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THE CANADA

LUMBERMAN.

REGULATIONS OF THE WATERS OF THE
OTTAWA,

The following communication appoars in the
Ottawa Herald . —

Improvements must keop paco with the ad-
vanco of civilization and tho requirements of tho
times. Tho cxtensivo commerco and trado of
tho 19th century, impelled by the inest ambitious
and insatiablo onterpriso, is not contant with
supplying nctual wants, but ingeniously creates
noy branches of trado which in turn call for
nccommodation, and thus tho ball keeps rolling,
changing overything int 4.1d, or tho Almighty
Dollar.,  Thero was a time, beforo tho discovery
of thouso of stoam, whon tho world's buainoss
waa transactod with satisfactory despatch,
though thero woro no steamboats or locomotives
going in a fow days against wind and weathor
across tho continent. DBut the days when
o pamperod jadus® and mules could do tho
carrying trado of tho world arolong sinco past,
and tho pooplo of this oxceodingly * go ahead 4
ago would dio of nctual s.agnation wero thoy
deprived of their railroads and canals,

Not o great many yoars ago tho Grand River
in its natural “atate, without the smallest im.
provemont, accommodated all the trade of the
Ottawa Valloy, but thon tho trade of this sec.
twon of tho country was comparatively nuthing,
Lytown then covored o few acros of ground,
and no porson over dreamed that tho capital of
a great Dominion would bo built on the banks
of the Grand River, or that to-day wo wouid
Lehold the Governinent Buildings towering over
tho brow of Parliament Hill.  But civilization
spreadd out its winge, and tho lumberman's axo
went furthor up the river cach succooding yoear,
and preat slaughter was accomplished amung
tho “‘kingsof tho forcst.” Tho Chaudiere with the
Big Kettle, in carly yecars tho torror of tho
lunber merchant, afforded admirablo milling
advantages, and accordingly as soon as its
merits wero recognized capitalists obtained
water privileges, and erected mills which went
up in quick successivn, Theso mills incroased
the demand for timbur and gave an additivnal
jnpetus to tho great staplo trade of tho Ottawa.
But the trado could not nssuine such vast pro.
portions and bo carried on lucrativoly withuut
mnprovements alung tho nver affording greater
facibities to tho lumberman,  Therefure, slides,
bootus and other necessazy improvomonts wero
undertaken and cumploted, and up to within
a fow years back timber was floated from tho
Upper Ottawa to Queboc without much difficul.
ty. But now that timber is being taken from
near tho head wators of the Ottawa, and from
afar in on the tributaries, it is found vory diffi-
cult to get timber to Quebec in the same year it
is cut ; and much extra oxpense has annually to
be incurred by individual firns in making tem.
porary improvements to facilitate tho getting
out of timber; and when it is o task of much
difficulty at this comparatively carly day to
take timber to Quoblec tho same year iv is cut,
what will bo tho condition of things somo years
Jienco, when tho forests along tho banks of
the Ottawa are complotely exhausted, and tim-
bor is being taken out forty, fifty or more miles
back on the tributaries? Without some im.
provements of the Ottawa River, it would Le
utterly inpossiblo to get timber to xpnrket in
Iess than two years, and hencoit becomes vitally
necessary to tho existenco of the umber trade
that o plan to regulato tho watersof tho Ottawa
should be decidod upon and put into exccution
at as carly o day as possible.  Wo shall throw
out n fow ideas bearing upon tho mattor, and if
tho schemo, which wo shall briefly stato, bo
considered worthy of considoration, then the
npprobation of the lumbering fraternity, whose
mtorests and welfaro wo are over solicitous to
promote, will bo our groatest reward. «

