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tireïr bulil A aocond perled of tire formation cf
creedas, or virai may ho more dlstinctively cailed con-
fessions, was ln sornewhat-thougb not cxactiy-par.
a&Hel clrcumnstances, when the modern Churcir was
called upon te tirrcv cff the Incrustatins of tire dark
siges.,

1 may hissr. notice lncidcntally that tire naine " Con-
fession cf PailA * la a mianomer, as they are ceafes-
alon% cf bilti/ cti oafa tire Intellectual views or opin-
ions cf tiroir writera on tire teachinlga of Scripture;,
but tire use of thre name tas ollen led ta the resuit
tirai an honsest différence as ta the correctness cf sucir
an opinion, iras been bittcrly rcsented as an mpostacy
(rom tir. (ar cf the Gospel. But sureiy it la possible
for twe Cirristiana to differ as te the meaning of a
passage of Scrlptîrre, wîthaut each as: uming that the
otirer bas separated frain thre living Savicur ta whomn
iris fauir binds hun.

Creedsanmd confessions of belief ncusay lly partake
of thre peculiarities cf tiie urne cf their orngin. The
aid cnes, aucir as thre Atiranazian creed, consist af
tire Gretk pirilosophical speculations on the Hebrew
Sctlptures ; or te speair more exactly, of thc apecula-
tions of Arjan Intellect on Shemitiair sacred writings.
A uingula result cf ibis Iras been the use cf expres-
sions, viricir, if tey ever conveyed any ircal idems te
thre anicient mind, certainly do net do sa te the mnad-
ema Thre Scripture ctrins cmpioycd ta detote the of-
ficiai and fuactional position of thre parsons of tire
Trinity ln the glosious plan af salvation have been
mlsapplied and nisundruîccd as expressing their
personal relations taecacir aiter, and pi3sing ceaturies
bave net flminatcd the. error. Mlany bitter anrd wenry
coniroversies migiri bave been avoided badl i beea
ebsurvedi that thcy had no nccessary cennection wiîir
thre Scripture truths on whicb tircy wcre osienaibiy
founded.

Tire Westmninster standards originated la an age of
streng, sien and rugged thcology. They prescrit the
characier cf GocI la Ias stemner aspect, ratirer tirai ia
tirai levlng one la whicb the Gospels and Epistles de-
ligiri. This Is ne doubt a defect, but we musi ai tire
saine tiare rememaber tirai the men vire formed thc
Assembly were giants la intellect and lcarning, and
migirty la tire Scripturcs. We bave an illustration cf
thc promise cf tire text, and an evideace cf lis fulfil-
ment la thre manifest guidance cf tirai Spirit cf trutir
directing the humais work cf ttc Assembly, la tire faci
tirat after nearly tva and a ffl centuries of testing
aad tria, lis; systcm cf doctrine stands unimpaired,
and ctia cme as regards tire metre drapery of tirai sys-
teint sa Uitile sirould bave become obsolete.

