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Titere %vas a sati kart in Uie iew-
storied, dark ittI hUliuse tint stood
lîuinîbly b) flic roadide tînder saime
fait clans. Snîall as bier liotse wvas,
aid 3l\rs. Ueob> foin il ifoua large for
lierseif alonc ; suec only needed the
kimclîcn anti a tiny, bedroîni thiat led
eut cf il, anti thiere st rcîîained
flic best raiîn atid a bcdroom, %viflî
fle low% garret everlîead.

Thîc iati been a finie, after site
'vas laft atone, wh'len Mirs, RobU
ceulti lIîcll fiose wfa wvere peorer
thlîai herself. sfie kept a cow, anti
%vas sîrong enough not eni>' te do:
a %venian>s 'vert inside lier lieuse
but alniosi a mnan's wvork oîmtsicie ini
lierlpiece ol garcien greinu. At last
sickness an dligelhall camle liant in
lianti, thiose f wu reicntless enclnies
of flhc .jer, anti togethier tiîey liait
wastcd lier strengtli anti substanc.
Site liad i wayq Ikden ieaked omp ta
by bier neiglibors as bcing indepeti-
dlent, but îîew site wvas left, laie-
footeti anti lanei-anciet, whh ha det
te cafr anti lier bire landi, andi Élie

bitse iiI.provisioned te stand tic
siege cf finie.

For awhîilc sue iîîa*nageýd ta get on,
luit at fast it began to kc wliispercd
about th-at ut %vas ne lis': for anycnc
te lx- so prend ; if ivas casier for flie
%vitole town ta tare for lier flian ai
fc'v neiglibers, anti MNrs. Rolb lad
better go ta Hlie poarliauise befare
wvinter, anti kc donc witlu if. At
t bis terrible suggestion lier brave
lîcart seenwtd ta stand stili,

The people whonî slit cared for
i!iost hlîappened ta bc poor. anti site
couic! ne langer ge inte flîcîr baluse-
lioltis te icake liez-self cf tise. Thli

Verv clis êVcrlicati secined te Say
id" , %a tbpy groanecl in tlie late

auîttînîn wintis, andi tec was saine
tlîing a1 >peaIing even ta the strange
passer.by, in the lock cf tlhc littie
gray lieuse, wifi lu Mrs. Rebib's pale.
%voiricci f2ce at tlie wirîdow.

Sonie anc lias saiti tlîat annliver-
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saries are dlays fa niake atller peopît
lîappy '4i lut soîiîct hues, wlîten flic>
con lîe secn te lic fill of sfadows

and tlî power of givîng jey tc
altiers, fbat iîialienable rîgt wllicl
otîglit ta ligliten flic saddest lieart
tlie mlost indiffécrent symipathy
sornetimiies even f lus seenIs ta bc
%vifhidrawn.

Sa pear aid MIary Ann lUob sM
ait lier wandeow an flic afternoon
befoie Tlîanksgiving and fuit lierseli
poler ami sorrcwvftul indeed. Acrass

.flie frozen roati sitc Iokd eastwarc
ever a great strctclî cf coldticadow
landi, Ibravn andi tvandlswýept anti
cresscdby icy ditelies. It serncd
ta lier as if ini ail flie troubles tÉbat
site hadl knewn anti carricé*'Ibfore
titis, thîc liai always bceh saine
Nope tu liolti, as if she had neyer
leoked pavcrty full in flic face anti
seen its cold andi pitilcss loch befere,
She iaokcd anxieîisly dawn the rmidi
witlî a horrible slîrinking and dreati
at ftie flioîî8lie of beingz asked, eut,
cfpiy, tajean an somre Thianksgiving

fcast, but ilacre was nebady cornîîî
'vafl gifts in lîand. Once site lad
been full cf lave fer stîcl days,
tvlicthcr a, bante or abeard, but
soîîîe:hang liat chiilced lier vcry hcart
110W, poor aid waonan.

lier necarest neîglbar haîd been
forcînest cf those whe wvished ber te
go te ftic towvn fatmu, lic liadt nid
moare tItan once tha! it was file anly
sensible tliinq. But Jofint Mander
wvas vattîn; imatienti) te get fier

in lier cxtreînîty, andi prefendd that
tliere wvas still a debt, after lie liad
cleared lier Wood lot fa pay hîmself
bati9. lie %vot pluw aver the
graves in fthc iti cerner anti flitu

f reat cînîs, anti waîted like a spider
(o ls peer prcy. lic liati often

rcproaclied lier for beîng tao gener-
aus te wcortliless people in flic pasf

andt coniing ta Uc a charge te otliers
no'.. Oh, if sfic coulti oni>' die in
lier own lieuse anti flot suifer. the
pain of lionîelessncss anti depen.
dence i

It 'vas jîast at suinset, anti as site
leoketi eut iîop>cessly across flc
gray fields, tliere 'vas a stiddcnf Icaîn of liglit fat away cn the lo%
îîIlis beyand. flic clati ts opened màn
the w«stand let flie sunsliinethrtigli.
One levely s{leaîî siiot swift as an
arraw and brigiitcned.a fat cold hill.
sicle wvherc iltfell and at flic sanie,

m ioment a sudden gleain o! hope
brightencd the winter landseapc cf
lier lieart.

