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Co WilPER leWI 711E TA SIC

Iltile is fole resort of love, of ju>', of' pence andi iIenty ;where supportitig and bupportcd,
polishied riends and dcar relation., infgle ilnto bliss.'

F ALI, the writers of the
i8th century, ive find fev
indeed, wvho claimi aur

~~ admiration irn sa great a
degree as does the author

~~ of 'lie 3 ask.
When we consider the

~(character of the age in
(which lie lived, "A\n age

of gilded sinfulness
t amaong the îîigher classes
- and of a sinfuiness un-

gilded, but no iess coarse amnong the
lower classes,"> ve cannot but feel thank-
fui, that saine, at ieast, were faund, whose
nobleness of character, whose purity of
intention, and whose deep synipathy for
their fcliow-mien, raised themn abave the
degenerate habits whichi seemed ta per-
vade the whole Englishi nation.

It is very true that I)r. Johnson, by bis
stern integrity, and love af self-depend-
ence ie(t a deep) and lasting impression on
the maral tone of saciety, and by bis
letters ta the Earl of Chesterfield, comn-
pietely abalislied the abominable systemi
of patronage, wvhich, during the Izst il
of the i8th Century was extcnded oly ta
the niost obscure and nmost unscrupulous
supiporters of a miost corrupt administra-
tion, thus depriving. honest and worthy
men who would scorn ta stoop to such
baseness of the very means af subsist-
ence.

Burke and Pitt, by their utter contemipt
for l)olitical corruption and party without
principle, have, ta« agreat degree, redeein-
ed the character of the public mien of
those timies.

But upon Cowper devoived the diffi-
cuit task of raising poetry out of the mire
and obscenity into wvhichi it had been
plunged by writers whose sale object sccmcd
ta be ta satisfy the desires of a people
îvbose moral tastes were far from being
ivorthy of carnmendation. Or, as it bias
been weil said, Cowper came " ta regener-
ate paetry, to christianize it, ta elevate it,
and ta 611l it again witb feeling and with
truth."

We shauid, in ail aut reaiding, earnestiy
and incessantly bear in mind that iitera-
turc lias been endowed ivith a power
wvhicli necessarily renders it a moral agent,
with a pcower which makes it capable of
changing the character of miankind.

If, then, the paetry of a natian exer-
ciscs as imnpartant an influence on the
minds and hearis of its peoaple, we can-
naot toa higbly estiniate the great wark
donc by Cowper, for dhie is no writer of
any age, wvho lias w'ritten more frequently
or effectually against the follies and vices
of bis cauntrymen.

Leaving Westminster, as hie, at a later
date tells us, Iltotally depraved in princi-
pics and an adept iii the infernal art of
lying," lie soughit flrst to remodel his own
life, that hie might the mare successfully
aid in uproating the false and unchristian
doctrines, which bid fair ta subvert religion,
and ta cstablii in it!- place tbe worship of
reason. He, therefore, forsoak bis legal
p)rofession, which wvas but paarly suited
ta his taste, and devoted himseif almost
exciusively ta the more congeniai, but,
perhaps, less reniunerative study of
liteiature.

I-is early productions, awing, no doubt,
to the too gravely religiaus spirit in ;vhich
thcy were canceived, met with such little
favor fromn tbe reading public, that he, un-
consciaus af bis awn paovers, was about
ta give up in despair the object hie had
chierished sa long, and whicb hie had
striven so bard ta attain.

But roused froni bis despandency by
the earnest salicitation of bis friends, who
kneiv better than hce the great poivers that
iay dormiant wvithin bis sou], lie set ta
worl, assiduously, and in littie more than
a ycar, gave ta the wvorld bis masterpiece,
thc Task.

This tinme, however, Cowper wvas clearly
consciaus of bis own success, for, like Pope,
lie no longer courted the candor, but
dared the judgr-nent of bis readers.

If, as Dr. Jobnson asserts, genins Ilis
tbat energy wvbich collects, combines, am-
plifies and animates,' then, ta the author
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