
THÉE PALM BRkANCI4.

FOREIGN CORRESPONDENCE.

Dear Mission Band Fricnds:-
WVhcn Iookzing throughl the "Palin Branch" or

October 1 noficed the decision. îhich had beeni reace4
iii regard ite study of flic dîlterent fields ef mnissionl
xvork dluring the coniiing year; and wheni 1 saw flua'.f
Japani w'as the coiiutry chosen. for fliis autunmii anud
winter, 1 resolved at once thiat 1 woulà write ait lealst a
littie letter for flic next ii, iud give yeni îî'at f resui
niews 1 c-ould about our work here. Now, howcveî',
Iiat 1 ]lave laid aside the preparation. of iIny lessouis
for to-rnorrow's classes and turncd nîy thouglits freux
"Abraham," "Alfred the Greafle' and a literaturo les-
soli OU1 "he Child's dreaiu of a Str, sd fazei up
nxy peu tc, write, kno%'ingç that thle mail l'or Amiri
ililI close nt bed-time, 1 r askixîg myself, rather i
despair: "What is tiiere that 15 ncw or interestiaing ini
our work liera noir that the b)oys and g-'rls at home de0
3net alrcsdy know?" and reafly there scems te o bnui-
tlbing uew to wvrite.

You kuewv already I think, that Mis3 .Tost lias g(ine
Io Koful, and thxat there are only tlirce of uis li thue
Tokyo station tlis ycar-Miss Blackrniore aud miyèseit
giving înost of our timo te the clool work, idifle Misi
]-fart carrnes on flic Evangelistie work withi lier Japsai-
ese lielpers. Yît kilow, tee., that our eld school buil-
ings1 -%vore pulleit (lewl dliing flie stimuer, alid, a iue\w
(îxo commeîxccd on our fine ncw lot next te fli cehurci,
whieli wo, wcrc se happy in sccuring last spring, and yoit
îurebably have hecard cre titis the unpleasant ilews fihaï.
aI typhiocu strtxck oxîr ilew building on Septemnber Sti,
just when tlie frane, w-as rc.adly te ho boarded ini, ai
laid fIlle wholc building flls-that before iA wss ftat fan'
advauced fte second finie a second aîxd worse typlîcoit.
destroed a great part et it again on October 7ith, aiud
1 arn sure yoxî eau ail imîagine, witliout iay attempfiag
te fell youi, xî'bat a keen disappeintient titis n'as te is;
(ielaying'i, as it did, the conîplet ionl of fixe sehool0 for tire
or flirc mnoiuhs, and lcaving us practically hlomeless
frr a whîiie. Yeni will knou irom more recent report,
ihat affer two wceks searcb, a largo Japanesc lieuse

wvas found ia tlic ixciglibnrlxoodl, wlierc, .il our senior'
plupils eifl ho hxonsed -vit1î IMiss ]3lackmore, anîd flic
!ittle eunŽs witlî Miss Hairt*.,i( ailuîyself fouîxd a homne iii
flie second sfory cf flic lit tic lceture haoll, or Sutndav-
sehool rout at the rear cf our churcit. Trîere -are, of
('urse, ineo]xveixiexces tixat comie with fuis mxode (if
lîfe, for w'c are niticli crampedl for rooxui, sud flic girbN
imust caf, sîceis, playv: sfudy and have scîtool. ail i lu e
reoli; butt fhev have shnost wiiiiout exceptien 1)001
patient suld bx'igbt Iix'ughl if ail, and are se lielpful
with fIxle -extra wcrk that it lias been a meal pleasure te)
lre lu axnong tuent, sid WC liawe colite te kunow thleill
;)tfer, tee. it. sonte ways that we ever would have
donc in. regulax' (rirmitorie.. Tlietre is mue tliin.- w'hiex

-Iiiar sure -ou dIo not kixew, sud tiîat is, wîlxen Ile xew
building iii bo fiaîishced, for ive dIo met kilew iblat our-
selves; butt we hiave a littie hlope ef being atble te morne
lu dnrinfr tîte Chiristmnas haoida Z' if .1ll goes ou1 we'ch.

