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¢ Because sir,’ answeicd tho tar, ¢ thero's no ond to
the sticks them fellows put v their crafts; and bostdes
if ye'il obsarve, she han't half the beata of them ton
g tubs; her yards are squarer, too, and she'’s no
roach to hier sauls.”

‘¢ Your obser.atiwns aro conclusive, Lolstay,’ r1id
the commander, * but cad woseive lior out t'uak yoa ™

The oldor tar snuic d ut the o w0stivn, wind suplenisis
e i mouh v a et or Lo ol jugian seplic

Ayy sy o cacn feaon sy and thvo muie i thrty
4 dules alicrwards.!
* o to your duty,’ sued the commander, gaod hu.
moredly 5 ¢ you've turncd boaster m vour old days.’
atmendian, the Eogli:h brig wasgome ix or seven
rilsoan advancs of the headmost ship of the equadron
and not more than two i tho rear of the chase.  Al-
thoush = .ptan Buntlve had deternyned on fightmg
her, ho stiil coatmae I andir poess ol sail, fur the pur-
josz of drawing lus al. rsurp wt vuch a dintance from
tac mam body as to porlulde the poss.bihity of thers
iterferance i tie enrog.ment.  Another Lour, how-
ever, brought tae Loghs man wuiun gunshot; — ang
uetertnaed to socure ¢ivery udiantage of aircumstan-
ccs, he put his holm doun and bungmg s batter to
boar, tired a broadsnic iate tuo il retresting Rover.

It was ant untii that moment, that Buntime could
ascertam  the foree of L. antagonst, but a s.angle
giance, previous to her filling awsy, convinced lum
of her supeniority.

¢ Take 1n tho Light sail=,au? haul up the courses!’
said tho commander of the privatcer; and another
monient beheld the gallant brig moving along under
her two topsaila,

¢ Beat 10 quarte:s, and opso the magsaing

¢ Ay ay, su,’ was the reply, and the loud roll cf the
drem was heard suramotin:g ovary taan from the depths
ar.d he:ghis of the vessol to thewr respective stations,
In a fuw monments, the order to cast loose the guns
followed, and every man commenced getung the iron
machiaes read; for the vearh of death, with an alacnity
ard good humor pecuttar o a sador, and with an cx-
yedition and regutanty that ves the result of much
previous expenience in hike matters. The tompions
were takon out—the tran und s:’0 tackles cut adnift
—the pumps ngged and decks eauded fere and aft,
to preventihem tfrom becorrng shypery with blood,
cotlagses, pistols, and boirding pikes were placed in
convenent situations aluut the deche, the ports were
triced up, the hatclies civeed with the cxeeption of a
snall opuning, left for the pupose of passing puwder
f.00 Lelow, tho Joggerheads were heated, matchics
barned bewndo every gua, and s short every prepara-
tion was made that such casces reader expedeent.

The Enghshman had rot takenn any of his can-
vag, end was conscqently rapudly nearing the Ro.
ver. It was tho mutual desire of the commaznders
that therr vassula ehould be bronzht into close action
—the Englishman, from a wish to dscide tha coatert
bufre tho squadroa cou'l be close cnough to asust,
and thereby rob hun ol w3 aatiapated glory, aud the
Asacican, from a knonledge tuat s escape dopeudad
Lpon Lus seceess i dsabung tie on.y vereel 10 the
Lzet, that was sujenor n sa:'hing. At length but a
yuarter of a nulo tntervened buineen the thips; and
tie Briton comincncad hand-ag tus leght sails; studding
tauls, royals, and courses, weie successively taken in
and the pursuer uppeared under noatly the same cun.
ves as the cha-c.