Tire Presbyte!ian Cirurcir talces tire truc position on
tire question cf creeds ; ia rcgarding ttc WVord ai God
as tire Infallible standard cf trutir, and tire Confession
as a geserIally correct and useful summary cf ts dac-
trintal teaciigs Tire Westminster divines claimed
ne infaffibility for tireir wark, but ever referrcd itet
tire Word oi Gd ; and founded. ail dlaims te lis ac-
ceptance on lus agreement itir ctia Word. Thre saine
prurcipie (orms tire fcundation cf our brancir cf tire
Cirurcir-tire Act cf Unien dcanag tirai tire Scrip-
turcs are tire cnly infallihe me, and tirai tire West-
rmîraster Confession sirali ferm tire subordinate stami-
dlard. Thre autirerrîy cas drus bc (ouad ia any question
as te virat our teaciring i ta eir. Tire question ia now
agitating many mind viretirer tire Confession could
be imrproved by a revisien and a sirortcning witir tire
aid of tire lncreased knevledge cf tbis century. Ne
deuil îirecreticafly il could ; but viretirer ia pressent
cci-umsiances it would bre practicable te improve ic,
is very douhiful. There la every probability ctiai a.
termins mnade in tire present temper cf any Prcsby-
ternait Chur-ch, vould be anytming but an irnprovement.
On doctrinal questions tire fullest fcrhcarance sirculd
ho exeriedM aà te différences of views a.nong meuh-
ren, and vir=seer a change la deemed noecssary it
vili ho beuter te append an explanatary note or dedlar-
murve enactsient, tirans te mutilate tire grand oid docu.
ment luseif ; virile différences of opinion on virai are
net; iitiera cf doctrine, may ho 1.51 alone. If tirer
are any ln our Cirwrch vire are warsirippers cf tire
mmcre cter cf tire Confeission, and "ho wish ta bave
an eritir vierbal acceptance cf it, tircy had botter dis.
saisie tires. wlses ait once, as tire trne for tireir falfil.
ment la long pasi in thre ligiru and knowledge cf thre
preisent day. AndI if tire are among irs tire virose
ireartsam- arr bling for tireArkcf Godarnidtiredis-
integrating ienliencies cf tire age, tbey may lisnilst

ihdr<gar, assaitred tirai tire haltirrs of out sensm of
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doctrinal tth are (ounded on the Rock of Ages, and
cannot be shakens.

The WVestmilnster Standards were neyer meant to
stand ln the way of a fuite r and cleepet study ai Gwda
WVord, as the fruntain of trusth, nar ta ho regarded

as tuie ultimatum etits lenchings. Two consideratlons
hew thls, ,,t. The promise cf the textis for MIl time,

and belongs to bellevers living . Il the nineteenth cen-
tury as fully as to those who llved in tire seventeenth;
and it Is ta be soughît for in connectian wlth diligent
study cf God's revealed truth. 2nd. It la evident that
wc as a Church do net regard the Confession asth
ultimatum of theology, <roint the care and atiention bc-
stowed on our theological coilegee, and our efforts and
expenditure te iricrease their cflicicncy ;as aIse from
the value we attach ta high training for the mirristry,
which needa deep and continucus study.. ['t muat be
acknowledgcd. that lte training of opr ministry il flOt
what it ougbt taobe, and incrcased effarta must bc put
forth ta rasse fi ta a higher standard. The. great
questions winch occupy man's îhought, are of a shifi-
îng nature, and we shail soon bc ef in the bark-
ground, unless by intense effort we cans keep abrcast
of the age, using every source of nids for the study of
the holy Scriptures, and ai the saine timne, cars meet
and conquer thre sceptîcal tendencses cf the age on
tireir owa ground of science and phîlasophy. An ap.
peal ta authorlty here is useless now, whatcver it inay
have beecrin the p..st.

There la la each age somne trutir which attaîns prositi-
nence, and whicir being opposed, becomps the pies.
cnt truth for which the C' .rch na uad's wàîrress Is
requircd to testify. The pctsonal existence af God
and His converse wih the human spirit, the rcaliiy of
His revelation and tire autharity cf Hîs WVord are
cailed in question te-day. Humais authority ia being
cxalted abave tire divine, and the hast ai God, relying
on the. prescrit living power of tire Spirit ai trutir, must
oppose error and uphold the authority ai God's truth.
To us in titis young nation our divine Head is naw
canlmitting an iro' citant work, ta plant and cultivate
a Churcir cf a pitre Scriptural faim and teaching pure
Scriptural doctrines. 0 mnay the grirce of God and
the teaching of tire Spîrît af crut be sa gîven t0 us,
ctvirwe rnay be fatttul in banding down God's tests-
mony and His law ta latestigenerations.