of~kuî c Curistmnas reîind,(s nie finit if -«iii ho

w~it yoit pî'obably ore titis letter reachles yout; but per-
Iîops it wouid intercst you to hear of sorno of theo-~
paraitions Ilhat are alrcady being, inade hiere in our Suni-
day-schoc'ls for its celebration. To preparo ain inter-
ob-ling prograrnlilc.in, the chuireli S inday-schlools whPru'
Ille children hiave heenl for several ycars undi(er hr-

1iiiain ig. slo diflheuit; b)ut ini. thc littie p<or suit
day1-selîools, or' childrcn'ls mxeetings, wlhere eaeli l'iaI
et. ls a% xiumh1er of IIOw childrcn. gathcred in, to jrePtr'ý

'VVei the sinjiffeSt programmne of singing, Biblea verseim
anîd recitations takes several wveeks of training. auîd
iiiieli patience on tho part of our sehool girls, wlho are
Ille teachecrs. C'itn any o! yeni, l wvondcr, reinember tho'
Ii-e whimi yeni did net know why (iristinas was kept,
aînd ail the beautiful story conneetcd with. Ille h)irthdaii.Y
of the ehilif Christ? It seecis to rnost of ils that we
imst alw'ays hiave known it. (ian yeni imagine -wlhat i.

wul t o hear it for tixe first time al; the age of eigb t,
fen or twclve ye-i's, as the littile folizs in our Sunday-
schools dIo, and Atear it, too, under disadvantages that
Lover trouble us in our land. For instance, tho nanio.s
of Joscphi aud Matry are real evc-ry-dIay names to us,
b)ut in Ja-oanie.s tlxcy bécoînc "Yeosefn" aud "'Marea,ý"
whicei have uno meaning whafcvcr [o Japanese cars, ani1
.-omettînes after telling the story of Ührists birtli in th&î
simplest possible langtiage, 1 have hecard the teacher
ask in i'eview: "N.Lowv whici iva- the niother ef Chris;t,
Yosefui or Mrs"and the aiîswer is more apt te ho
Yosefin thanl àarea. 'Vii1 yen not lu your Christmnai

rioclsrenieniber in praycr the chidren of titis and
etlier dlark laiffls, Who, as yct, kniow so dimly the truce
incaiixg of ('lristhuas, that; as they ixemorize flie Biblc

~Q~Sand galber lu their Christmias celebratioxs their
1w-arts iinav lic opceîîcd te understand and acccpt ilie
Love the-t broughit Christ to earth-1 as their Ssý,viouir aitd

WVit1x good wishcs for a bappy, prosperoxîs vear t ,
al! lii our ('ireles lid 13ands, 1 romain.

Yussinccrely,
Mf. ABLE VEAZEY.

T'orii Za1zza, Ar.sbn Tokyo, Nov. l4fh, '99.

A CHRISTMAS SUPPER.
I ear Chidren of flic ]slin Bran:-

A Happy Christmas to yoi -,Il. It is only riglit we
silould hlave a good Christmxas supply, sud as you lilix
te scarcli flic S1,criptur2zs, 1 want yeni te hielp) me fimil
ont ftic bill of fare:

&"Spread the elotx"' and thon let us hlave the '-Irigtt
sh in,,ii( of tihe cdl'"for if is niglit. We would l>et-
ter ha1ve '"Stdit Nvithout preseribillg liow mnlehl, Rs1u1
4zoil ii risc -tlen 'ie ivill put on "the disixes and
ite spoons sud the bruwls, with the hrcad, in thi- basket.
a; ive are "ýstroeng of a]potite" wc wil Ibegin witli solnp

-pour out, the b-roth>" and, perhaps, some "pettage."
then "flic' roPl," ive wilI "ise a littie w'ine," but net tic
lIiid wieh xNvil infioxicate; thon after soup we will la'
seulei 6')roiied fi6; wc reineniber fIlle ili ive (11(1
caà f reelv.!" 'l.img of Ille fili whiell they have uin%'

-izitz lien m e vili hlave ire""ikn""'o
(('0,sf;- 'tei on p;age 7.)


