far tht gititest cane
is tht lufe, anal tir the reasen ibat tht tcndency 'S ta
inake irtellectual ioyaiîy ta creeds a substitute flr
holy living. Practice dotes flot keep pace wiîh knawr
lt.lge. Càristianity seems ta have much more pet-
fectly accaniplisheal ils wark upon tht humans intel.
lect than upon humain life. WVe ail knaw mach bet-
ter than we do, and believe much maore trass e
reduce t0 practice. Ho-v few approach in expeneace
to the aprigbthess and nabieness ai thecir convictions
N cahingcars be mare dangeraus than tbis divorce ci
righu. belitfs frein siglateous living. lu. indicates morn1
paralysis. 'Ve deplore scepticism, but which à
warse I~o disbelieve, anad ta act consistently with ais.
belie!; or ta receive the most important tuuths witb
firm conviction, andl suraightway ta live an infide
lhie? The inspireal cautians against ibis course aie
most solemn: " lBe ye daers ai tht Word, anal et
bearers only, deceiving yaur awn selves.» IlNat
every ane thai, saitb unto me, Lord, Lordi, shahi eater
into tht kingdoan of heaven, but Lie that doleth lt
will ai My Father which is in heavers. And ini the
parable. the servant that knew bis lord's will andl ad
it not was beaten with mani stripes.

Tht value ai soanal doctrine is ils tendency ta pre
dace sounal lives Tht object of ri,ýht btlieving is
righi living. "Tht endoaItht commandmrent k," oc
that we may have an accarat creed, but, "llove oui ci
a part lecart and a good conscience anal faita ut
feigned ;Il that Is hetart.belil, the sincerity ofiwhich.
is shmown by is fruits in conduc. anda characler. 00
belieis were intendeal ta, b. mative-pewers in the 111e,
if they are not, they are barren andl worthless
IFaith without works is dead.»l Wc necal, flan,

most ai ail, ta change aour dead beliefs into a living,
operative faith. Let aur belef in Christ nnake ni
Cbr:stians. Let us live our beliefs Hike hinest men,
binal, by links cf steel, every cornviction ta ils execu
tion, and lie net bearers af the Word alane, non c
lievers ai the Word ahane1 but be dzers of tic %ora
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L. ra> like tht waters zi the se&, frembens only .hr
ht ascenals taward lieaven.-R'cA1or.
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