¢« Starboard ** ehouted Bunthino to the men at the
wheel, as L beheld the bows of s adversary encep
goeefMlly to port

* S1arboard, our,” answercd win quartar mastor and
tae Roter's broadede was brought parallel to that of
‘uw Eaglishiman, whie at the seme wine the stazs and
strspes ascended with a graceful fluiter to the main
feak. A volume of smoke and flamg burst from the
tulnarks of the Brton asd hia iron crasted fearfully
through the epars and tigging of tho privateer. Al-
taough Captam Buntlino’s manccuvre prevented lus

vossol from bomg raked by hisadversary’s firo, 1t could
not prevont its ontiro destruction, and with sorrow ho
bohield lis man top-mast, with its attendant spars gn
by the board. A dacp shade scttled upon his brow, at
this unoapected crlamity, and the blank of doubt and
uncertainty grow upon his featuros. Tho ruccess of
theE nglishuan's broadside had completely destroyed
lus plan of operatu-n, and ho stood upon the quartor
aeeh of hus erdppled Jlup ia paful rellection as to lns
wture course. Tous cuspense was Lut memontary; a
twaugat dawned vpea s pead—and applymg e
trumpet to tus mouth, Lo gave tho oruer to the impa-
tient seamnen not to fice but to be ready for making
moro sl ¢ Leave your quarters mwon,' said he ;
¢ put your ok up Bobstay~—man tlic fore-tack and
and sheets—1lay alofs, topmen, and clear the wrock,
Str yonreelves, my hve'iea'~—stand by to set both fore-
topmast srudd g ouls.’

This ~adden u.loched for change in the state of af-
furs gurpnised, Lut did not disconcert the crew, so
great wasthe contidence they repased in bang and
tiey sprang fuiwaid tu caecute bis order with an gl
acnty taat was azed, under such cucumstances, a
proud eulog.am upon the bravery & judgment of therr
crnmander.  Tue L1 wasagaw put belore the wind,
more canvas was sp.ead along the buvas, and the
Rover once mote rosumed the course she had steored
through the mormng. A wild and exulung huzza
came down from the Enghshman, as her antagomst
iillad away and made sail withoutfiring a gun; but the
scornful ssule that curled tho lips of Bunthine indica.
ted 00 well deception of eppearances, and imparted
a stronger confidence 11 tho breasts of his scamen.
11is character for bruvery was too well estallished to
o doubted by taem, and they only steod inipatient
to hear the next order that should wssue from his trum-
pet.

¢ Tho doas shali have lees cause for mernment be-
fore mightfall,’ muttered Buntime, as another shout
came duwa from tho Englishman, who had alse filled
away, and wax now pursumng i chase. ¢ Muster
aft here, ..y men tumble aft here, cvery one of you,
coma doun from aloft, and vp from below; bo’zon’s
mato, send the poople aft.”

«\y lady,’ says Buntline, addressing his Lundred
Lold fullowers, ¢ it ix fit that youshould be acqnamted
with the fact of my ULeing the bearer of a message,
from the Fiench Admural of the West India station to
tac government of the United States, nhih my men,
1s of vital sportance to the intcrest of our Country, |
do not tell you they Lo etunulato you 1o any greater
c3crtion, but morely as a reuprocation of tha* confi-
dence which 1 um proud to believe you reposc an ne.
I know vou will stand by mo to the last—1 havo tes-
tedat. In tise presont disabled state of the Rover, 1t
wiil be wunpessible to escape from yonder squadron
now rap Ny oserhauling ust but my lads, 1 hkavea
plan to propese, tle successful exceution of which
w.ll crowa os with glory and success.  Listen toiit:

Tho plan was thea revealed, ond when Buntline
had done speahing, three Lcarty cheers evinced
the readingss Wi Which the crcw cntered ato it

¢ Mea,® rosumed Bumbine, ¢ the signal will be Liber-
{y '—and when 1 give st forth, let every one of youdo
o8 1 heve duceleg, now, wmy lada, don’t forgcl the
word L.yeriy '’

Groups of men were ccen epiking tho cannon “fore
and aft, §0 as to 1ender them porfectly uscless. Tho
muskets were all thrown overboard, and ths powder,
with the exception of what each man carried with him,
totally destroyed, this dono, the crew armod them-
solves, aad uustening aft, unaited tha farther address
of thesr commander.

