The Destruction of Sodom—Temperance Lesson

Abrsham (ch. 18 : 22) has rejoined the other angels.
Escape .. look not behind , . neither stay thou
in all the plain.. Thero isto be lingering neither in
Sedom nor on the neighboring plain which he had
claimed for his own. Thereis not even to be a glanco
behind.  Bscape to the mountain ; the mouatains
of Moab, which rise abruptly from the Dead Sea.

IIL. Tep Crries DESTROYED.—23-29. When
Lot entered . . Zoar. Lot was feeble and cumbered
with three women, and feared he might not reach the
mountain in time, or might suffer sorae other peril.
He prays for somo necarer refuge and asks that one
of tho doomed cities might be spared for his sake.
He calls it Zoar, that is, “little.” God grants this
concession. The Lord rained . . brimstone and
fira. God may have used natural volcanic agency,
which could well be desceribed in these words. But
his wife looked back ; in direct disobedience of a
plin command. Pillar of salt. Lot's wifc is tho
type of those, “who in whatever age, look back with
regret and 1 upon | and cnjoyments
that are inconsistent with the salvation offcred to
them."” God remombered Abraham, and sent
Lot out of the midst. Abraham's pleading was
not wholly vain ; Lot, at least, is saved.

THE GEOGRAPEY LESSON

Tho exact locations of
Sopox and GOMORRAH are
¢ not kanown. Biblical
scholars who have cxplor-
ed theland, say that thero
is abundaut cvidence in
the district cast and south
of the Dead Sea of some
such great uphcaval as is
deseribed in this Lesson.
Somewhere here the cities
of Sodom and Gomurrah
probavly stand. The pres-
cnt condition of this part
is extremcely unlike the
other parts of Palestine,
and suggests some dreadful visitation of Gral.

LESSON QUESTIONS

12-14 How had Lot reccived thc angels§ What
message did they deliver to Lot? Was Lot o be
saved alone? How did his sops-inlaw reccive his
warning 9

15-17 Was Lot himsell ready to go at the waming ?
What steps did the visitors take ¢o tear him away ¢
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What orders did Lot roceive outside tho city? To
what mountain were they to makoe their escape ?
Where was this mountain? Why did Lot fear to
escape to the mountain? What place did he ask to
be spared for a refuge for him?  What is the meaning
of the name Zoar?

23-29 How were Sodom and Gomorrah destroyed 7
‘What command did Lot's wife disobey? What
penalty overtook her? Who viewed the destroyed
cities from afar? What was the appearance of tho
plain? How did God show His remembrance of
Abrabam ?

FOR DISCUSSION

1. Was the penalty paid by Lot’s wife unduly
severe ?

2. Can we get accustomed to cvil company without
suffering morally ?

A LESSON FOR LIFE

The first step in building 8 bridge over a certain
river with steep banks and a swift current was to
shoot an arrow with a fine thread attached. Then
followed a thin string, a rope, a cable, and 8o on, til)
a great bridge joined the banks. This was the story
of Lot’s attachment to Sodom. First it was only a
glance, then a choico of land necar Sodom, then a
pitching of bis tent toward Sodom, then a dwelling
in Sodom. The approach to sin is often by degrees.

Prove from Scripture—That good ms seck the
welfare of others.

Shorter Catecbism—Qurs. 49. Which is the sccond
commandment? A. The sccond commandment is,
Thou shalt not make unto thee any graven image, or
any likencss of any thing that is in heaven above. or
that is in the earth beneath, or that is in the waterunder
the carth : thou shalt not bow down thyself to them,
not serve them : for I the Lord thy God am a jealous
God, visiting the iniquity of the fathers upon the chil-
dren unto the third and fourth generation of them that
hate me ; and showing mercy unto thousands of them
that Tove me, and keep my commandments.

The Question on Missions—10. What is Africa's
greatest need?  The direct teaching of Jesus Christ,
and the example of sincere Christian living. Ignorance
and cruelty snd idolatry are very common. Mis-
sionaries tell of sceing African children cut all over
their bodiers to **let out the pain®’ they sufiered.

Lesson Hymmns—Book of Praisc : 7 (Supplemental
Lesson), 135, 238, 2 (Ps. Scl.), 412 (from Paidary
QearTERLY). 259.

FOR WRITTEN ANSWERS

1. Why was Sodom destroved .. ovivniionn,



