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in many congregations, it was a virtus] nullity, if
not & positive nuisance,

There was a perivd in the histery of our
Church, in the parent country, when the session
was the  glory in the midst™ of every congiegn-
tion—when its deliberntions were regarded with
fntense interest, and its decisions received with
profound respect. It constituted a * moral court,”
through 1he wdividual and combined influence of
which, a zealous pastor could etliet any good obe
jeet on whicli  he had sct his heart, and of the
scrutiny of which a slothful pastor etvod in salu~
tary dread.  Pastors and Elders mutually acted
and 1eacte! on cach other—each keeping the
other at his wosli—and between both, the people
were justructed—the wanderer reclimed—the
vicious controlled, and sin aud folly weie nsham-
ed and hid their heade”  ‘1'his bright cpoch was
succeeded by an age of dnkness and death,when
& cold, withering moderatistn had the ascendans
cy. ‘Then the blossoms vi prety were nipped—
the axe was.lzaid to the reot of tlis and every
othier useful institsbon—and the {ew who re-
sained fmthful to Christ’s erown and covenant,

were hid hke the seven thousand i lemel, i the |

days of Eljah—or ent and wept like the captive
Barpers by the rivera of Babylon—all around
¢here reigned the stagnation of the Dead Sea,
without the pervading leaven of pure rehgion and
andefiled, to neutralize the noxious vapours it ex-
Hialed,

For thirty or forty years there were no Ruling
Elders at o)l in many congregations—the Mimis-
ter being allowed by the Preshytery to whict he

belonged, to nssume permancatly as asseszors, .

<certain neighbouring mauusters, 1o co-operate with
himself, in the management of congregational al-
faire. The popular voice was effectually silenced
~—the veto of a reclniming congregation was
areated with derision. Happily this datk age has
been buried in the sepulchre of the past. The
day has begun to brenk—ihe shadows to flec
away. For a quarter of a century at least, symp-
toms have been presented of a time of refreshing.
Qur Church, aroused from her protracted slumn-
bers, hns shaken hersell from the dust, loosed
tierself from the bands of her neck, and responde
ed to the summons of her presiding king—
4 Awnke, awake ; put on thy strepgth, O Zion;
put on thy beautiful garments, O Jerusalem, the

hol§ city ; for henceforth there shall ne more

come into thee the uncircumcised and the un-
clean."—Is. lii. {.

One evidence of the Church being in a pro-
gressive rather than & retrograde coudition, has
been the increasiog interest the subject of the

Ruling Eldership has excited, and the growing !

desire that is evinced for its elevation in public
esteem. It is a8 yei, however, but the doy of
small things, and all boasting is eerainly exclud-
ed. We are far from supposiag that correct
views are universally prevalent respecting the
nature and responsibilities of the Eldership—or
that every one called to it can give a conscienti-
ous Amen to the sentiment of our text—* I mag-
nify mine office.” ,

Even in this age of remarkable progress and
epecial privilege, there are many who, in regard
to the office of Elder, fail to rise from the secular
10 the spiritual element—who fancy that it cone
sitts in a mechanical going through of certain
stereotyped forms, and that it hae 1o do exclu-
pively with the things seca and temporal:—ihicy
have not their senses exercised to discern ity spi-
vitual besrings, and theiniimate relation in which
it stands to the things unseen and eternal. A
conslderation of the Elder's duties, in so far as
these may be gathered from the pages of the Bi-
ble snd the practice of the Church, may serve to
confirm the good resolutions of any who rule
well—to stimulate the flagging energies of any
who bave grown weary in wsll doing—and in
general, to “ maguify the office” in the estimate
of us all. :

--»L ‘There ate certain primary duiies lying on
tke very vurface, which are not confined to the

l Elder in the range of their obligation,but which,
frum the offivial station which he fills, are pecu-

! linsly incumnbent upon hitn.
In the event of an Elder being the head of o

! family, he is especially ealled vpon to be faith-
" ful $n all his house.”  tle must fonm the resolu-
" tion of Joshua, * as for me, &c, and acton e
+ noble principle of Abraham, who cotnmanmled lue

as tn allow the duties of the family and of the
Church to lie m‘jkclm‘, or to convey the impree-
» on, that Instead of eeeking first the kingdow -of
Ged, and the righteousness thereof, all othee
things vccupy the upperniost seat, He should
avoid the very apprarance of every thing that
would tend to plare his name side by side with
Demetrivs, whore heart was abeotbed in the silver

! household and his secvants after nm, so that they | shtines, or of Demas, who loved this present

knew the Lord.”  With a due admixture of ten-
! derness and firmness, should the tens of parental
governmient be held, o that youthiful excesses tuny

wotld, Nothing can be more adverse 1o the tee
putation of a professor of religion, than to get the
name of being an austute man—a sharper—one

Lo checked, latity of morals be avotded, and even § bent, at all hazacds, on inaking tich—who weuld
| the extremities of the domestic cirele expenence j tcrex down to the loweat porsible step in the

f the connolling and constraining intluence of his
 pervading precence,

n every distuthance of vihich the neighborhood

; sezions reflections to be cast on the Elder himself,
and cataila grievous injury on the religion he pro-
fesacs ard the oftice lie fitlle, Yoor, old, heart-

" hroken Elr, stands forth or the convas of scuipture

biography, a welancholy epecimen of au over-in-

; dulgent parent.  Ie had not tact uor decision

i enough to keep hig childien in order.  Wihale he

; was engrosee? watl his official duties, they, break-
inge asunder he cords of parental restaint, which
were vielding ks the withe of Samaon, were fie-

| quenting the haunts of vice., and openly glorving

Uin their shome, Qguasionally he reproved, re-

i buked and exhiorted, but it was in such = hesitat-

. ing, irresolute tonce, as entirely to bluat its cdge,

and to draw mockery only from the lips of these
diseolute youthe, And what wasthe cansequence ?