In the meanume, the Englishman was rapudly ad-
vancing, with the intention of carrying the Awmcnican
Ly boasding. e was not ten yardsastorn; and at
ciery moment was gaming on the Rover. Bunthne
stood watching lum a8 the tiger docs s prey, scarcely

breatlung, in theintensity of lus intercest, and awaning

with pamful suspenso the momont whon ho wught put
his daring schomo into operation. ‘The whistlo of the
bo’son’s mate was heard on board of the Englshman,
and tho cry of * Away there, boarders away ' told
thoir opponents how to expeat them  Buntline cust a
quick and anxious gfance upon Afs scamen, who sfood
grasping their cutlasses with an cmotion a8 intensn as
hisown. It was a moment of foarful excitement on
board of either vesrel, during shich noth'ng was
heard Lut the nipplo of tho water as they sped along,
at length tho datk shadow of the Briton's canvas fu!

upon the deck of tho Rover,—another minute, and
they wore yard arm aud yard arm.

*Sheer to !* The bows of tho privateer shghtly
deviated and her antagomst was within threo yards of
her. Clank went tho grannels of the Englishman, and
both vesscls wore brought broadside and broadside.

¢ Board !* shouted tho British Captain; and two-
thirda of his crew sprang over the bulwarks aid upon
the decks of the Rovor, without the slightest epposi-
tion. Bunilise gave ono glance tc the dark forms of
the focman that crowded his forocastlo; and applying
tho trumpet to his mouth, thundered forth tho word
Liberty !

In an instant the Americans, whn had gathered
abaft the mamast, leaped upon the hammocks and
nettings and sprung hike so many cats upon tho deck
aad in the rigging of the Englishman., Like a torrent
they swapt away the fow who Lad remaimncd on board
of her, and now ranging themselves along the bulwarks
thoy propared to repel tho cnemy as they attempted
to regain thoir own ship.

* Cast off' the grannels " shouted Buntline, and that
loud order awoke the Britons from the stupor of amaze-
mont in which they weie thrown by the sudden a
singular movemeats of their opponents. ‘They mounted
the bulwarks and endeavored to regain their own
vessel, but they were every where met by opposing
cutlasses. In vainthioy pressed—in vain they thronged
—thoy were overy whoro driven back apon the Rover's
dock; or pushed into thosea. They rushed frantically
forward, but their hopes wore baseless, they nught ao
well have attemipted to force a wall of iron, as to
beat back that rank of herocs. Somc of their oppo-
nonts seized a huge spar, and were pushing the two
vesselsapart. They separated—thoy were yards asun~
der—and the unscathed English brig with Ler yankeo
crew, furced ahead, leaving tho shattered, hanmnless
ke of the Rover in the hands of a hundrod distzucted
Britons !

Threo of the wildest buzzas tha! ever yot rang
apon the startled ocoan, hurst from the lips of the
victorious Amcricans, as the star spangled bannor un-
folded ntscif from the peak of thewr prize, then pile
after pilo of canvas rose upon her tapesing spars, and
when the sun that mght sought his ocoan bed, 2 wideo
wasto of blue wator rolled between the atately prizo of
the Amoricans, and the shattered wreck of their caco
gallant privateer,

UNITED STATIS.

"7 From the Portland (Me.) Argus, May 3.

The contest between this country and Eng-
land for speeie, has well been termed a death
struggle bewween the capitahsts of the two
countries, mn which those of the former have
I the udvantage of an ugent and advocate here,
| whose hands are strengthened sgainst the in-
tterests of lus fellow citizens by the power in-
' separable from a bunk with a capital of thirty
+ five milhons of dollars.—The Specic Crrcular

1s the country’s right arm of defence agaust
l this mighty power. L .

As a sample of the overtrading which has
brought about the present pressure, and whose
cffcet the Circular is called on to farther, the
following arucle from the Juurnnl of Cous-
merce will be read with interest, and we put it
to the good sense of every reader to gay whoth




