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REV. D. H. FLETCHER IN JERUSALEM.

The following letter from the: Rev. D, H. Flelcher
to the conpregation of McNab:sireet Presbyterian
Church, Hamilton, will, we have no doubt, be read
with interest by many of our subscribers :

My DEAR FRIENDS,~— Though- far from me you are
frequemtly the subjects off my thoughts and prayers,
and it is to me also a matter of great comfort to
cherish the confidence that [ am often borne on your
spirits in your approaches to the throne of our hea-
venly Father. When exposed 1o perils by sea and
land, the felt.assurance that petitions for my safety
and guidance are sent up to the divine Protector by
my dear’ péople is a saurce of continual comfort to
me.  You will be glad to know that, with the excep.
tion of a temporary cold from which 1 suffered for two
weeks, 1 have enjoyed good health since I left home,
After visiting Rome and other Italian cities, and after
a most delightful passage of four days across the
Medifetmnean Sea we arrived in Egypt on the 11th
of May. There ane coming from Amernica or Europe
finds himself in an entirely new world ; the people, in
dress, manner and other respects, forming a strong
contrast 10 what he has been accustomed to see at
home. The two iargest cities in Egypt are Alexan-
dia and Cairo, the Iatter, which is the capital, has a
population. of about half a million, and contains up-
wards of four. hundred mosques or places of Moslem
worship; Many of the streets, especially the oldest,
are extremely narrow and thronged with human
beings, intermingled with a rwlutudinous mass of
beasts.. The ruless of Egypt, especially the late Khe-
dive, have a mania for building splendid palaces, and
certainly some of those which we visited are truly
maganificent. But, alas! while the rulers have been
living amid such costly splendour, the poor, nuscrable
subjects are living in wretched mud buts. It isam-
possible to conceive of dwellings more squalid and re-
pulsive in their appearance than those of the fellakeer,
the farming peasantry of Ezypt, and the money which
has been lavished so freely in the erccuion of these
palaces has been wrung by a system of merciless
taxation from the oppressed and degraded people.
Poor people! As one learns the extent of thzir op-
pression and degradation, he burns with moral indig-
nation against taeir selfish and tyrannical rulers.

Through the British Consulate I obtained a pass
which entitled me to admission to all the mosques of
Cairo. .I-visited a few of the most ancient as well as
some of those most recently erected. Some of the
Moslem places of worship are of vast magnitude.
Each bas one or more minarets from the top of which.
a Sheikh calls the people to prayer seven times every
twenty-four hours. The response is such as to teach
a solemn lesson to Christians.

1 spent some time in'El- Ashar, the great university
of the Moslems, situated in the vary centre of Cairo.
Thare are- at present twelve thousand students in
attendaace from all parts of the Mohammedan wold.
In one large open court I saw over two thousand
students seated on their mats poring over the Koran,
the great Mgslem text book in theology, philosophy
and jurisprudence, It is impossible to observe the
manner in which the professors and students apply
themselves to their work without fecling convinced
that the religion of Mohammed has a poxcrfal hold
on_their- hearts, and: that they are thorougbly deter-
mined to maintain and disseminate it. .

Of all places in Egypt which I visited the one that
absorbed my attention most was Helivpolis, the an-
cient -city of On, whose high priest was Joseph's
father-in law, and where Moses was learned in all the
wisdom of Egypt. The spat where it is alleged the
granaries of Joseph stood .aas pointed out to-me;
also the place where Moses was found by the King’s
daughter, and where the holy family dwelt during
their sojourn in Egypt, whither they fled 'to save the
life of the infant Saviour- from the hands'of Herod.
But in reference to these and other places, the ques-
tinn always presented itself to my mind, is this really
the place? What'is the evidence? Is it satisfactory?
\Vith regard te Heliopolis; however, there is no room
10 doubt. There iStands that solitary, magnificent
orlisk of red granite, with its inscriptions as distinct
as the day it wis cut, to point.out where the once
famous Temple of-the Sun stcod. Standing there
when. Abraham:came down to. Egypt to escape ‘the
famine in Canaan, it*has witnessed the material glory
and dagradation of the land of the.Pharaohs. May
God grant that at no disiant day it may witness

Egypt again rising, through the power of the Gospel,
10 a truer and geeater glory than it ever possessed in
‘the days when these stupendous monuments of its
greatness were erected !

The United Presbyterian Church of the States has
_done a noble work in Egypt, and has now a Presby-
tery consisting of twenty-cight members, called the
Presbytery of Egypt.  Dre, Lansing and Dr, Watson,
who are at the head of the mission work and college
in Cairo, are bath able and devoted men. Oa Sab-
bath moraing [ ieard Dr. Watson preaching in Arabic
to a large congregation. In response to Dr. Lansing’s
tnvitatton 1 took his service, and preached the Eng-
Jish sermon. As 1 entered the pulpit the thought
-that 1 was about 1o preach the Gospel 1n the capital
of that land where the ancient pezople of God so-
Journed for a season tllcd me with emotions such as

I will not attempt to descnbe.