"lThere %vas Jainny Ilarrds," nid
Mlary Ann, sof:ly. "6 lie was a
soldier's son, ieft an orpiian anti
distresseti. Old John Mfander sccldcd
but 1 couidn't sec file poor boy want.
1 kept Iîiaî that )-car after lie qot
lît, spite a' whaf-% anlybod3 saad,

an' lie lielped sinc wvIat lit tic lic coalti.
lile saiti 1 %vas fli t) niotiier he'd
«ver iati. ' I'ni *going 01t Wcvust,
eiagter Rebb,' says lic. * i shan't
conte back t I get rich,. an' then
lied loak tl fie an' laugli, sa pleasant
anti boyîsh. li c wa'n't anc that
likcd ta write. 1 don't tîtîni lie wvas
<loin' very weli wdien i lîcard-ftre,
ît'syeaýrs ae tiow. I aiways f liglit
if lie got sack or anytlîiag, t slîould
have a goad hainec for hîinî. Tlîerc's

rr Era Bilake, the ciaf ont toc-
ue vnthave any place ta conte

a 'Chlilglit fadcd out of the Jclar,
ami agaîn Nirs. Rcbb)s troub)les stocd

i iefore lier. Vet it w."s not so dark
as it hiad been ini lier sait lient, Sice

Istili eM by tile wîindowv, loping riow,
in $ Pite 0f herselfaîîstead ef fearing:

anti a curiions feclin. e, ofeaffless andi
expcctaincy maclie îr Lcel nmts
inucli glit-lîearted as liglit-lircaded.
Il " Ited jîast as3 if somnetlain' was

f oit appen0 'I Silo naid. 14Peer
*llin Harris lmaps lîe's tîuînkin'

c' mne, if he's alive."
* It wvas clark new ont cf doan, andi
tiiere wcere tiny clicks against flac
wîindew. Il was beginning ta snawv,
and thc great clmis creaketi in the
rising wind cverlîead.

A dead Iinîb of once oflthc oid (tees
ladt fallen that autumnn, and peor
fire-wood as if ladt been, if was Mnr.
EZobb's own, and siloLadl burnt it
r.îost thankfîîliy. Tliere %vas enly a
stualit arniful ieft, but ait keast sueé
ceuld have the luxury of.a tire. Sfic
ladt a feeling tînt il was lier last
nîglit a! liome, and with strange
rccklessness site began ta (mli the
steve as sloe nscd ta de in better
days.

.It'l get mie gocd an' wam"sfc
sMi, stili talkîng ta herseli, as îonely

rtopedo,"l an' l'Il go ta bcd early.
t's ccnîîn' on ta storm."

The snew elickcd faster and (aster
against flic %vindowv and site sat

Slc thîn kîng in the dark.
IThere's lots o' folks 1Ilove,- she

tic niglît afore Tliank¶gvnÙI. tr
dreadfui g ad tlîcy don't know."
Andi sfc d rew a littie fienter te the
tire, and laid lier lîcaci bath drewvsily
ini the nid roching chair.

It seenicd onily a momuent befote
t:îerc wvas a loini knocking, andi
scrncbady îifted tlic latclî of the deor.
Thetire sl.one briglit thirougli the
front cf tlic aid stove andi niade a
litl liglît in flic mont, but NMary

Ann liait waked up friglitened and
bevitlere-d.

W0\ho *s. there ?" sfic called, as
site fotînd i er crutchand 'vent ta the
datif. Slic 'vas conscielus ôE cniy
lier anc great (car. 14Tlîey½ve coint
ta take nie ta tile poorhouse l' sfic
nid, and burst iota tears.

Thecre wvas a tal min, flot Joint
.Nander, 'vue seciici ta fil the
narrôw daerwvay.

4Cornte, let ie ini," lie sait gayly.
"It's a celd niglîr. You didrfl ex.

pet nie, did yeti, %Mother Robb ?"
"Dear nie'i Wlîat is it P' sice

faltcred, stcpping back as lie came
ini and dropping lier ertte. -"B 1I
dreainîn'> I was a drcaaiiiîn' about
-Oh, there 1 \Vlat wvas 1 a-sayin' ?
* Tain't truce! Ne 1 J'vc natie sorte
kînd of a îîîistake."

les, andi tlîis 'vas flic nian wvhe
kept the poor lieuse, and sice would

fgo %vithout cemplaint ; tliey naiit
lave given lier notice, but shic miust
ntic fret.

Il1fi dewn, sir," site saîd, turning
towvard Juin vigtl tetaliin1 patience.

Yeu'll lhave to iive mcea littie tune.
If l'cl been nota îed 1 wvouldn't have
kcpt yeu wvaitang a nminute this coiti
night.",

Il vas flot tlie kf-eper. The mari
by file door toak anc step ferwaîd
raidt piaf bis afn arcuti lier anti
hissai lier.


