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courago tho peoplo of Nova Scotia to apply by Peti-
tio) to ths Majesty, to releve tHis Ropresentative
Yare from the responsibshity of nommating the Magis.
,tracy. ‘The Uppor Canadians obtained this boon by
consolidating therr Township Laws, including the no-
wination of Magistrates with tho other Township Of-
ficers, by tho Frecholders ; this act, aftor roceiving
the sanction of the threo branches of the Colonitul Le-
gslature, obtuined tho Royal Assent.]—Ep. Bre

NOVA-SCONIA.
PROVINCIAL PARLIAMENT.

From the Novascatian,

T'uesday, Feb. 9.

Tho Bill for tho abohtion of Oaths, much to the
credst of tho HHouse, passed this muening, unanimous-
1y, and wassont to the Council,

The amendments made to the Fighery Bill, by the
Council, were taken up, and passed ' part, and
Comunitteo wus r.ppomted to explam m conforonce,
tho roasons for rejecting the remamder.

Temperance Sucietics.

Mr. Lawson presented a Peution from Thomas
Mitler, Guy’s Ruiver, on Temperanie Socistios, wiuch
bomng read, Mr. Sstit:z moved that 1t be referred to
the Commttee, to whom ali petitions on the subject
of Temperanco and the Licenco Laws wore referced.
Messrs. DovrLe and Winkins opposed the motwn
‘tho Peutioner complamed that he had been injured
by the persecution of Temperance Socicties, and if tus
complant was reforred 1o the Temperanco Commat-
teo, 1t was hike asking for justice at the hands of those
who were friendly to the parties who had done the
wrong. He did not like the way i which it was
sought to mako that house the agent ard ausibary of
theso socicties. Mr. Uniacxx romembered that once,
when coming liome from the Eastward, the only house
vpon the whole road at which lie could get a glass of
beer was that kept by the Petitioner.  Aud a fricnd
who was with him remarked, at the ume, that of s
cxamplo were moro gonerally followed—if the inn
keepers mn the vountry would only kcop a supply of
good porter, ale and beer, for tho refreshment of tra-
vollers, they would not be compelled to drmk ths bad
rum and brandy with which they were now half poi-
soued, and there would not bu usar so much drunk-
cnpess as now notontously prevawded. IS the facts
stated i Mtler’s Potition were true, why then tle
man had been injured—and if a pint of wine could not
bie carnied from his house o sustein & sick noighbour,
without drawing upon han the persecution of
u powerful combmation, the matier certawnly called
for tho interference of the House ; and the subject
ought, in the first instance, to be referred to g select
Committee. Mr. Winxins thought that it would be
hike sending the lamb to the wolies, to refer hun to
the Temperance Committce.

Mr.JouxsTox said, that the Petitioner stated twi
facts —m the fire! nlace he complamedibat the hicence
tax was too ligh—and secondly, that he had been il
trented by one ofthe Socicties. He was often amused
at the remarks made by learned and honorable Cen
tlemen on the subject of Temperance ; and by the
sncers which they attempted to cast on those, who,
the Rouse, were supposed 1o be friend'ly to its pro-
gress.  Asregarded the first part of the Pettioner's
complaint—if blame attached any where it wasto the
Houso itsell, for it had fized the amount of the tax
That the Temperance Socicties had done good, he
thought noman would bie hardy cnough to deny—and
that they stood upon firm ground which could not be
assailed, ke verily belicved—as regarded the Temper-
anco Committce, as it was called, it was 1o such
thing—it was a Commttce of the House, and there
were members upon it who were not connocted with
eny of the Societies.

Mr. WiLkiNs reminded the Houso of the Minister's
clutd, that ruled its mother, who ruled her husband
who ruled the kingdom. The Housu was, perhaps,
too much subjoct to similar influences.

Mr. Roacut referred to thoso clauses of the Li-
cence Jiaws which were passed at the closo of the last
Scasion, after many members had retarned to their
hosses, and which had frustrated the cfiorts of the
fricnds of Temperance. He praised the causs and its
advocates—and roferred to the opposition which he
had wiet on a former day, when he moved for a
Retutn of tho Spintuous Liquors consumined. Ho
wanted to send abroad information, that it might be
scen whethier or not the Socioties had done good. It
enlivancd his heart to see the cause flourish, for though
he had passcd the early part of his life in 2 country
where epiritunus liquors wero consumed (o a grent ex-

remain.  What nght had that House to appoint a
Commttoe, 1o ascertamn whether the Potitioner was
mproporly fined or not—wero they to enquiro nto
ovory potty complamt that wasmade ogainst a Mage-
trato or a Court ?

