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treason, cannot ho banisbed f-rni the seeno' of
their exploits and tritimplis. 19 tlivoe nat danger
ini the retrospeetion, especially %vitIi a peoplo sa
imasginative and entliusiastie as the Italians?
Nitkunoi aldo uj3ies it to be lauderstood that
Ilie Frcncli cracuatian of Mexico wM ehartly
corna ta a close. It is even assertcd that the
Emiperor in lis ncxt speech b the Legislative
Chiambers will anncunco thc fact. Blut this le
not probable. Maxhnilian is net yct sa flrnily
establishied in ]lis place that lie can dis ýenso
vwiil French aid. Witlî the exception or the
trouble in Frankfort, thc genc-ti aspect ut Europe
13 (ilusially 1îeaceful.

DANTE.*

IX t-îndred years have passell sinco Dante AI-
Iagliieri ivasbhum. FlurcticeliadtUic Iiuioui ut

luis birth, wlîicb touk place in May, 1265, but ho
dicd nt Ravenna, thc city ut là~ asy-lim, in 1321
-a &~W meîîtbs atter completing lus fifty-sîxUî
ye8i-. In 1274, w'hen aine years oid, Dante furet
,rqw licatrice, daugliter et Fçlco Portinari, and
ilat 81ght ivas tu luir a %ii~iua fui- Ilte. This
visioni iiispired theo Vile Nuovo, bis earliest wark,
etid subscquently expanded inta tbo grand pro-
lý,rtluu3 auJ transcuiiuk&t idtalism ut the Divine
Commedia.

Yet il iwould scem that tie actuel relations af
D.ate with Beatrice, Nvere neiher close ar fi-e-
qiient. Thpytmere i-aller ot a distant and toi-mal
LiLLI. Beatrîce became the wvife ot Simnone dé
Bardi, 'and dicd iit thecarly aige ot twenty-r-ir
ycars. Dante mai-ed Gemma Denati, and a
tazuily af seven childi-en iras the issue of the
Inarriage. As Beati-ice mores in Uic pages ot
Dante, romnentators bave become perplemed,
and senie bave atflrmed tbat she was a chiaiacter
îîurcly symbolic. Thuis position, huwcvci-, ca--"ot
Le regardcd as tenable. There can ho no man-
ner of doubt, wo think, that l3eatrice is nlot a
encre allegorîcai rep-esentation, but the i-epic-
séritation of an actuel waman, known in Flo-
rence, during the early lite of Dante. Bis love
foi-bei- mas mystical, vriy pure and vei-y worsbip-
fuI. lie says that Ilber aspect cauised deatb ta
evci-y other thougbit, and that ber preseuce pi-e-
servedl man fromn ail wvrong, destroyed ahI enmity
und ail sensueus impulses, kindled the fdame of
chazity, and put ta ilight piie and worth." This
actual -,,oman, hamever, bhcmme sa thoi-oughly
ideahized in Uic gi-ont poem, that there are but
scznt traces othuman nature lete in ber. There
she becomes symbol otali that is higbest, trucet,
and most desirablo te human aspiration-symbol,
indeed, ot Divine Wisdom. Thus Dante spzaks
of ici- in Paradise :

"Il ine Qyes 1 riised,
.And.uairlier. whlere raonfEhe Bat her ti-w
A içreztb rýeg&cting of eti-ual beams.
içet front the contre ai'the6ea se far
untu tLe rcguen of the highest thunder.
As'wasmy len framies-.PnadyLttho form

*ame tLrough the, mediums dowvu, imIx d andI pure.
0 Lady! ton iu whom auy ho"e have i-est;

WVho, for-ny safety, huet net acei-ned, la bcl
To leave thse traces aof thy feetsteps mark'd,
Foi- ail nu> oys have sEfn, 1 te thy power
And gooduess, vrtuel love and gi-sec.'I

Pareil., Cent. XXXI.

Fi-on the danu.otChristianity upon the warld,
until the Uhiiiteentb century, no gi-et poet huid
nppeared. Dante is the fi-st great Chr-istian poet.
ILs ideal et wuomanboad diffiers entîrely fi-rnt
that et the gi-cnt pocts ut antiquity. The expia-
nation of this is ta be fouud je the more exalîed
eeorality andBspiritkiay of IIi. Chisian religion.
lits gi-cat puce is baseil an medIcva1 conceptions,
ot cc.urse, but in attitude and bi-eadth et thaught
II, suais far above aud bcyonàd ai.,tL;ng Pc muliar
te tho middle ages. la the i-ealies of scientilic
thought bis marvellaus insight led him ta anti-
cîpate Neirtn by foui- bundrcd years la the
suatter oft gravitation, In the luivest abyss ha
and bis guide pis Lucifer wedged. ln ice, and
tl.ey cume ta a point irbere they sec tbo ai-ch
fiend Il bt legs beli upiard.-'l Whiere is noir
the icel?" ho asks bis guide.

e Dante, as iblosopher Patriot and Pool. Wlth an
SD9J>ais cf tîLe Diviaz &de dia, lis l'et and £
bodes. By VinCeua Botta. Now Yorki Chas. Scrl-
neor& o. nt-a:IWoJaa.

