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fronti te fetters or precedent. tîte Vrictorianis have un-
iloul.iedi)y a gond cîcal of tle spirit wbicli ks supposcd k,)
lie pecculiarly Anicrican. Aînongst the miercantile class
the style of living is of the .. fast ', character. tlisplaying

ilseIÇ lin a taste for fast blOrSes, -ind li.al)iinda consuniption
or gold.tapol." 'l lic iost îronhiîent ml iii Melbourne
wivîe 1 %vas tliere ivas a doctor, ultoninmny of bis pro-
iesslotîî;al lircîlirci callcd a quack. Be tîtait as il inla>, lie
lîad nimde a fortune, antd aîrîer tbe inannier of popular
actresses, ba.-d litvcsted p.-rt of it in diantonds. 1lc wvas
s.id ta have the finest dmiîno-ids iii Auistraliat. 1le %vas
about 10 visat Eàgland for a le. anîd sigiîalii.ed lus de-
liarture b>' presenîing a inemourial of liistf 10 the gen-
en. 1luospilal. aid selliiîg off lus diainotnds. Th'le paptl)r.

ami a graiidblall, ailývI xicbitenîodestly acceptcd. A
coab-atd-oîî ws îrovdedlutak-ehuint to tue quay,

a<licand a -rouf) of lus admîirers wec pbIotog,,rapbedct
on the toi) of the vcincle. Ail old woinan met liim on
tue steps of lthe Victoria Club and tearfully- blcsscd lîiii,
the imnpression bring tit tbîs wvas Im't of the lire-
aIrrantgced programmne. I3eforc cnrapturcd crowds lie
bade a gra ceful f.ircn'cil for a scason la Melbournte. I
could it find that lite %%*as ta ami> ex\telit a public belle-
factor or a public The.1'î wlîole thing %vas an ad-
vcrtîsing -booîn," indîlcaîtgl tîtat the - flaslty <l ays of
lthe golden City wcrc itot >*et entirel), passed away.

Opposile tbe Victoria Club us a1 Io%%, ul>Irctcliîimi
buîitldug. O%-Cr winîch, in mad(C.st letteri, you1 jima> read tbc
word - ru It is Iterc titat one of the bcst of Britishî
colonial litewspal.)crs us publislied. Thec press of Mcl-
boumne, aîîd iîtdeed of Australasia for the iiost pairt. is
lu te htall(!- of cdiic.ited incii. The 1Eîigiisli iiiiiver.sities
have sent ninny scholars and gentlinien 10 the antipodes,
-indti cir ifluence is nîamuîfcst Ini tîte press, as w cl as iii
the public institutions and the toile of a largTel oriosi of

socicty.
WC lîraced witli mir îvalk, andi pre!iciîtiy fluîd Our-

scives beforc a sîrikiuîg mnonumecnt in bronze. 'Upoîî a
loft%' pedestail, at the inlc-sectioiî of two strectîs,
are Uic colossal figures aof tîvo bearded mcii, the
ane sittiîg. te otlicr stanîding w'itlt his band upon Iii
conira'c's sîtoulr, batli gazîng- sîe.idfatslv down the
incline of Loloins stret lin the throbbuîîg licart (if tite
cuty. 'lie> arc flir statues. b>' a colonial art ist of great
talent, ai Biurke -and Wills, the twvo fanions Austra lian
cxplorers. wlxo aiter crossing and rccrossiîg the vat
AustralIan desert. <lied of' tunger- on the vcn. conftine.%
a1 tîte populated region.

Pausîiig under tbc ft.gurcs- of the limeos, anti look-
îng souitli%%varxd. we catch a glimpse ai the Yarra, beyoîîd
it te ablindant fluage of the Botalicai Gardlens, andi
a little bcyanc(. that agaî n, G;ovcmiinein tu mîbit
looks like a biug liotel or a watcr-cure est.iblishmcnt.