By theirevii deeds they counteracted all the good
the exemplary deporiment and faithful services of

thelc father might liave accomplished. We are

not so foolish as to sesert, that even with the
most judicious parental oversight, children may
not sopuetimes go astiay.  Ishmael, in the family
of Abfaham, Esau in that of Isaac, the majority
in that of Jacob, Nadab and Abihp in the family
of Aaron, and Absalom in the family of David,
all sise up as a practical refutation of such a no-
tion. Sull, true it is, that a father’s influcnce, if
prudently exezcised, cannot fail to encompass lus
off:spring with a salutary chain, and that hke pa-
teat like children, will »s generally hold so0d as
like priest hke people. One of the very first du-
tice then devolving on an Elder, is to t1ain nplus
clildren in the way they thould go. If he be
unfaithful in that whicli is least, how can he be
expected to be faithful in that which is greater?

U ke rule not well in the more limited, what rea-

son have we to expeet he wiil do ¢o in the more

enlarged cirele?  llence, Paul Jays it down as a

fixed principle, that when a man is canselcssly

negleciful of discipline in his family, he is vinu-
ally disquelified for filling the office of an Eler.

Aun Eler, os he states it, must be “one that

releth well his own house, having his children in

subjection with all gravity : for if a man know
not how to rule his own houee, how shall he take

care of the Church of God"—1 Tim. iii, 2.

According to the system at present existing, by
which no peenniary compensation is given to the
ruling Elder for his services, he must needs, gen-
cially spenking, be engaged in some woridly oc-
cupation, and may say with the apostolic tent-
maker, * these hands have mi ted unto my
necessities, and 10 them that are withme ™ This
opens up a distinct clzes of duties peculiasly bind-
ing on the Elder in common with others, Jo the
businees of hfe, &5 in the bosom of the fanily, he
is bound to walk circomepectly.

Undoubtedly an exemplary diligence should be
dieplayed. Ryst must not be permitted.to gather
on the wheels, or weeds 10 grow upen. the path
of industry. ¢ ought to have all his wits about
him. so as not to be duped by the artifice of 1he
impostor, or earn the unenviable notoriety of be-
ing the worst of hie 1/ade.  8tll he cught wot to

is the scene, dismniseed from school, o= deprived
of a sitvation for improper hehaviour, it cauces ]

engege in business with such intense esgerress,

scale of prices—exact the uttermost fartiiing in &
bargnin, and insist on a rigid adherence 1o the

Let an Elder's cluldren be found ruaning wilil § sinutest item in an account.  Such keen struge
throughout the comumunity, ravhing as rigicaders | gling for gain, deals a death blow to godliness,

And 1f to injutivus in the case of & private meme
ber, how much mote in the case of an Elder of
the Church, who, in the virtue of his office, stands
as a pillar ia the temple of our God.  Ji becemes
every Elder to attend 10 his calling as Jesus did,
when men jeeringly vaid, ** Is not this_the car-
penter 1 and as Paul did, whea lie manufactured
tenta. It becomes him to exemiplify & similae
abstiactedness from earth—to carry the principles
he profeases in their native vigour and freshness
—~to the bench of labour, or the nart of com-
metce. A mass of worldly Juties may be ae-
cumvlated around: but grace fruin above shouid
leaven the whole lump,

Thete are many additiona} duties that devolve
on Elders in common with athers, There will
naturally suggest themselves to the thoughtfel
mind ; and some of thein may aficrwards be ade
verted to, when we come to epeak of the Elder’s
qualifications. : : g

{T9 be continued.)
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\What regnrds the management of the cutward
offairs of n church or congregation, is too apt te
be underrated in its importance, and very o
through want of consideration by those who bave
sincerely at heart the interests of religion—deeply
concerned about the purity and the spiritual fme
tetests of the church, they are apt to keep thefe
view 20 closely fixed upon this end, and the
spiritual agency casentinl for its attsinment, s
to forget the nccessity, hy the appointment of
God, of the employment of outward means ; and
that while the Holy Spirit is the ouly source of
spirtual life ia a church, 1hat his ageney, being
slike promiscd and communicated throsgh or-
dained channels, the grace cannot be expected
unless these channels he sought and used.. Just
as the Holy Spirit is the only effective sgent in
man's conversicn and moral regeneration, while
yet God has inseparably connected the scosme
plishment of thesc ends with the use of means
—such 38 the reading of snd meditating wp~
on the word-—the believers reception an
plication of the trth~-attendance upon m
preaching of the wotd and the ordinances of God’s
House—watching and prayer. ‘They that receive
the offered grace must be in the use of the en.
joined means. The Spirit savingly enlightens
and preoarcs the heart to receive the trath, but
ia order to this the word must be read and s(udie
ed, and the preachingrof the wotd given heed to,
Every good und every pepfcct ift cometh dows
from above ; but to receive we must ask in prays
er—to find we must seek—to have the“dees
opened we must knock. Whj ie it that men do
vot receive T even becaure they ask wat, or ask
smise. Now the same thing holds tree o yegin
to the church. God works out, even 1he. high

spiritusl objects by owiward ﬂm*gﬂ'hiﬁ
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