1t 1s an acknowledged fact, wo presumo, that
year after year the immenso volume of water of
the Ottawa appoars to flow down into the St,
Lawrenco in gradually decreasing space of tinue,
the result being that great incouvemenco is
caused to all kinds of trade, and incalculable
pecuniary loss incurred.  In the spring of tho
year tho great volumo of tho water sweops
down, doing much inmediate damago, whilo it
Jeaves tho tributaries and streams far up almost
dry. Thon, minco tho spring freshet destruys
much proporty, and produces great incon-
venienco in tho gotting out of timber, while itis

of no imaginablo benofit, should not tho first
consideration in attompting to rogulste the
wators of tho Ottawa bo to adopt sono means of
keeping back as much of tho spring froshet as
1osaiblo? This could be accomplished by dam.
ming, and dama would be of very littlo uso with.
out an immense reservoir to hold the water.
Rapids nr falls would render this system almost
impracticable so far us utility is concerned, and
thereforo an immeonse level is casontially noces.
sary, and if wo aro correctly informed, Lako
Toemiscaminguo is tho grandest rosorvoir on tho
continent of Amcrica. Gentlemen who have
paddled their canocs over its immonse lovel ex-
panso and behold tho high timbor-toppod hills
on overy sido will curroborate tho abovo assor-
tion. Tho lako is about 80 miles in length,
strotching from tho strait or gut at the hoad of
the Long Sault, and becoming widor and wider,
until shac may bo called tho lake proper is
reached, which is ovor cight miles in width and
30 in longth, From the Loug Sault to the
hoad of tho Lako is one lovel-oxpanso of water
unbroken and undisturbod by rapid or fall,

We would proposo building & dam abuut 30
foot lugh at tho Long Sault. Tho banks on
eithor sido are lofty and afford admirabloe facili-
tios for tho construction of a dam which would
nut bo uver 2,000 foet in length, and would keep
back an onormous volume of water, wnich at
presont goos to wasto overy spring, leaving tim-
beor high and dry in thy streams, and mills dof-
ciont of water powor beforo tho season is threo-
quartors over.  Of course the dam would be
fitted with sluice gatos, by which tho flow of
water could bo regulated. During tho carly
part of tho spring tho water is always high
envugh fur navigation, water power or any other
purposo, but in the summer and fall the univer-
sal cry from Grenvillo to tho head of thoriver is
for more water. Thus it is that wo advocate
tho keopiug of water back for n “dry day.
Lumbermen have had a system in voguo for a
number of yoars of damining the streamsrunning
through their limits, until tho water became
low end daving difficult, when breaking duwn
the dams, o splendid torront comoes dashing
along, floating thotr timber out into the rivor.
The dammung of Lake Temiscaminguo is identi-
cally tho samo as this, on a larger scalo, and
with mtinitely greater results.  No danger or
daniago can eminate frum it, and not an inch of
country will suffer inundation, high rocky banks
rising on every sido.

Wo considor this a subject of vast importance
to Ottawn and tho Ottawa Valley, and ono
which caunut boignored.  Sotne such improve
nient as that which we havo bricfly reforred to
must bo mado cro long, and tho sooner tho
batter. Wo will say no more at present, but
will probably refer to tho subject again if our
sugyestions prove worthy of being entertained,

PENETANGUISHENE.

A correspondent of the Afail says :—Last
week I had occasion to visit Penctanguishene,
and thero saw C. Beck & Co.’s new miill in
operation, and this, for its sizo and capacity, is,
in my mind, tho bost mill in that section of the
country, and I am inclined to think in tho Do-
minion, though that may bo saying tvo much:

This mill consists of one gang and one circular,
and tho latter is desorving of spocial metion for
the quickness of its movement, andiitycupability
of cutting moro lumnber in a given time than any
circular I have yot scen or heard of.

It docs the slabbing for tho gang, and cuts as
much as ordinary circulars besides; and itis
quito capablo of slabbing for two gangs, to
gether with what it atwesent cuts.  Itsregulur
work is from twelvo to thirtcen boards per
minute, and if crowded could drop fifteon to
sixteen per minute, which gives one somng ides
of its rapld movements, both saws turning out
from sixty to soventy thousand fcet of timberin
a w wking day of eloven hours.

As i3 well known, Mr. Beck's 0ld mill was
destruyed by fire, ho having’ suffered & heavy
loss, but with his undaunted encrgy and gu-
aheaditivenecss ho has succeoded in raising up a
mill on tho ashos of his old ono that is both a
crodit to himself and tho village. And this,
with throo other mills, ranks Penotanguisheno
a8 ono of tho lumbering centres of tho Province,
aud {e deserving of mention as such,

SHANTY BERVICES.

