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FAMILY WoRSsHIP.
Some years ago the sinte of relizion was re-
ported at o low nn ¢bb in the Free Chutelt of
Hentland, as to excute 1 the hearts of many, emo-
tions of painful anaivty.  ‘T'he result of sneh
conference and inquirywas the conviction that Fu-
mily Warehip was extedsively neglected 5 anlat
was not dillicalt to perceive the connection bee
tween this fact and the declension of piety in the
Chutch, Iudeed itis ofien hard to disungaish,
in the moral as in the uatural world, hetween
cause and effect 3 to detenmine which is to be re.
garded, in such a case as this, the oceasion, and
which the consequence. Was the family altar
throwan down because the piety of the peaple was
fow? Or way religion languishing because the
families had ccased to call upon God?
- *The facts were manifest ; and they were such
as to cause shamne and confuring of face to those
who desired 10 see teligion tevived and the glory
of the church advanced.

" In the earaest hope of accompliclung sometinng
for the correction of 1lns ewil, u- & awakemny the
minds of Christians 1o the mnportance of praymg
more fur the revival of relugon, a circular letter
was sent forth on the subject of famuty worship
the' duty and desirableneas of 1s observance were
presented 1n earnest and foraible terms, and the
blesding of Gud followed the effurt,  “The heants
of the fathers were turned with quickened miterest
to the ‘subject, and great was the change that
soon easued in thousands of cottages m the lulls
and vales of old Scotia.

But this was not all. Many there, as here in
this land, professed to be unable to conduct fa.
wily warship 10 the edification of others, and
greatly desired some book to guide them.  Ano-
ther effort was made to supply this want, and no
less than one Aundred anid eighly clergymen
were induced to preparc and furnish four prayers
each, 1o be gathered into_a volume, and this vol-
ume was published, and within a single year
about tweaty thousand copics of it wese bought
by the people, that' they might have ita aid in
their families. (It is now reprinted in this coun-
try by the Carters) So large a number of pious
men-contributing to the work, would give to it a
variety that no one man ot two, or tencould pos-
oibly uce. In the volome almoast every
reader will therefore find pravers adapted 1o his
own wants and feeling. The various ehades
Christia experience and character, the sighings
and cryings of the dezponding -heart, the sirong
emotrions of pinas joy, desires for mnctification,
pevitions for the conversion of sinners and the ex-
teasion of the Redeemer's kingdom, are all ex-
hibited in swch terms of supplication as every
Teart ‘that is under the power of divine grace will
delight-10-employ.

- ‘The result of this work has becn signally happy.
1€ God has threatened to pour out his fury an the
families that call not on his name, so has he, in
this case, displayed his willingness to visit with
salvation the houses where his worship is main-
tained. Since the revival ‘of family worship,
there have been also wonderfol revivals of reli-
gion in the churches; Christians have been
quickened in the divine life; rinners have been
osmverted, and 1he days of glory and trivsmph have
reswrned 10 the Free Church of Scotland.

‘Now for the applicati Inth ds of fa-
milies in this country, we have great resson to
fear that the wo’:ﬁp of God is ‘:fgleclcd. Busi-
®ew presees in the morming. cariness oppres-
o0 ia the evening. The love of many hup be-
oome cold.. A hamy “blesing” atthe table is
the enly form-of prayer in many houses. God is
geiived.  Religion languishes. The curse has
come.: Let the alarm be sounded. Let us hesr
that the aeglected and broken altaris restored;
that mernisg and evening incense is offered unto
Hiee whe was our fathers” God, and will be ours
wate sl ticns that call vpon his name.—
Such a change would be glorious. “ Return

unto me and 1 will return you suth the Logd

Where are the duye of revival I \Why ate they
ot now among uy, and why are we not rejore-

ing i therr hight and beauty 1 Pethaps the neg-
Fleet of family worshup may have more to do with
Cthe present wideespread deanihh sl deciension
Pthan we were dispused 10 beheve. ==X, Y. Obs,
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CLUTHER'S PRAYER BEFORE
OF WORMS.

ft was not to man that Luther laoked for
strengtie.  He who whea aseaslted by the en.
Lemy, holds out the shield of fuith,” said he one
day. *is like Perseas holding the Gorgon®s head
} Whoever looked upon it died.  ‘I'hos ought we
I to present the Son of God to the snares of the
{devit”  On thar moming of the 15th of Apnl,
he had s momenta of disquiet ia which the
face of God was hidden tram him. e fanth
| fuled ; his fues were wultiplying before him —
| “Fhs preved upon his imagimaton.  His soul bes
t eame hike a sl tossed about in a storm, labor
ting amidet the billaws, going down into the
Fdeptha, and anon rising again towands heaven,
{n that hour of Watier griel, in which he drank
of Christ's cup—that hour wh ¢h was to him
t like the garden of Gethseinane, he cast himself
i on the ground und gave utterance to those cries,
Vintesrapted by sobz, which none ean understand
| but such as can represent to themsclves the
t deptha of that angaish from which they went
up unto God. “ Almghty, Everlasting God !
how terrible is thia world! [ow it would open
its jaws to devour me, anl how weak s my
trust in thee? Oh, but the flesh is weak and
Satan ir powerful! If my hopes are to repose
m what is powerful in the cyes of the world,
then it isalt over with ine! The die is cast the
sentence is pronounced . God! O
God! . . . O thou my God! be Thou
helpful 10 me against all the wisdoin of this
world! Do thon it, it is for thee alone to do
it for the ‘work is not mine but thine.
1 have nothing to bring mc here, 1 have no con-
troversy to amaintain, not 1, with these great
j ones of the earth! 1, too, would hke that my
1 days shoutd glide along happily and calmly.—
+ But the causc is thine . . . and jt is right-
cous and eteranl! O Lord be helpful unto me!
Thou art faithful, thou art unchangeable! It is
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of | not in any man that ] tsust? that were vain in-

deed! -All thatis in man gives way ; all that
comes from man faileth, O God, O God .

