
Train ing of Theologrical StuIClents i9

andi tço eirichi bis minci frointiie trenares of trifth Nvhich% tlie
sacred writers record ? In saxyingr tiiis 1 offer no- excuse for
indolenice or ignorance, nor dc 1 object to thlose whiose early
ediication qualify thiein to do so, indulgi, as e iyfn
tinie, iii literary recr-ea-titcn by periusing the pages of cultured
hientheii -\\riters w'ho flotirishied twvo thiousand ycars zigo.

What 1 plead for is a conipetent ,,oleir, first of ail, of
whlat is absohutely essential to a mlani's NvocafÀoni.

YN.Lext to thlis specifie training in tuie biblical lang(uages I
woluld place «a thloroughl kîîowledgie of tUie Engillishl languiagre
and its literature. Tt ofilers opportunities for mntai training
and cultuire second to none withiuî reachi of tiie average
student. Ib mnust always Uc, tlie vehiicle of instriuction to biis
fnture parishioners, and 11;s stuccess or failure wvill Iargely
depend uiponi the c a-se, precision, and bea.uty wvitiî wlich hi-
niiakes use of the ricli resources of our language. Profound
thinkzing loses iniich of its legitiînate influence thironghi lack
of skill iii framning thie sentences by whichi ib is expressed. A
barbarous, involved and turgid style lessens tbe practical for-ce
of the inost origrinal train of thougtwhe ryodny

thinking is effective and listened to with delighit and profit
whien conveyed withi die ecearness and fascinating elegance of
wvhiclh our language is capable.

IIow inmensely, for example, wvould tlie comfort, of students
and the value of Butler's Analogy be increased did some one
translate' it into thie terse and tellingr Englisli of thie late
Professer Huxley or Driiinmond. TIhese celebrated men
gained a hiearing, frein millions as inuchi by the ehiaracter of
thieir style of wvriting as the nature of Mie subjeets they dis-
cussed. Whiy shiould not the literary training of theological
students fit thieni to ernulate such exaxxples ?

Equally important is it te insist upon the study of oratory.
The minister is necessarily a speakziingç. min-a, teaxcher; anid
yet howv often is this overlooked iln bis training. TlUe labo
Principal Caird, of Glasgrow, in one of biis university addresses
justly remarks: «'0f ail intelleotual agencies tlie faculty of
public speaking is perhiaps that wvhichi, in proportion to its
praetical influence and importance, liats received lenst atteni-