110wv etandethu ho lu posture tus reversetIl
,lnt bmw front eo te mnoin spaco ge brlef
lattitue sou made hîsiatlt lli u bw

Thuns auswerinr apabua: -l'hou denuesi tlau Mrt ustil
Oin thie alliera de of thie centre, wbuero 1 griupeil
Thoe ablieretI worm tRust bau-cL thruregli thse wrld.
Thoiu iels ou tlie ethor ide, ne lo: it
Descenuled; whien 1 turneil, thuon dfidet o'erpas
'I7utpouint, teîe/dich jkm everyoth1ev part is draggeil
A11 lueuwp subsçtanuce.,'I

Dante, as a paet oceupies a pedesîn; al hie
cira. For Italy hie created a uationial langeuage,
anud laid the ba-ois et a national hiterattiro. le
mas a paet not inci-ely for ltaly but for humanily.
The Divina Commeidia la malle tutu subject uÇ
siiecial courses ot lectures lu the Grman Univer-
sities. Daeute mas patriot as ireli as poci, anud
speat musclu tiouuglît andI active lire lu thue seriuce
cf bis country. le mas a fee ta tIse pol.ltical pre-
tensions of the papaey, ud wrae and laboui-ed
iil a vicir te Italian uaity aad liberty. Ilis

vicire et duty mero toa exalted for the city et luis
buiLt, and Florence, ta ber eterual shamne, doomed
luin ta an exile la irbicu ho died. Thue taite ot
the public peculators lu bis poen, otight ta be a
marning te public peculators lu aIl laiud and ail
times. This Jlis is pîunged iat a hlae ut bumn-
îug îuitcb, aud treely tartured by attendant
denons. Iu paseing througb the abyse9, the poet
secs a fecnd ut 'Inimblest trend" uunig isith a
sinneraft iis stampfirmly clutehed; andI, droppiug
hum into the lake, bie sisys ta bis telloir fiends,

Il Iins
Whelm yo bencth wirll 1 i-chin for mure;
Thiat baud hathetaiooofouci Aimonanrethere,
Except Bonura, barterers -- Of 1 ne'1
Foi-lucre there au 'e 1fl quIckby malle."

Infèii., Cent. XXI.
Oui- capy of Dante by Carey bas, ie tbis Canto,

an illustration by Flaxman, mbich me respect-
fulîy recommend ta thse notice of aIl decoratars
ai' modern legisitive halls un Ottawra ci- eIsc-
w bei-e.

la May lest, thîe sixth centenery of Dante's
hirth mas celebrated with great enthusiasen in bis
native land. TIse bsook befare us hy SiguorBoats
appears ta haro becu drawn out by Uiat crent.
It je evidently a labour et love an the part cf thc
nuibor, opportune in ils coming, and raluable as
a papular hr;lp ta the stedy and appreciation ot
the gi-et puce. A glance ai the table ef contents
,vill showv ils value as a contribution ta ibis end,
and wc hope it may aitaire a vilde circulatton,
hiereabouts and eîsewbere.

LITERATURE AND LITERARY
GOSSIP.

T HERE is a kind of phbysiognamy in the titles
of books, no leis titan ?a tho face cf men,

by wubich a akiltul Observe-- will as ivell kuair
irbat taexpcct tram tie ancasthc ctber." This
sayiug of Butler's, me doubi nul, bah somne foi-ce
in his day, irben im as thse fashion, ta compress
tLe contents et a irik locoUthe tie-page, and
this, ta an aimait offensive deg-ce. But, ta-day,
irben the fashion le witb authors ta assume a
non de plume, aud ta usher their productiens in
an incognito, ho mauld be iadecd a sisilesI
analysi and conjurai- irba ould igIstly divine
the subject or purpart et a book fiai ils tille-
page. Tekec, as an instance, Mi-. Ruskin'e ucir
volume, IlSesamo and Liîiqe with the mai-e
mysteriaus adjunet te Uic titie of IlKiug's Ga-
dca and Quecu's Treasunes"-wba would inter
Uic subject te bhocn buokeg aud wmmn, hem te
rend tIse li-st and hom ta educate Uic latter?

The rea-der, atter considerable cogitatian and
sbreird guessiug, migIsI iufer tolerably cei-iectly
the contente ut sucbi books as "- udertoues,'
Il Loakîung tarde Suaset," IlSoundinge tram
the AtIslanie," IlStones Ci-ying Oul" &c. "lHerse
Subsecivne ie kuair ta be Leisure Heur, 94De
Profundis" ire arce told is a tale of Uic ýSocial
Deposits; but rcaliy cf the tles cf somo marks
wib bava uecently appenred, l weuld bc a
insterly mmd Uiat would arrive ai a ccrrect
conclusicn as to theur contents. Thus it musi
eo, ta Reviewa et warks ame saecagerly sougisi

by bck-meaders more asaglossary ou thse title-
page af the blo f the day titan as a criticism
an theirmrcri.