. dost thou nat hearme? My God art thou
dead? « . No, thou canst not die! thou
only hudest thyself. Thou hast choten me for
this work. Iknowit. . Well, then! be
up and domg, O God! Be thou
upon my side, for the name of thy .eloved son,
Jetus Chnst, who is my defence, wmy shield,
and my foriress”  Afier = few moments of
silent conflict, he continued thus: ¢ Lord,
where dost thou rest? O my God where art
thon? Come, come, I am ready! f
am ready 1o forsake life for thy truth.
Patient as a lamb. For it is arighteous cause,
itis thine own! . T will nc* go away
from thee, neither now, nor throughout eternity !
And though the world shoald be fult
of demons, although my body, which is the work
of thine hands, should be doomed to bite the
dust, to be stretched upon the rack, cut into
picces consunied 10 ashes.
My soul is thine! Yea, for this } have the as.
surance of thy word. My soul is thine, It will
abide near thee throughout eveslasting ages., .
Amen! . . . O God help thou me!
Amen."—Gillies’ Historical Recollec-

.
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THE MEN FOR THE TIMES.

1{ David was a type of Christ, then may not

Saul, after he was fortaken of the Lord and be.,

!’cnmc the adversary of David, be regarded asa
1 type or sepresentation of the* enemy of all right+
{ cousness 1 After David ascended the throne at
1 Hebron, though ke had not seceived the whole
{ kingdam, the * house of Saul waxed weaker and
y weaker! At length there came fiom every
i tnbe bands ready armed for the war, 10 turn the
Ikm:zdoul to David. ‘Lhese, at least by sccome
1 medstion, may be made to tepresent the minig-
1 ters of the Gospel ready srned for the war, not
with carnul but epiritenl weapona, 10 wurn the
kingdom to Jesus, the great King «: whom David
was the type,
Regarded jin this light, then, the heads of the
tralie of Issachar may be looked upon an models
1 of the Chinstian ministry.  ‘They  were men that
{ had understanding of the times, 10 know what
{ Isracl ought to do 5 the heads of them were two
hundred, nud all their brethren were at theircom-
mandment.” ‘T'hey were not merely {earned men,
| they were men of the times.  ‘They not enly un-
t derstood the law, but they kept up with the move.
t ments of the day—not, indeed, rushing on heads
tlung with the crowd ; but they understood them,
i and knew how to adapt their own conduct to the
lchnngmg tuce of thingy. Their wisdom was
practicni—they knew what Israel ought 1o do,
A minister of the Gospel not only needs to be
Jeurned in classic lore, in science and in theology
—he must have practical wisdom, a good judg-
ment, & knowledge of hutnan natare, and an ac-
quatntance with the times, 50 as to know * what
Israe) ought to du,” else how can he guide sac-
rantental hosts in their onsets upon the kingdom

of darknese.

But thisis not all. The men of Issachar had
infl They p d the entire confidence
of the tribe, so that every man of them was at
their commandment. A rare combination of
excellence, truly, they must have porsessed, so to
seeure the confidence of their tribe, that where
ever they led the way, the rest would follow.
Thisis what is wanted in these troublesome times,
Not men of giant intellects, destitute of come
mon sense. Not brilliant men, capricious,
impulsive, and imprudent—men of words not of
decds; but menin whom the various faculiies
are developed in due ptopartion, to qualify them,
hke Washingion, for leaders, whom none will
fear to follow, \We donot want Joabe, to rush
headlong to the fight for the eake of pre-eminence;
nor men who will rashly jeopard all for an jafe-
nior ohject, hike the three men who broke through
the camp of the Phuilisiines 10 get a drink of wa-
ter for their chief. Maany such impeivous men
there are ; but who will follow where they lead ?
Give is the men who have understanding of the
times, to know what ought to be done, and who'
have all their brethren at their commandment,
not hy constraint, but by confidence which they
can inspire by their own good sense and practieal
wisdom.

‘I'o be able to control the popular elements of
socicly at a time ot wrouble and commotion soch
as that in the early part of David’s reign, when
the kingdom of Isracl—the Church of God—was
rent in 1wain, required no mean abilities; yet
these men did it. Juet euch men as we- want
now, in these times of change and commotion,
when society seems ready to dissolve into its ori-
ginal elements, that the tribes of Tsrnel wnay
move in one solid phalanx against the kingdom
of darkness—N. V. Qbserver
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INDIA-MOHAMMEDANISM:

Ite Influence on Domestic and Social Life.

1. Polygamy.—This is generally destractive of
domestic happiness. Though it is probabie thet
in the great majority of families it hss no ezist-
ence, yeu it influences all. The husband may
always threaten it—the wife always fears- it.
And since a man may have legitimate children
by several women at the same time, and even
polygamy is legally svpplemented by female