And now, fathers and brethrea, proceeding ta the
work cf the Sytaod, let us seck te reaize thre preseace
and guidance cf the Spirit of trutit, chat the beauîy
of the Lord may be upon us, and God's wark ia our
banda may be establisbcd.

REMINIScENCES 0F TIfS ORIGIN OF
TWVO PESEYTARIAN COUREGES

IN CAADA.
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I.-QJEENCS COLLEGOL
In thc year 1831 the Synod ci thre Preshyterian

Churcir cf Canada la cennectron witt the Churcit cf
Scotlaid wasfornied. Tire United Synod,organized in
s 83o, several times discussed thre importance cf estab-
lishing a tbeological institution in Upper Canada. Thre
Latter body numbered fiftcen mînisters inl i83o, and tire
Presiryterians of U ppier and Lowcr Canada were tcck-
oned ai about 30,ooct O hat by t861 we had increased
nearly twelve-fold, as thre census tirai year gave us
over, 6oooo. In thre year 1835 several of tire fluais-
ters oi thc United Synod jaîaed the Synod of Canada,
and in 1836 the Toronto Presbytery resolved te over-
turc tirai Synad, praying for thre establishrment cf a
theologic;al college At tire Synod field in 1838, ttc
Preshyteries cf Torante and Hamilton overtured thre
Syrîod on the saine subjeci, and it was chers resolved
te oiginte sucir an institution, and a cornmittee was
appointcd te prepare a acharne for tirai abject. The
Commission cf Synod cf 1839 recomrnended that imme-
dhaie steps bre taken te raise $8oooo te Sicecoe for
thre endowment of a literary and tireologicai college,
stating chat il wotzld bc easy te do se, as thre Prcsby-
terlan population vas computcd ait scoo. It would
ho casier now te raise $r50oc for thre endowrnent cf
Knox College, viren thre adirerenîs cf our Cirurcir in
thre twe Provinces are probably four tcimes as mnany.
Tire object was two-fold, te furrish educatian te thre
rising youth of aur people, based on Scriptural princi-
ples, and te train a native ministîy te supply aur spirit-
ual destitution. Thcy say tirat tire Churcir cf Scot-
land bas always been distiziguisbcd for thre scholarsirip
cf ber ministers, and se have most of thre cirurches tirai
-bav.e prng from bar. Attr.Synodheldin july, r&,.o,
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Instr'ucions were gîven te Preibyterles te collect funds
for ttc endormnent of Queen'a CQllege, KCingston.
Mleantime severdi young in, brougiri up ln Canada,
liad dcvotcd themscives ta ttc service cftire Lo)rd, la tte
work cf tire Gospel rnnistry. Rev. Angus McColl, cf
Chratham, begans iis studies la t834 or i8j5 under tire
auspices of tire Presbytery of Hamilton, with Dr. Rae,
Plrincinal of tire Hamilton Grammar Sciraci, a teacirer
emineni fcr sctoiarship and urbanity. la February,
1838, Mn. hl Coli was Jolned by the wrlter, and la
September, t8j8, by John AlcK'innon, laceocf Carleton
l'lace, Ont. Then iolewed Mlessrs. Balmer aird
Duene, George B.-ll (non, Dr. Bell>, and Lachian
Nlclherson, of William. Dr Tassie, tire amous
teacher of tte Gait High Sciroal, war assistant ta Dr.
Rae. Aller ihico years au H-amilton, tire wniter
studlcd ln 0R4 s under tire cane af Rev. William
Rintoul of Streeraville, and ttc teacher of tire Streets-
ville Grammar Snireal, Mir. A. Simpson. Mlirle ni
Hamiilton, tire Presbysery regularJy held examinations
cf tirestudenîs. On 7thir arcir, 842,Q"îeen'sCcllege
was opened, tire P1rofessera bcing Principal iWv.
Thomas Liddell, D.D., and Rev. P c. Caimpbell,
A.M., Professer of Classical ~Lit@.-ure. Tire Collegm
began wiîh the following th4ulogicli students -Angus
h1colI, john Micicanon, George Bell, Robert Wal.
lace, Tirem.t Wardrope, William Bain, and Joirn
Corbett -tre tirce hast net iravlng studied at Harnil-
sua. Thea followec Patrick Gray, tire laie esteeined
pastor cf Chalmers Churcir, Kingston , Alexander
Wallace, of Huatingdon, Quebec; and Lacirlan hIc-
Pherson. Maosi of these continued togetirer during
thrce sessions, until near tire close ai April, 184..
This Iittle band cf praying studensis fornied a ver>
happy braîirerhaod, very mucir aitacbed te eacb.
oirer and ta tireir prclessors, applying tiremacîves
closcly te teir studies, and aeldom taking relaxation
save for a walk on a Saturday aftemrn, mare rarely
a row la a boat, or a drive cir a friand. Sometimes
ttey met fer an brout ai ttc bouse cf saine friend for
music and genial intercaurse, se promotive cf elasti-
ciîy af spirits, tealth, and tappiness. TIre vniter en-
joyed ver>' mucir chuee interciranges ai tirougiri and
feelings on literary, social, and religieus tapics, and
eli ctia ire derlved mucir benei frams tten. Young