flRov. 26

WeO pasa ta Oui- usueal fummary. In literaturo
and art, %ve meon uitb first, an iuterestlng volume
topfluiologists,entitled"Chapte-e n Language,"
by F. WV. Ferra-, M.A., Tria. Cal., Camibridge.
A second sertes of IlTho outte Lite," the
li-et seies et wirbih contaiue perbape tho iucat.
essaye la the Engtisb laiîguege. Tho publica-
tion of EarI Dei-by'e Translation of llomer's Iliad
bas *set tLe classicar achaltirs anîd versifici-e
vigoi-ausly ta wiork. WVc notice, besides the
marks wrbicu appeareul imunediately afier Lord
Derby's-"l The Iliad ot Bhouter ini English Ilexe-
meter Verse," by J. 13. Dart, M.A., and IlncI-oe
andI i'.se lliad?" by Prof. Biisckse, of the University
etof Jirb This latter irik, irbich tram
tic rcputatiou of the aîtlîaor, we are sure irili bco
good, v, di be divîdcd it thi-eo pai-ts,--bome-ic
Diesert itiaus - 2udly, The Iliad in English verse;
and 3rdly, éummeutary, philulogical and ai-
cboeulogical. Tiro receut 2cottush ivoiks xrîli
apperase, for the time the ci-avinge o et aurious
ini clbiology and arclîoulugy. TLcy ai-e respcc-
tively eatitled IlThe Early Races ot Scotlaud,
and tlieji- Monuments," by Lient Col. Forbeg
Leslie, and 'lAucient l'illa- Stones et Scotland,
their Sigîîilicance and Bearing un Etbnology,'
by Oea. Moore, M.D. We note, as being i-e-
priinted fi-ont Gea. Il. Lewiîs' Fui-tnigbtly Rrer
a neir puent of Rob. iiulwr Lytton, ,The A-)ple
of Life," under the nom de plume of Ower. Me-
editb. It is an oriental legend, a little jadeliento
ta soma tastes, but bcautifully wrcugbt out
Mi-. Redgrave gives us au account ot the progress
ut Ai-t in Eugland undiler the title of IlA Century
of Painters of tho Eaglleh Sehool, witb critical
notices aof their works."1 lu adrance cf steel
eagraviag and waod-cut cugraviug as embel-
lisbments te books, me have noir pbatography
at wmacl-, and aof thea thm-e, the latter is, me dab
nôt, capable of as much art-manipulation, and
ivili homeme moi-e acceptable un the illustration
of bookis as tIhe tira tomer. Aud taconnaisseurs,
irba cannaI possess Uicmselv, s of the arigial
ef rare picturce, no eue mili question whicb ot
the arts irauîd bc mare acceptable as a copyiat.
than pbotography. Suehi a rik as the falloir-
ing, produced as it is ln pbotog-apby, mill go
tai- te recancileoanc for Uic absence of an original
Rnphael,-the gi-est woaiks af Baphaei Sanzio
ot Urbino, a series of tmenly pbatogrephs fi-rn
the best engrarings of bis tuait celebmated peint-
inge, irits Vasai-l'a Life, Notes, &c.

ia Uic dopai-tment of Science wo have Il Fi-ast
and ire, Naturel Engines, Toal Marks and
Chips, witb sketches taken at hiomo and abread,
by a travelier," a rik et most plcasing original-
iîy of thaugbt; and in Theologij, a new wark, by
the Rer. Dr. Guthie, entitled "Man and thea
Gospel i" and tramn the pen ef Dean Altord,
IMeditatians, in Advent, on Creatian, and on

Prav*dence." A volume of miscellanies fi-ent
the collected mnitings et Edward Irvig, and an
excellent and melcame addition ta the literatu-e
of thse Holy Land scenery, fi-eue thse peu cf thse
authai- efthUe Chi-onicies et the Scheubci-g Ootta
Family, entitled IlWande-ings over Bible Lands
and Scas." G. M. A.

ILO'NDON SOCIETY."-
Il mas Byron, me believe, mIsa cxpresscd regret

that one ef Mooi-e's most exquisite meladies
8bauld boni- the lisekadaisical came af IlLoves
Young Dreain." We, toc, arc somewbat ineliaed
te cai-p ait the tille et oneore the hast Englisb
Magazines cf Uic day, "lLondon Society?" the
Novenmbec numbçsci of' %ib!c ha 3eeb reacbeuc.
The yaung will find in ils pages taies aeud poctry
irritten with mucis ability, and unexceptianabla
in toune and marais; I -bile graver rendors may
induelge ln subjects mare ta, their satisfaction.
TIse engrarings, akls, are excellent

The pile forirbich this seial le sold aught ta
insure it a large circulation in Canada and oihl. r
Bi-itish Provinces; for British subjects casa lear
train ils porusal nothing inconsistent mUsh thc
sentiments and~ principles mmi they mnhrit.1
tfram thei- ftblirs, and is the boit legacy -rhich
tey e leavo ta tIseir child-en.

0 "1oudon S ley." an llnsrated Magazine. lon-
don: 9 St Brido'a Avenue, rloot Strcet Dawson
Bruothers, ilont-cal.
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