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“UNCLE SAM'S* DEAD LETTER OFFICE.

BY CLARA R. BUSH.

lN the days of our childhood, the Detd Letter Olfice

wag to us something mysterious, ghost!y and solemn
Even when our awe-struck questions received tha rc:
ply that it is the bourn to which all unslaimed letters
are sent, either to be destroyed or by m.ans of inter-
nal information forwarded to tho owners, it scemed
as though it must be a dark, sad place. Of cours:,
as we grew older, our childish fdeas vanished, to be
replaced by the adult inliff2renza to all offices of the
kind not directly concerning oarseives; and never
again did we try to picture to ourscives the pl'ace from
which ocassionally some letter returned to us bearing
the cabalistic letters D. L. O., siynifying that strang-
ers had first read the thoughts intended for ourselves.
But this office is one of the objects of interest toa Wash-
ington visitar, andshould be enteraining to all read-
ers of Washington desecriptions.

The D. L. Oilice is

office, located on the corner of C and F streets, and

roey

d within the g ! past.

torming & handsome block of white stone with ivon
trimmings; the lower story is in pitasters an ! the up~
per storics in Ionic-columns. Ascending to the second
floor we found ourselves In a long hall, and announc-
ing the object of our visit to the scribe seated there,
we were directed to a door labe'led *Muszum,” and
thus informally admitted to a large, sunny r;>oin, fur-
nished with immense glass cascs, two chairs and &
table at which wag seatzla p'easant-fazaliman, who
kin'lly answared our questions, aal gave us many

suggestions.

Welearned tlat the heterogeneous collection in
the cases is articles received In the mail and detain-
ed, either bzeause of deficient postage or address,
or exeessive weight, which must not be over four
poun.ls, Maay ofthe articlesare not mailable, as fluids,
un exs packed inin-foil, explosive substances, live
a:nima:‘s. or anythiny that mnay injure the regular mail,
or endanger th 'ives of tac postal employces. When
it is posiib’e to finrl the address of the owner of an
artic’e, haisn.-tiled tosend for it, and instructed
as to the reason of its detention, or clse thearticle is
kept :n this muscum till the annual auction sale some-
1 the ho iday weeks. Printed catilogucs

arc made of these t‘nn 78, 80 it tho artic’e has beenre-

time durir

ceived at the otfice thc owner inquiring for it and prov-
ing his right, can very soon gain possession of it.
co'lection.
Wenot cad g-a.itities of cardsfor Christmas, and other

Au haue may be spent in viewing this

holtdays, card-cases, medicines in boxes and b:nt.les,
the Lord’s Prayer pristed in £ty fur languages on
an inch squave pap:r, minerds, stuffel birds, false
tecth, a life-size washhoard, saw, hatchet, iumd-
drill, Sandwich Islander’s dress which when it arrived
was mistaken for a fancy ba' dress, as it was of gray
cotten printed all over with playing cards. They only
dangaerous articles receive 1 were seventeen live rattle-
suukes and a loaded xcvolver.; the snakes were speed-
ily killed.

¥or the auction sale the artic’es are made into ap-
pa.ently indiscriminate lots, and the catalogue afford-
ed us 80 much amusement, we copied some of the
itums into our nota boo).c ‘We give them in their or-
der. Onclot, brown vail, worste ltrimming, garters,
and corset.  Do., ono and a ha't pounds of plug to-
bacco. eleven pairsgent'shose. Do., gent'sovercoat,
cotton shirt, pair s)iledcuffs. Do., two horse-blankets
and & zithe:. Do., lady’sdress, child’s dress. It must,
indeed, have been a hopeful person who confidel a