mcn during thein course cf sîudy nced relaxation, and
aothing tends mare te tircir education, la is broadesi
sense, chars thre enjoyment cf good select societ>', sucir
as will give clevatian and expansion ta teir views,
and Case and grace te tireir manners. Tire leading
familles of our Churcir wculd confer a great boca on
ttc living minisury, and an tire Cirurcir and country, if
tey weuld kiadly and prudenîly open thir iruses te
au leasi sucir studenîs as may bo proper>' introduced
te tiren, and tchua assiat tem la bccming acquainued
with cultivaied sacicîy, and witr iis custonms and privi-
leges, as ministers ougirt, <rom their education, te be
fittedl fer tasy intercaurse cir all classes cf socieiy.
Two cf tire students (George Bell and tire vriîer)
esîablisted Sabbaîir sctools ln cannectica vith tire
Central Sctoal ln St. Andrcw's Cirurcir-the anc on
l'oint Henry, tire cirer ai Portsmoutir, wesî cf tire
Pcniteatiary-tre latter, superintended by tire criter,
la stili carried on under tire auspices cf Professer
Mowai. Tire wniier aiso formed a prayer meeting and
disributedl tracts on Saturday aiterncons, and la
short did very mucir tire kiad of vork from ire
beginning of his studies tirat is nov donc by tire
X'.M.C.A. Indeed, of ail tire reininiscencesocf Cailege
lle, none anc sa deligiriful as tiras. connected cir
efforts te advance thre cause of the Redeemer, and thre
salvation af seuls. Sucir efforts aiways brcugiri an
immediate recard, and leit ne sense cf uneasiness,
lest preciaus turne had heen wasted or flot employed
as profitably as it ougiri ta have been. Students
mnigbt de muet gond by speaking teaderly and fait-.
fully te item friends, conmpassions, and citera wbom
îirey mcci by tte way, about tire valut; cf tire seul,
and the value and necessiîy ai an inierct ln Christ.
Other drings often pain us in thre recolleftion; this
givea unalleyed satisfaction. Young mca cars often
chiain more ready accuss ta tire mimds cf airera tirai
ministers cf tire Gospel, itemr professianal chai-acter
acting as ahIindrance l inhi- ay. Tireprofessera ha-
vited tire students accasicnally te breAkfast, dinner, or
tes, and endeavcured ta combine Instruction vith
recreation. Geological andI cter cabinets tirown
open ait such tiares migiiho nu ade higtly conducive
to> the profit cf studeisis. T'h. Principal cf tire Col-
lege, Dr. Thonmas LidIdell, previoasly pastor cf Lady
Glenorchyls Chapei, EIkUburer vas a kind, genial,