Alter some briof ohservations from Mr. O'Brien, the
Patition was referred to Messes. Doyle, Untacko, Are
chibald, Cochran, Dickson.

The Spcaker subuitted the School Returns, which
were handed over to the School Committcs.  Also
Despatehes and Ozders . Council, referring to the
Actas which had received ths Majesty’s Assont. That
relating to hiberated Slaves landing on the Coast, was
disallowod.

Petitons wero presented from Presbyterian Con-
gregations in Pictou, and the Trusteus of the Pictou
Acadomy, stuting the situation of that institution, and
askmy for awd from the Houso.

Provincial Appointments— The Customs.

Mr. Doy moved a Resolution, the object of which
was to appomt a Comuntice, to draw up an addross
to ths Majusty, expressing the dissatisfaction of the
Legslature at the mode so gencrally pursued, of'send-
g out persons trom England to fill situations in this
Colony, and parucularly m the Deparument of the
Custoing.  Thure was ascarcely o petty Tide Waiter
wasted, who wasnot zent out {rom home. The sys~
tem wasnsulung and injurious to the natives and re-
sulents of the Country, from whoso pockets thesalaries
wore taken, and who ovght of right to derive what-
ever bonefit resulted from thesr expenditure. In New
Brunswick a Judge had been sent out from home, and
ptaced on the Suptemie Court Bench, over the heads
of ail the Natne members of the Bar ; and recently
m the adjpaning Colony of Princo  Edward Icland, 1n
congequence of their having raised the salary, an old
Schouol fellow of his own was to be sent out from Ire-
land, to preside i one of theit district courts. These
people came out to the Colonies knowing very little
about them, and with little disposition to symathise
with ot benefit the Countries by which they are paid

Mr. Wirkins moved an amendment, giving to tho
Resolution a loss gencral application.

Mr, S>rTu remunded tho Ilouse that the Custom
House Department in this Province swallowed 75 per
cent of the wholc amount of revenuo it collocted and
he trusted that f tho resolution passed, it would be
followed up by another, bringing the whole question
of those salaries fairly to review before His Majesty’s
Government.  Tho ofiice of *Varehouse keeper at Pic~-
tou had not yet been illed up, because no native of
the provnce conld mako suflicient interest to obtain
i—and the Collector there had to do all the duty.
After rome further conversation upon the subject, Mr.
Doyle consented that Mr. Wilkins’s amendment should
be substituted in place of his Resolution, which was
carried without a division, and a Commitice appoint.
ed to draft an 3ddress.

The Judiciary.

Mr. CretguiTon reported a Bill to abolish the In-
ferior Courts.  The Bill left blanks for the componsa-
tion to be given to the Judges, and did not touch the
Couaty of Cape Breton.

Mr. Braxcnanp thanked the flouse for the in-
dulgencoe granted to lim of sitting while he addressed
the Chair, in cansequence of the state of his health,
and said that ho had a resolution to offer, which was
not at all connected with the Bitl which had just been
read. Ifthere was any probability of this Bill pas-
aing, and the Inferior Cousts being abolished, they
should be careful that strict justice was administered
in those which remained. Tho evils which ho wished
to remedy, arose out of the practice introduced by
the Act of last session, by which one Judge was sent
upon ihe circunts.  There was,in fact, no responsibi-
ity in such an admnustration of the Laws. The sin-
gle Judge was omnipotent and could do as he pleased
—he nced not hsten to one word of the argument for
a now trial unless he chose, aud in fact thero was no
means of getting reliof (rom the very worst Judgmont
that might bo given. Therc was no hope of redress
for no other tnbunal had powor over him.  ITo moant
to make no charge, but thought it was the duty vfthe
House, at all cvents, to see that the law was admin-
istered with corrcctness. The object of his 1esolu.
tion was to obtain a Bill to provide some telicf from
erronzous decisions, and thatonoe Judge should not
always go the samo circuits. 1f there were differences
in pomnt of legal accuracy and autainments, let all
parts of the country, at Jcast, enjoy the advantages of
having the best sometimes. Judges always going the
same routo naturally mado acquaintances; and were,
perhaps unknown to themselves, hiable to be influenc.
ed by projudices—end of course, whero there were
cross triais, the decision of one caso decided the whole.

Resolved-—That a Committe be appointed to cn-
quire a2 to the mode and course of Trials and practice
in the Supremv Gourt upon the Circuits, and to 1c-

tent, he had slways baeo temperate and hoped so to

port theroon by Bill or otherwise.