The Botamical Gardcns arc onte of the glories of
Melbourne. I'cy -ire ncariy twvicc as large as the
"Jap-diis des Planes "in Paris, and arc stockcd with a

supcrb variety of plants, shrubs, aîd trccs. The cliniate
of Ait-tralia anid N*\c% Zeatland, admittiîîg of 'hc.accIi-
inatizatioîî or alinost evcrythuîîg in thc vegyctalie world,
ilnakcs. botaîtical gardens possible, anîd a ta.-ste for the
beautiful, whiclt is a natural groivtb inî couintries i'vifre
nature is luxurianît andi lias not to be coaxed into smiles,
lias prodticcd public gardens in I tlic towns. At Auck-
land, ~VIigoChristchurch, D)unedin, Bllarat, and
Geelong, the first place you are taken to is the l3otanical
Gardenî. 1in the saine places, a wisc foresighit bas i cscrv-
cd large tracts for parks. sotte or wlîici will bic the
iîgs of " inighty chties ycet to lie." Melbourne is sur-
rounded withi public gardcns, the l1 itzroy, the Treasury,
the -arlton, -ni theiaaiai gardens, and sevcral
others, whici ail flourisli citariingiy iii the scîni-tropical
climatc. 'l'le Fitzroy Gardcns are ratheri preteiitiously
ornamcîîitd vitlh statuary. wbici, it niust bc acimittcd, is
not equal to the best in Raine and Paris.

Wu nia>' continue our waik past rows of liandsine
priva te bouses, anti explore the massive ' Treasury " or
Goverinent Building, whici iooks as if it beiong-cd to anl
oid-%utldl cap>ital, and tic I>arlianient Ilouses, on the
floors of ii hici inany a spriglbîly interchange of coina-
pli'ent takc.; pl.ic-. But we wili turn off Collins Street,
and ilake our way ta the Public Library and National
Gallery. Ibis is thc place the people of Melbourne arc
inost proud of. Both Iiihrary and art gaiicry, arc free,
andi h is -i tiesc institutions, wliicb are suýtpportzd L'3 an
animai grant froin G( miment, that the influence or cul-
ttre in the developient of the youing camînuinity, happily
appear. Judging froin tue sccncs wbich occur iii t
Xictoriaîî Parliament, aittigl Victoria (lors not, like
Nciv Southi WaIes and Tasinania, suifer fronm the taint
that infect% a 1, nai colon>', coarseness andi ignorance
lia% c thicir rep)rtscntaive%-s ini the National council hall.
B3ut a liigbi ciigitcninit bas aiways been represenitedl
aiso, and lias mnade its wvciglit fecit to tie gencrai advaîî-
tage. Soie of the smatites of Victoria arc monu-
inlts of %agacity and statecsmanishii, notabiy the Lanîd
Laws, whicli have sivelt away ail the ancienit absurdities
rciatiîîg to tlîe titIe and tranisfer of land, and haive made
the co~yncof a landeti estate as simple and inex-
licnsic as the sale or a slîarc in a ship. To the saine
benignant influence!; are duc the frec iibrary-, nîuseuiw'
and art Lmaileries of Melbournie. The force or a good
cxatupie is strong. 1E'vcry town in New Zcalaiid and
Australia which 1 visitcd iîad its frc iibrary. Trîe
Mýclbu urne library iN Iargel> uised b>' ail classes of tic
people. An inîeresîing stu dy to the observer -are the
%aîrîtius disciples of tbe scvcrc 'Musc, froin tbe Ipink-
Llicekcdt girl of bcecn just dipping Lita the Plierian
spring, ta the shabby, wrinklcd old book-woî m of scvcnty.
ulit. lî,uls like il shoenialcr w~ith a taste for nîetapw'ic

Attacul t l the library ks the Gallery of Art. Tlie
Collection of n orks> of art is flot large, but itlibas been
nmade m~ith judgincnit and on a right p)riticipie. MVen
2\r. Nicodemus Boffin beconies ricli, and sceks ta divert


