128

HISTORY OF TIIE WAR OF 1812.

were, however, sent forward on all the roads,
to assist and bring ir such of our men as had
escaped. The whole number that reached our
camp does not exceed thirty, amongst whom
were Major M'Clannahan and Captain Claves.

Having a large train of heavy artillery, and
stores coming on this road from W. Sandusky,
under an escort of four companies, it was
thought advisable to fall back to this place,
for the purpose of sceuring them. A part of
it arrived last cvening, and the rest is within
thirty miles. Assoon as it arrives, and a rein-
forccment of three regiments from the Virginia
and Pennsylvania brizades, I shall again ad-
vance, and give the enemy an opportunity of
measuring their strength with us once more.

Colonel Wells will communicate some cir-
cumstances, which, while they afflict and
surprise, will convince you that Kentucky has
lost none of her reputation for valor, for which
sheis famed. The detachment to the River
Raisin was made without my knowledge or
consent, and in dircct opposition to my plans.
Having been made, however, I did everything
in my power to reinforce them, and a force
excecding by three hundred men that which
General Winchester deemed necessary, was on
its way to join him, and a finc battalion withir
fourteen miles of its destination.

After the success of Colonel Lewis, T was in
great hopes that the post could be maintained.
Colone! Wells will communicate my further
views to you, much better than 1 can do in
writing at this time.

I am, dear Sir, &c.
W. H. Harrisox,
His Excellency Governor Shelby.

The rapidity of Col. Proctor’s movements,
after the affair at Frenchlown, assisted, even
more than the victory, to embarass and puz-
zle Gen. Harrison, and breathing space, a most
desirable object, wasgained by Gen.Proctorand
his gallant little band, winle the intention of
the Amcricans, to'throw the onus of their sup-
port during the winter on the Canadians, was
completely defeated.  Except one or two trifl-
ing demonstrations, scarcely amounting to a
movement, nothing of importance occurred in
this quarter until April. We will return,
thercfore, to the Lower Province and General
Dearborn, whom we left threatening, with an

army, tenthousand strong, our frontier. We|!

find, however, that, excepting two unim-
portant affuirs, there is nothing to record.
Early in February, Capt. Forsythe with two
companies of riflemen crossed from Ogdens-
burg, and made a descent upon Gannanoque,
and, according to the Americans, surprised the
whole Biitish force, killing a great many, cap-
turing six officers, fifty-two men and immensc*
quantities of arms and ammunition, besides
rescuing a good many prisoners. A few words
will put the matter in its true light. The vil-
lage consisted of one tavern and a saw-mill,
with one small hut temporarily used by Col.
Stone of the militia, on whotn devolved the
responsibility of guarding  faithfully the
immense military stores here  deposited,
which consisted of two kegs of powder and
one chest containing thirty muskets. The
killed amounted to one.  Thelist of wounded
to the same number. This unfortunate, ac-
cording to James, was Mis. Stone, who, while
she lay in bed, was fired at, through a window,
by some miscreant, and dangerously wounded.

It appears, doubtless, extraordinary, why
General Dearborn, who
had  full  authority
from the war department to employ troops of
any or every sort, and to do whatever he
thought necessary foraction, and whose orders
to act offensively as scon as pussible, were
positive, should have remained so long inactive,
exhibiting even a torpor in his movements.
Ingersol, on this subject has—'*Tt was General
Dearborn’s misfortune to have an army to
form, an inexperienced, not over ardent Exe-
cutive, a secretary at war constrained to
resign, a Senate inclined to distrust the Exe-
cutive, Congress withholding taxes and sup-
plics for nearly twelve months after war was
declared, a country destitute of nilitary means,
and men unaccustomed to restraint, anx-
ious for display—" All these causes com-
bined, form no excuse for General Dear-
born. 'We have seen how Sir George Prevost,
who labourcd under all these disadvantages,
besides the still greater one of being pre-
cluded, by the critical position in which
Great Britain was then placed, from even a
hope of being rcinforced, has bceen con-
demned. We cannot afford, then, any sym-
pathy to Gen. Dearborn.

Cuauses of General
Dearborn’s miaction.
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