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seriptiona for tho sole purposo of con-
trollug tho organization of the compnny,
and eleoting thomselves to tho best offices.
They had no money, but largo oxpeota-
tions. As I bad propused, as theinventor
of thoe scheme, to bo president, secrotary,
treasurer and goneral manager of the
company, their views were incompatible
with mine, and the company was nover
brought into being. The only mouey weo
received was $26, subscribed by an en-
thusiastic but oxtremely verdaut country
dealer. Those reckless adventurers in-
sisted that I should divide that among
them, but I »ofused, and reserved the
amount to defray my own exponses. It
cost me & front tooth and a discolored
eyo to retain that sacred trust fund, but
I am thankful that my physical strength
defented the avaricions greed of vhose un-
godly mockexg of christian benevolence.”
We commiserated Plumbago on the
lack of appreciation bestowed upon him
by a cold and unappreciative world, nnd‘
asked him what he had been doing since
the collapse of his watck companyscheme, |
and what were his plans for the future,

*Well, 1 assure you, the world looked
datk to me when my pe! scheme proved
a falare,” roplied Plumbago, *and 1
thought to retire from the hollow and
decewving woild and become an Indian
agent, but the administration at Wash-
ington declined to appoint me, owing to
the bigotry and selfishness of certain
religious advisers who surrounded the
Presidentat that time. 'Tho President
was impressed with my personal appear-
anco, but was vulgar and unkind enough
to suggest that tho inflamed appearance
of my nose, tho result of erysipelas, was
due to other causes. My feclings were
so lacerated that 1 left him in disgast,
sorrowing over the insincerity and un-
christian spirit to be found in high places.
I next resolved to connmect myself, as
seeretaay or treasurer, with some of thoso
benevolent societies organized by the
different trades for relioving the distress
of tho orphans and widows of deceased
members. Ihave understood that .the
oficers of some of these soocicties had
the bavdling of large sums of money,
aud I thought to make one of them cater
L the demands of my carnal nature in
exchange for my spicitual conasel and
advice. But I found on inquiry that
the offices of theso societies were
already filled by self-seckors who were
waking o worldly profit by their ap-
parent benovolence, and thero was no

! place for me. In vain I worked up com-

binations to displace some of these men,
that truo philanthropy, as personified in
me, might usurp their places, but in
vain. Tho only reward I recived for my
labors was the scoffs and gibes of the
nathinking, and an attack in a sourrilous
newspaper, whorein I was dosignated as
a ‘gorrymandoring dead heat,’ a worldly
pbrase, a8 I am informed, highly un-
complimentary. I then engaged in the
fiold of religious journalism, but beoause
of some severe strictures I maade upon an
ungodly bauker who did not advertise in
my paper, I was peraecuted for libel, and
while uadergoing the incarcoration
ordered by an unappreciative judge, my
paper-suspended for lack of that moral
and literary pabulom I wasin the habitof
furnishiog.

«Jt is & sad world, my friend, and we
who aro endowed with superior intelleots,
philanthropical instinets and empty
purses are subjected to many and great
vioissitudes. But I have now matured
a scheme that is sure to be succossful,
and to win for me that fame and thoss
pecuniary emoluments for which my
soul has sighed so long and so vainly.
The idea itself I derived primarily from
Tae CiecouLar, but the development ofiis
details, the expansion of the primative
thiought to a megnificent coneception,
ani its application to my own pecaliar
charaoteristics and necessities, is all
mine—the result of the daily and nightly
cogitation of this massive intelleot. I
learned from your columns that the
great need of the watch jewelry trade to-
day is a Horological School, where the
principles of horology and their me-
chanioal application shall be {anght.
Thuse much Ilearned from you, but my
exporience taught ma that the mechanics
and artisans of to-day, and the youths
who desire to become such, are walking
in the dovious pathis of poverly. The
highest acquiroments of the human
mind are impossible to one who suffers
mentsl distress through the mediumi of a
collapsed pocketbook. Neither is man
suaceptiblo of mental onlture when ho is
oppressed with anxiety as to tho future of
his wife of his bosom and the children of
lis loins. Therefore I have congeived the
brilliant ides of combining a horological
school with a trade benofit society. I
havo nlready sent ont prospectnges to the
trade, aud complimentary notices of the
undertaking have appeared in asveral
papers. The titlo I have selzated for

this enterprise L consider to be o stroke
of gonius. It is, ' Tho Ixcolsior Academy
of Horological Science and Applied Art

in Jowolry, aud the Horologists’ and

Jowolers’ Vade Meoum Contributive
Benovolent Institution.' The title is
rather long for rapid pronunciation, but
it looks well in advertisoments and lotter
heads. Thisistobe a stock company,
and none but persons connected with the
wateh aund jewelry trade will be permitted
to buy shares unless they desire to.
The capital stock is fixed at $1,000,000,
in $100 shares, of which $1 is to bo paid
in when the stook is subscribed for and
the remaindor in $1 instalmonts ascalled
for by the president. I am to be prosi
dent; also secretary, treasuror and
Zoneral manager of the institution, as
well as instructor in the various branches
that will be taught. There is no doubt
but that the trade will greedily seize
upon this idea and send in their sub.
scriptions. The establishment is to be
located at Chicago, now the centre of
the earth as well as of civilization, culture
and refinemont ; from this great centre
radiates all that is worth knowinog of this
life or the lito to come. An enterprising
publisher of that city has already placed
a fourth story loft at my disposal, in con-
sideration of which I gave him favorable
mention in my circulars. I propose to
teach there the entire science of hurology
and all that is desirable to know regarding
the arl of making jewelry. Watch-
wakers can come to mo and perfeot
themselves in the knowledge of the art,
and yonng men will be taught everything
connected with the jewelry trade and
watchmaking for the modest sum of $6 8
month. i doesn't matler that I don't
know snything about the basiness ; there
aro lots of elementary works on the sub-
joct which I can re-write in the form of
leotures. Then I oxpect manufacturers
to furnish the Academy gratuitously with
wachinery and appliances. In a month
ur so I expect this great institation of
scientifio and artistic trnining to bo in ex-
collent working order. The benevolent
branch of this concern will, no doubt,
preve the most profitable. In the pro-
spectuses I promise to day $1,000 to the
widow wnd children ofany contributor or
subscriber to tho institution, and in case
of the sickness of any member I promise
$20 a weok. This looks woll on paper,
and will unquestionably bring wany sub-
scriptions to the stock of the institution.
Of course, as I am to run the whole affair,