A Dracebridgo corrospondent of tho CArictian
Guardian appoals to the Toeronto Conference to
eatablish missions in the Muskoka lumboring
district, Hosays:—

“Provious to the last May meeting of the
Bracebridge district, ono of its meinbers accom-
pantod n lumber merchant, who is thoroughly
familiar with tho Muskoka region, in an imagin-
ary tour over that scetion of the country com.
prehended in tho tho Braccbridge district, and
iscovered that, allowing twenty men for cach
camp, thero would bo cluso on threo thousand
men within that soction, ongagod in lumbering,
who, for moro than half their time vory rarcly,
if over, hoar tho word of God proached, and
this by no fault of theirs. Ir tho camps little
or no reading is to bo found, Iero is o good
field for tho Tract Scciety's operations.
Tho littlo timo that iz left between supper
and bed, which is tho only timo for rocrea-
tion, is passed in singing songs of
a  doubtful, or dovcidedly profano char
acter, playing cards, smoking—in any way but
that wlich tends to profiting. \When theso
men visit for & dag or two tho adjacent villages
thoy act like sailors como ashore, and oven
worse, spending their money in strong drink,
engaging in fightr, and making an offensive
babol about the cars of poacoful inhabitants,
Of courso thero aro many happy oxcoptions to
this amoung tho lumbermen, but the majurity
fall into this ovil way. Mr. Wesloy’s merciful
rulo was o go first to those who need us most, If
wo aro willing to act on this wo will, without
further unneceasary delay, put forth somo dir-
oct offurt to reach and bless tho puor *‘shanty-
men,”  As aclass thoy are freo and gonorous,
open-hearted and open-handed, The ‘‘boss”
of a shanty has in ninety.nino cases out of a
hundrod a henrty welcome for ¢ay man who
calls to conduct a religious service for the benc.
fit of tho camp ;and invarinbly tho rough, good.
natured men themselves show marks of respoct
for tho messenger of tho truth.”

A Trip Up tho Lievre.

A correspoudoat of tho Ottawa Citizen, des-
cribing a trip up tho Liovro, says . — The ubjoct
of our trip up the Lievre was to definc the
boundaries of abvut 234 square miles of timber
land, and to ascertain the guantity of timber
thoso square miles would give and the yuality
of the wood. I must at once assure you that
this is a country unparalleled for lakes, moun-
tains, rivers, hills and crecks, and all to be
drivon and surmounted, and tho timber cluso to
the lakes, rivers and creeks, and the pino and
spruco trees, sound and freo from punk, gum
seams, knots, cte.  Of courso you will find o
siall percentago faulty. The whole front of
the River du Liovre, starting from tho Piska-
toshing, o tributary of tho Gatineau, -lown to
tho Rouge for a distance of 50 miles in tho rear,
is liconsed to the heirs of the late J. F. Gaudet,
and I can safcly say that from the explorer's
own personal inspection and report is worhy of
attention, and oaly from sterling lumbcrmen,
who only make a practico of workirg limits,
and not from hearsay, giving o country un.
known to themselves (a barren brule), but from
practical oxperienco of its real worth,

Tho whole of this country for 50 miles back
of tho Forka is well timbered, and about 600,000
pino and spruce logs can be made without much
expenso, .

The Misshssippl ¢ Boom,"

Krokuk, In, Oct. 18.—Tho Mississippi con-
tinucs to rise. At 10 a, . the water was two
inches above the great riso last spring, which
caused immenso damage inr this vicinity. At
Alexandria, five miles Lolow, the water is back-
g up over the prairiec.  The prospects aro
that tho town will bo inundated. IRailroad
shops and lumber yards in the southern part of
tho city aro completely surrounded snd opera.
tions suspendod. It is feared that tho river will
riso at loast another foot and very disastrous
flouds result.

Arc You Gotug to Travel ?