After leaving Egypt we landed in Palestine, at
Joppa, on Saibbath morning, the 215t of May, and
rexchied jerusalem, the Cuy of the Great King, on
Monday the 22nd, at four o'clock 1n the afternoon. 1
rode on horseback from Joppa, and, though the ride
was long and fatguing, especially on the rugged
Judean Mountains, yet the thought that I was that
n.ght to abide in the city of David and Solomon took
such possession of tmy mund that I was almost uncon-
scious of anything else. Thne first sight [ had of the
.cty 1 never shall forget. We entered by the joppa
gate, and rode directly to our hotel, which stands on
the brow of Mount Zion, close to the place where
Dawvid’s house must have been. Ar once I ascended
to the highest part of the flat roof, which commanded
-a complete view not only of the city uself, but of the
surtounding country as well. There 1 remained for
houts, filicd with emotions that now and then made
the tears drop from my eves, il at last the sun,
serting b-hind Crlvary, bithed in a flhod of polden
light the Manat of O'ives, a plire which will ever
be cherished in the hearts of Christians as one of
those so often trodden by the feet of that blessed

lost: We have alrealdy visited Heoron, the desli-
iy pa.e of AY aham, Buhlehem, the birth j.ace
of Chris', the D-ad Sea, the River Jordan, and
numerous other places to the south and cast of Jeru-
salem. To-morrow the British.Consul.is to ssndus a
pass by which ws will be admuted into the great
Mocque of Omar, a place closed agamst all Chrisuans
t.ll quite recently. On Thursday morning we purpuse
to go north to Bethel. May the Lad God of Isracl,
who tevealed His glory in manifold forms in this
wonderful Jand, command His blessing to rest upon
you all, is the earnest prayer of your affectionate pas-
tor. D. H. FLETCHER.
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INTERNATIONAL LESSONS.

LESSON XXIX.
aly s Ex..a.
Jagur } THE CALL OF MOSES. ey

Goipex Text —* And;:said, Certainly I wall be
with thee,"—Ex. iii. 12.

HOME READINGS

M. Ex#it1g .. The Call of Mosés.
T. Ex ii. 15:22. ....The Message to Israel.
W. Acts vit. 30-36.....The Voice of the Lord.
i Th. Isa. w1 2 13....... The Lord in His Glory.
F. Ysa lxae.119. ...By the Right 2land of Moses.
S.  Ps. xxvii. 1+4...... Wait on the Lord.
$ab. Ps. ciii. 1-22.......Lord Merciful and Gracious,

HELPS TO STUDY.

Our 1ast lessan 1+ft Moses sitting by a well, .wearied with
his long )urney and, no doubt, disconsolate coongh ; dis.
cautaged, nut su mach by s own exile as by the appar-
en'ly hopeless condiriun of his kindred in their aljeut
thraldam ; for in all his history we donnt find him actuated
by selfish motives. ;

Wells are few and far between in eastern countnes at
the piresent day, and they wero still fewer and Tather be-
fween in the daye preceding the Tsraclitish exodas, so Moses
could not sit long beside a well without making the acquaint-
ance of .some of the inhabitanta of the country,  Very
speedily his nuble and heroic instincts found fitting exeraise
in protecting weak maidens from lawless ard barbarous
men.  Chivalry did not originate ia Spain, neither was the
first champiun of woman’s rights bom in America, )

It is 1o wornder that there: was one 'among ‘the sevei
daughters of Jethro who thought so well of the hiave and
gencious stranger that she became his wife.

The following divisioa-of the Ie<son may be found suit-
able : (1) An Adsenturous Skepkerd, (2) The Burning
Busk, (3) The Commission ~Given, (4) Objections
Answered. )

I. AN ADVENTUROUS SuePHERD.—Ver. 1, **Th
servants are shepherds, both we and also our fathers,” sai
Jacob's sons 10 Pharaoh-when he asked: them what was
their occepation (Genesis xlvii. 3). It was a bold and

Saviour who came to seek and save that which was |

N

hunest confession to make 1n l‘xc presence of.an Egyptan
king, fur shepherda were ¢‘an abomtnation unto, the Eaypt.
ians.” Ilere we find a déscéndant of oné of these shepherds
taking kindly and contentedly to the occupation of his an.
cestors, elthough he had spent forty years of his life in the
refined and elevated em?‘loymenu of a royal court and
among an austocracy that despised pastoral pursuits,
There is some truth 1n the sciemific doctrine of heredity,
but there is still more truth in ihe fact that those who are
taught ol God leatn in whatsoever state they are thecewith
to be content.