Mr. STrwanrT seconded tho Rezolution.  As things
wore, one Judgo was absolute—there was no appeal
—1 wasany thing but tho Nisi Priva system of the
Province of Now Brunswick. No onc man should be
entruzted to decide upon the property, and it mnght be
tho hifo of the subject. 1n England and the adjoining
Provinces the Judges continually chauged their cit-
cats, A Judgo always going ono circuit naturally
acquired frisnds, and parualitios and prejudicos—the
Hoause lad the power to onact a law by which the
Judges, whatover arrangements they might make
among themselves, would bo compslied to change
their circuits.

Mr. Roacu hoped that the Committeo would report
that it was not nocessary to hgve the Supremo Court
sit twice a year in all the Counties. It was, cortain.
ly, not for the benetit of Annapolis, to have one Term
in June and another in September, when the people
were busy with sced time and harvest. If two Courts
were held, the Judges should come at a season when
time war of less value to the psoplo.

Mr. OxLEY remarked that in Cumberland, the peo-
plo wore obhged to leave thew hotaes and travel forty
tmles, when o the middle of the harvest.

Mr. StEwasT said that if it was decmed advisable,
tho tlouso eould make the Judges hold their Courts
in winter as well as in sununer.

Mr. Unracke thought that any Bill, so onacting,
to wttain the object, must provide fur the cxpenditure
of at least £30,000 upon tho roads in Cape Breton.
Ho did not hike those various propositions for abolish-
ing and reforming the Courts—thero was a cloud be-
fore lus eyes that was not yet cleared away; but he
should be nustaken if they dud not find that there wos
some object behind it, aad that beforo they were doue
1t would be found that they would have another Su.
premie Court Judge to provide fur. They were, per-
haps, like Cadmus, sowing teeth that would yield a
dangerous kind of crop. As be interded to oppose
tho Bill at the second reading, he would not now trou-
ble the House with any thing further on the subject,

Mr. Homer dud not like such continual changes
and alterautons. The practice pursued in that house
was to alter ono year every thing that had been done
inthe other. When the Inferior Court Bill pacsed
there was a groat doal of excitement in the country
aganst it—the mode n which 1t was done was ob-
jectionable—but now he believed theso courts were
popular. He had often soen in the proceedings of
them prior to this time, the want of a head—an Ex-
ecuttve. It v.a8 better to go on as we were, thaa to
be continually changiog. Ouno part of the duty which
thesc Judges performed was, m revising the returns of
statuco labour—a service very necessary and import-
ant.

Mr. Mortox would willingly support any generat
scale embracing the whole Judicialsystem of the coun~
try, and founded on an enlightened view of the wants
and resources of the Province; but ho did not like these
partial changes, and reformations, by which muoh
mischief might be done; and, so far as he could yot
see, very littlo was to be saved. Ho was satisfied
that we had too many Judges and too many Courts—
by which time and money were needlessly wasted. As
respected tho Inferior Court, the people in King's
County were very much pleased with it—it was do-
servedly popular—and the business of it was done
much to their satisfaction. [fthe Inferior Courts were
dono away, the Judges of the Supreme Court ought to
preside in the Bessions—but they should not alter
things by pcace meal. 1f they were to pay the Jud-
ges, and he did not see how this could be avoided,
where would be the use of abolishing the Courts.

Mr. STeEwART could not shut his oyes to tho fact,
that i the extensive Province of New Brunswick
four Judges did all the business, includ.ng that of the
Coaurt of Equity. Ho was not perbaps prcpared to
support the Bill reported, but he thovght that the In-
ferior Courts ovght 1o be abolished.

Mr. Braxcuarp thought it was not fair to encum-
ber ius proposiuion, which stocd by snscif, and was
not connected with this orany other Bll, with other
matiers which nnght be better disposed of by a gene~
ral measure.

Mr. Smaru wished to meet tho question fairly—
thero were two many Judges arnd Covits—~1wo at Jeast
could be disposed of, and thus they would be able 1o
gwe the relicl that the country required.

Mr. HuNTINGDON was anxious to see what was
to be substituted for the Inferior Courts. If the Ses-
sions sit ag they now do, the Grand and Petit Junies
would have to be called out, and there would he very
little relief after all  Ifa general arrangement could
be mado, so that the Scssions should sit immedrately
aficr the Suprewee Court, he should support it The
Resolution wag reforred to a member frem cach coun-
ty—Alr. Stenart, at Mr. Bianchard’s sequest, being

appointed Chanmun.



