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from the fetters of precedent, the Victorians have un-
dout: cedly i good deal of the spirit which is supposed to
be peculiarly American.  Amongst the mercantile class
the style of iving s of the = fast * character, displaying
tself in ataste for fast horses, and habitual consumption
of “ gold-top.”  ‘The most promment man in Mclbourne
when I was there was a doctor, whom maany of his pro-
fessional brethren called a quack.  Be that as it may, he
had made a fortune, and after the manner of popular
actresses, had mvested part of it in diamonds.  Hewas
sind to have the finest diamonds in Australia.  Hle was
about to visit England for a time, and signalized his de-
parture by presenting a memoritl of himself to the gen-
eral hospital, and selling off his diamonds,  The papers
were full of him. He was tendered addresses, receptions,
and a grand ball, all which he modestly accepted. A
coxch-and-four was provided to take him to the quay,
and he and a group of his adnnrers were photographed
on the top of the vehicle. An old woman met him on
the steps of the Victoria Club and tearfully blessed him,
the nnpression bemg that this was part of the pre-
arranged programme.  Before enraptured crowds he
bade a graceful farcwell for a season to Melbourne, 1
could not find that he was to any extent a public bene-
factor ora public man. The whole thing was an ad-
vertising * boom,” mdicating that the “ flashy ™ days of
the golden aity were not yet entirely passed away.

Opposite the Victona Club s a low, unpretending
butllding, over winch, m modest letters, you may rcad the
word * Argus.” It 1s here that one of the best of British
colomal newspapers 1s published. The press of Mcl-
bourne, and indeed of Australasia for the most part, is
n the hands of educated men.  The Enghsh universities
have sent many scholars and gentlemen to the antipodcs,
and thar influence 1s mamifest 1 the press, as well as in
the public mstitutions and the tone of a large portion of
socicty.,

We proceed with our walk, and presently find our-
selves before a stnking monument 1 bronze.  Upon a
lofty pedestal, at the ntesection of two  strects,
arc the colossal figures of two bearded mien, the
onc sitting, the other standing with his hand upon his
comrarlc’s shoulder, both gazing stcadfastly down the
incline of Coluns street nto the throbbing  heart of the
aty. They are the statues, by a colonal artist of great
talent, of Burke and Wills, the two famous Australian
cxplorers, who after crossing and rccrossing the vast
Australan desert, died of hunger on the very confines
of the populated region.

Pausmg under the figures of the heroes, and look-
mg southward, we catch a ghmpse of the Yarra, beyond
it the abundant foliage of the Botanical Gardens, and
a httle beyone that again, Government House, which
looks like & big hotel or a water-cure establishment.

The Botamical Gardens are onc of the glories of
Mclbourne. They are ncarly twice as large as the
» Jardins des Plantes” i Paris, and are stocked with a
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superb variety of plants, shrubs, and trees.  The climate
of Aurtralin and New Zecaland, admitting of *he accli-
matization of almost cverything in the vegetabie world,
makes botanical gardens possible, and a taste for the
beautiful, which is a natural growth in countries where
nature is luxuriant and has not to be coaxed into smiles,
has produced public gardens in all the towns. At Auck-
land, Wellington, Christchurch, Duncdin, Ballarat, and
Geelong, the first place you are taken to is the Botanical
Garden. In the same places, a wise foresight has 1eserv-
ed large tracts for parks, some of which will be the
lungs of “ mighty citics yet to be.”  Melbourne is sur-
rounded with public gardens, the Fitzroy, the Treasury,
the (arlton, and the Balaklavi gardens, and scveral
others, which all flourish charmingly in the semi-tropical
climate. The Fitzroy Gardens are rather pretentiously
ornamented with statuary, which, it must be admitted, is
not equal to the best in Rome and Paris.

We may continue our walk past rows of handsome
private houses, and cxplore the massive “ Treasury ™ or
Government Building, which looks as if it belonged to an
old-world capital, and the Parliament Houscs, on the
floors of which many a sprightly interchange of com-
pliment takes placy, But we will turn off Collins Street,
and make our way to the Public Library and National
Gallery. This is the place the people of Melbourne are
most proud of. Both library and art gallery arc free,
and it is in thesc institutions, which arc supponed by an
annual grant from Gc crnment, that the influence of cul-
turc in the development of the young community happily
appears.  Judging from the scenes which occur in the
Victorian Parliament, althongh Victoria does not, like
New South Wales and Tasmania, suffer from the taint
that infccts a | nal colony, coarseness and ignorance
haive their representatives in the National council hall,
But a high cnlightenment has always been represented
also, and has made its weight fcit to the general advan-
tage. Some of the statutes of Victoria arc monu-
ments of sagacity and statesmanship, notably the Land
Laws, which have swept away all the ancient absurdities
relating to the title and transfer of land, and have made
the comeyance of a landed estate as simple and inex-
pensive as the sale of a sharc in a ship. To the same
benignant influences arc duc the free library, muscums
and art galleries of Mclbourne. The force of a good
cexample is strong. Every town in New Zcaland and
Australia which 1 visited had its free library. The
Mclbo urne library is largely used by all classes of the
people.  An interesting study to the obscrver are the
varivus disciples of the severc Muse, from the pink-
cheeked girl of scienteen just dipping iato the Picrian
spring, to the shabby, wrinkled old book-worm of seventy,
whu louks like a shocmaker with a taste for metaphysics.

Attachud to the library is the Gallery of Art. The
collection of works of art is not large, but it has been
made with judgment and on a right principle. \When
Mr. Nicodemus Boffin becomes rich, angd secks to divert

~