Now Moses kept the flock of Jethro his father-in.
law, the pricst of Midlan, Jethro is called * Reuel* in
the preceding chapler; the latter designation is 'probably a
tertitonal tile.  The word translated **priest* will bear
the rendening prince, prubably he was both,  FHe seems to
have Lzen o perfect type of the Bedouin of the noblest
class —geaerous and hotpitable, a man of great prudence,
minute local information, and wide peneral knowledge of
human affans.  His wise counsels were afterwards of much
sctvice to Moses «a orgamaing the avil government of the
Israelitish nution By biith he was a Kenite, a descendant
of Abraham and Keturah. ‘Chis race comes in contact with
the chosen prople at more thin one point in their history,
and always in a fnsndly arude,

And he led the fluck 10 the backside of the desert.
Far Leyond the limits of their wonted pastures the flicks of
Jethro strayed and Moses checked them not nor turned
then homeward. This was the rule of nomadic hife,
the wides the range the better the flock thiove; and
Mases was none the worse a shepberd for being a phil-
osopher and an explorer. Kut why did he cross the
desert, and why did he come to what was alterwards known
to him as the mountain of God? Probably he coutd not
tell—not any better than thousands of the human race,
<ince hic day, can teit how they were led to Sinai, aad thence
to Calvary. God leads his own in a way which they know
not,

1. TisR BurNING Busit.—Vers. 2, 3. Moses was a
phi'oropher —a maa wha cannut cuntent himsell wuhasking
what ? but always aiks why ? —and he now found something
to puzzle him, It has puzzled manv 2 philosopher of more
fec i umes 1o account for the continued exisience and pro-
gress of the Chu ch of C .rist {which the buining bust repre-
sented) amid the fires of persecation and opposition.  Moses
soon had hus difficul ies solved because he drew near enough
to have them solved ; and there 1s 2 lesson here for all
othess whu are sn the habu of asking * why 2 ¥

The angel of the Lord ihat appeated 10 Moses could
have been no other than God the Son, the Angel of the
Cuvenant, Jur the being who addresses him out of the buin.
1,2 bush wieaufies Himsell with the Da y.

111 Tie comstssion Gives.—Vers, 4-10. Once
VMoszs had essayed, ta his own £ wl.<h, human way, to de-
fend his cnslaved bLrethren fram oppression, and he had
failed—nnw he tecerves a comm:sston from oa high, not only
tu difend, but to deliver them enutely from the bondage of
centuries, an lead them - not merely from Egypt to Canaan,
but from serfdom 10 freedom, a transition that could not bLe
effected by mere travelling, but required instruction and
‘trantag 3 lor he who 1s a slave, and the s«n of 2 slave,
auaut be Lhenged anto a free man mesely vy having his
shackles removed.

Draw not nigh bither: put off thy shoes, etc. God
is everyw here, but there are places in which His presence is
spectally mani(asted. There was a time when people erred
1y regar ding sac ed places with sapersiitious dicad. Now
the tendency is in the opposite dizection. It will be 2 1oken
for good when all our young people shew more reverence
for the housz of God than a very large number of them do
at precent.  In theeast the shoes or sandals are put off as
a matk of respect before entering even a private dwelling,
and no onc there would ever think of apptoaching a place
of worship uncesemoniously,

1 am the Ged of by rather. The word *‘father is
singu.ac 1n the unginal as «t ts ta the English version but 1t
is to be understood collectively.

Thoe God of Abrabam. This connccts Moses with the
covenant. The God of Abraham of Isaac and of Jacob is
the same God still, and the promise s 10 us even as it was
to the caihiet members of the Church.  Let us take hold of
the chain and claim our birthright.

1 have surely seen the affliction of My people.
Here st scems to be taken ior granted that if God sees a
wrung He wil nght i, other passages of Sznpture teach.
us thai e will eaniainly do su svunes vt laier, and of Has
omniscience there is abundant evidence.

Come now therefore and I will send thee unto
Pharaob. eThe task set belore Messs was certamly ao
arduous one, and well might he shrink from it, but 2 won-
dezful strenpth is imparnied 1o weak humanity by the com-
n.and ** Come now and J will send thee.”

1V, UBJECTIONS ANSWERED.—V218. 11, 14. * Now
Muses was ety meeh, above ail men that were upoa the
face of the eanth” (Nambers xii. 2), and he certainly ap-
pears very meek and very humble in the passage hefore us:
but 1t was the grace of God that made him so; forty yecars
in God’s scaool in the widerness had wrought a wondcerful
change ,.at was no 'meeh man that slew the Egypuian.and
hid him in the sand. .

Who am-I that T should go unto Pharaoh? How
beautiful the modesty and backwardness of Moscs appear
taken sn connsclion with the peneverance and heroism which
he afiecrwards displayed’in carmryiog: out-his life-work—the
true man is always beiter than his word. .

1 AM hath sent me unto you. Previous to this time
Gnd had made” Himself known as EL-Suappal, God Al
mightly; now Hereveals Himsell as Jenovau—the one
cternal, unchangeable being, the same yesterday, to-day and
forzver. \Who clse can always say I am?™ This was
Moses’ authority ; by thiz sublime name he was to awaken
the slumbering traditional religion of his enslaved brethren,
and rouse.them to strike for frecdom. The Jehovah thus
dimly made known to the Hebrews is still more plainly ze-
vealed to us in the person of Jesus Chast, the Redeemer of
Israel, the captain of our sxlvation,
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