Don't forget a supp: ~ of that Dr. Fowler’s Extract of
Wild Strawbcerry. It faa supcrior remedy tor ses sick.
nosy, and & positive curo fur all bowel complsints n.
duced by bad water, changoe of dict, or of climate,
Whother at homo or sbroad, it should be kept at hand
in casoof ecmergency. ,

Prof. Mocoun In the Nerth-West,

Wisnirxo, Oct. 8.—Professor Macoun and
party returned laat night from their oxploratury
tour of Lakes Manitoba and Winnepegoosis,
and thelr tributary streams, together with the
soction of the North.-West around tho Porcupine
Hills and Duck Mountains. In tho latter
direction there were found fino streams, Tho
Swan and Rod Deer Rivers were carofully ox
plorod. The result was satisfactory, and salt
was foun” at many points on the lavd around
Lake Winnvpegoosls, A member of tho party
roports fine spruce and poplar timber on tho
mountalus, as well as on the banks of tho Swan
and Rod Door Rivers, Poplar as well as spruco
trcos have been acen that measured about fifteen
inches in circumiforence, and the former has been
found to have an altitude in somo places of
soventy-five feet, Game isabundant, particular-
ly duck, and they look upon it as a paradiso for
sportamen. Thoy spent some timo at the Polly
Indian Reserve farm, where fine crops were
raised this year. The land in this vicinity is
pronouncod the finest in the North-West. Tho
crops of all kinds, coreals and root, Ao nut ox-
colled in any part of the country, The land s
doscribed as undulating prairie, with excooding.
ly fortilo scil, easy +f drainage into tho Assini.
boina and ita =it ary, the Still River.

Wevd for Fucl,

The United States Bureas has besn gather.
ing somo facts upon the consumption of wood
for fuel, After taking tho figures in tho last
roport for the coal output, the superintendent
says:—‘‘ Even with the large increasc in tho
coal production during the last half century
wood still keeps in the vanas fuel, the consump.
tion in this country being in favor of wood
againat coal in the proportion of four to one,
In Maine, New Hampshire, and Vermont wood
is almost the only fuel. In many countics of
Massachusctts coal is ahead of wood, whilo in
tho state generally, s Connecticut, tho porcen-
tage is about oqual. Thickly populated cities,
like Now York and Hudson and Essox countics
New Jorsey, containing the cities of Jersey City
and Nowark, are put down ontirely as coal. In
Pennsylvania, the great coal state, there aro
many ontirely coal counties, whilo in others, as
Crawford, in the westorn part of the atato, nut
ovor thrro per cont of coal is used. Tho same
gﬂ'crcnco Lolde good in differont parts of Now

ork.”

Spentanceus Forests,

A writer in & West Virginia paper combats
tho opinion, held by many arboriculturists, that
an open county is never convertod into a forest,
through the operation of natural causes, and as
establishing the fact that such change does
sometimes occur, brings forward tho caso nf
the Shovandoah Valley. When first scttled,
about 160 years ago, it was an opet. prairic.Jike
region coverod with long grass, on which fed
herds of deer, buffalo, elk, cte., and having no
timber, oxcept on rigy portions of it ; but in
consequence of its scttlement, tho snnual fires
woro provented, and tr-ss sprang up almost as
thickly and regularly as if sced had been plant.
od. These forests, having been preserved by
the farmers, cover now a large part of the sur-
faco with hard wood trees of superior excel-
lonco. These frcts would also seem to substan-
tiate tho theory that the troeless character of
the prairies of tho West is duo to tho annual
burning of the grass by the Indians.

Tue Ogemaw Herald says thy firm of Cutting
& Daman, who have a mill in Foster township,
six miles from Beaver Lako, aro cutting from
25,000 to 30,000 shingles, and from 8,000 to
10,000 feet of siding per day. Thoy contemplate
putting in an upright saw to cut lumber, and
will putin 1,500,000 feet of hemlock logs, for
this purpose, tho coming winter, Thoy will
omploy 60 men, and put in, besides the hemluck,
1,600,000 feet of pino to bo worked up in
shingles and siding, Their mill will bo in oper-
ation the year around,

e ——
Natare Makes ne Mistakes,

Nature's own remedy for bowel com laints, cholemn
morbus, cholic, czamps, vomiting, sea sickness. cholera
infantum, disrthma, dysentry, and all diseases of & hko
n&ugztb:;ow?é uu)‘th;. cumme;l oc:oon. 'l)ao Dr. Fowler's
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