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A CALIFORNIA CRITICISM ON TI-IF CANADIAN
TEACHER'S DISCIPLINARY GYMNASTICS.

Whei the deluded trio Phil and Georgey and Cliarlie left tlieir puzzled and
puzzling teacher that hot cvening, they liad alrcady forgotten what thiey had
been callcd back for, amd were talking right mcrrily over the dai:îty punish-
ment so ingeniously plannied and dramatically executed. They liad learned no
lersson of gentlcness, ixor had they caughit a glinupse of that avenging Nemesis,
4"which neyer yet of hinan wrong left thc unbalanccd sc-ale."

The whole affair seenied a inere joke, and thcy -,,erc fully agreed that for
ways that are dark, and tricks that are vain that teacher of ours is peculiar.
Up to this fateful afternoon, we are told that thc offenders had bcen "so good,"
or one inight imagine Clharlie, aged ten, ingenious and hardenedl enough to
ivent occasion l'or another interview just tu sec what the teacher wvould do~
next.

Either an offence clocs, or does not dcscrvc puijislincnt. If it does,
and the teacher thinks the sin denmands even corporal punishnmezn. let huxu deal
it out ivith littie nmoralizing and no apology. When wc violate a Nature's law,
and nature at once retaliates with a good hearty ache, the lesson is unimistake-
able. We do flot soon forget, and have a certain respect for the irate Damec.
So oftcn, it must bc a whipping, prompt and courageous. If, "once in a way
there corne a day, wien the colt niust bc tauglit to feel, the lashi that falls, and
the curb that galis," let it hurt. Anyone whio unclerstands a boy knows how
little respect lie hias for a whipping which doesn't hurt. It's a shani, and lie
despises it.

But did the offense in question dein-and corporal punishmnent ? No, it wvas
not a great one, it iras conmnitted by childreu alnuost too gooci to be real,-for
all the spring hiad passed and they needc no punishnient. It callcd back, it
would bc enougli ta say ivith a nianing rnphlasis, *'Go back, now, and like
sensible citizens nicddle not withi vour nieighbors." Or possibly, "Sit hiere
until you are ready to walk hiome irithout quarrelling.7"

Possibly to have let the affair pass uunoticed .,vould have beeni better.
Sotucone lias said thiat a boy is like a galvanic battcry that is not in connection
vrithi anything. Ne gencrates e-lectricity and plays it off iinto the air witli the
inost recklcss prodi;,ality. It is as mucli a boy's business to play off bis energies
into space as it is for a flowcr to bloir, or a catbird tozsiing snatches of the tuiies
of ail of the birds.

Doiibtless Phil had already turned counilcss band springs, slung aL storie at
thc saucy icadoir lark, 4*loflcrcci," and taggcclevcry youngstcr lic'd passcd,
and still thecre ira% lots of pent nip cziergv, a **sprinig.stir" iii his legs and arns
which liad to have soine expression. Henice its *4cuffing and slappiiug."

Perhaps Phul and Georgey wcre Ncttlinig by force of arms whicli shéould
have thc prececce, for know you not that thecre is a z;treet e-tique;t in the
"Court oi Buyvilce? I No royal court bias the rank more exactly scttUcd, and

happ is ic ad îh. y natural dignity ur bravery lias becti saved thc ordcal
of figiting Ilis way to 44rcad his titleccr.

Ye:s, 1 know ire fccl Mhat, "*i4 is nican te scuid a boy for a stick ta whip huim-
self." Gatybsns!Somcthiing akin to iivitin-g a martyr Ioeli gît Ic
fagots irbich are te consume i. lil is ludicrous, but why flot r-ninientl.y


