Asiatic origin, had nsen and decayed ; and no doubt, a3 in all other
cases, by the futal influence of a cocrapting and destenctive idolatry.—
Certainly, there was once a great nation, exteading, in that region, from
the Pacific to the Atlantic, but it has dwindled down to the witutored
ted men who roam the foreste and prairies, and who now know nothing
mare than to construct the rude and frail wigwam  And the Astee
race, fif different 1) once so famoue, with an idolatry that w: costly in
sta service but harharons in its saceifices, with an amounat of skill in are
chitecture that was great, bnt, in point of civilisation, could lay no just
clmny, feli befote Cortea, and was utterly gporled by Spanwh cupidity,
and destroyed by Spanish ceelty ; aad the heathen glory forever passed
away, and left to conquerors and to ruin the royal pataces of the prond
Montezomas.  OF all ancient aystems, Ilindooism alone romains ;
and in its proud, solitary, wulatrous grandeur, aives s hyving testunony
to the nature of ancient keatheniem, and poats out 1o us the very high-
et state 2l which mankind can arave without diwine revelation ; and
teaches us the lesson that humian reason 14, of wteeld, 1nsufherent, and that
it requites to be enlightencd by eclestial raye, and consticnce and con-
duet corcected and directed by the teaching of God, before there can
be truth in rel I m philozophy, anid virtue, happ Prose
pesity, and statulity in the social sate,
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Tint the Four Prethren were unwilling to teturn to the Judicatorics of
the Establishment will never be supposed by persons acquainted with their
character and the circumstances fn which they were placed.  One fact
alone is sufficient to prove this, It i3, that not only did they gmve their
reagons why they would notaccede on the terms proposed by the Assem-
bly of 1331 ; but they added cenain praposals, the ndoption of which by
the Supreme Coutt, would remove their difliculties, and gwve them freedom
foreturn.  Of these the following is the subatance ;—

1. “That a seasonable warning be emitted against the infidelity and
Bross errors prevailing among us at the present doy,

2, That the censures inflicted on the Four Brethren be rescinded, and
all that has followed thereupan be declared nall and voul 1 itself, and
that all numsters of this Church be engoed 10 gwve fahful warng and

i against the | ling I of the umes.

3. That it be declared that mimsterashali be alfowed to dispensescaling
ordinances to all such as have had numisters inteaded upon them conteary
ta the Word of God, and the rutes of this Church founded therenpon, and
wlio have not freedon to submit to the minsstey of sueh, or to recaive the
ordinances of Chirist from their hands, provided they be sufficiently attest-
cd, as to their christian life and conversation,

4. ‘That it be declared and cnacted, that in all tme coming, no mimister
ahall be setiled in any vacant congregation, without the call and consent
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were no teal conceseinna made,and there scemed to be nosincerity inthe
alledged conciliatory Acte which were passed. ‘There wasno evidence of
effective detenmnination to chirek the current of corruption, and to aldress
themselvea to the work of sul ial ref i This A bly of
1734, waa far indeed from being that free, Githful, and seforming General
Awembly, to which the Four Brethzen had appeated.

Had there been nothing to heep the ejected brethten in a state of sepas
raton from the [ nt but the 8 of the C ission, it
would have been their duty 10 return whenever these were reversed by the
Syaced of Peids and Sticling, which, invested with the  Acembly's pawer,
restored them to the exercise of their office, and to their rezpective minies
terial charges.  Dut the sentence loosing thens was na ground of their
K] ‘They were 20 S for certain great cads,
and they were surely eatitied to ascertain that their ends were gained bee
fore they doscontinued It, otherwise they would have condemned their
own contendings against the defections of the Chureh.

On the whole, 1t was most provideatial, that, secing the snare, for such
it may be calied, which this Assembly laid fur them, they did not fall into
it, but, disf dly, rejected the insid propozals.  If they had e~
turned to the Judicatotice, all the blessed consequeaces of their hionorable
struggles swould have beenlost.  They would have put themsclves again
in the power of the prevailing party, under whose rapidly increasing influ-
ence all the good elfects of their endeavours to be faithful would have been
soon defiated , and, in all probability, Scottand, though under a Protess
tant, and even a Presbyterian name, would, in the present day, have
borne much resemblance to those unhappy countrics, on the cominent of
Furope, where religious tyranny bears sway, and where almost all the
granl casentials of onr religion have disappeared,  Many among the most
candad of those who were oppused to the Secession, have not failed to ac-
ko sledge, that its influcnce has beea variously and widely beneficial
among themselves, [t is undeniable, that, in the hands of Providence, it
has beena grand i for p ing the i pt administratic
and for 1y di i the knowledge of pure christianity.

Even alihough this Assembly had done soniething substantial in reform-
ation, it would have been a question of prudence, how fag it would be
proper to ascertain, by alitile experience, whether, from the fluctuatisn of
measures incident to & Caurt continually changing its members, any serips
tural enactments woeld be practically pursucd.

T the meantime the Four Brethren resolved to limit their ministrations
10 their own spheres, and to associate chiefly for religious exercises. Their
resolution seilt appear the more disnterested and honorable, when we
menuon, that they had many solicuations to extend their operations, and
that from the state of rehgion in the country, no opportunity could hiave
been better, had they been disposed to use it, for the speedy formation of a
large and flourishing Church of their own,  Indeed, in a far shorter time
than they could have provided preachers and ministers, they might have
spread their iniluence, as they have since done, over the whole land, and
gamed a sure footing in all its most populous and important districts.

Disappointed by the result of the Assembly of 1734, but still willing 10

of the majority of that Congregation, who are adi d o full

with the Chureh, 1 all her seating ordinanzes ; and that there be no prefe
erences of voices i this matter, upon the ascount of any worldly consid-
eration,

5. Thatin the hicensing and ordaming men to the holy ministry, all
Presbyteries be stuetly enjoined, not only to caquire into their hierawre,
but atso their acquaintance with the power of godiiness, and the work of
the Spirit upon thesr own sonls; and that they admit none to tials but
such as arc known v be of seund principles, of goud seport, and of sober,
grave, prudent, and pious behaviour.

Aund G, "That shere be an achnowledgement of the gieat guilt of 1his
land in having gone on 10 such a course of bachsliding, conteary to the
Word of God, and the obhigations these fands are under to promote refor-
mation.”

« If these things are done,” say they, “ we nught have the comfortable
prospect of a pleasant and desiable unity and harmony with our brethren,
in concurzing with them, according 10 our weak measure, 13 all other
necessary steps towards a further reformation.”

What the Assembly had as yet done was utterly msufficicnt and nuga-
tory,and seemsto have been oaly the result of fear and poliey. Thege

ge hape, the Associate Presbytery waited patiently tilf the Assem-
bly of 1735, But this Assembly justified all their caution, discovered the
msutliciency of the Deeds of the former, and proved that the prevailing
evils were overloohed or enconraged as before, and that there was so
real tendency to reformation.  Instead of cven pretending to remove the
obstacles to their return, this Assembly put new obstacles in their way,
and almost destroyed the expeetation which had been before excited.
Before they would proceed to act judicially, the Associated Brethren
cven warted it after the meeting of 173G, "T'he proceedings of this Ag-
genbly, however, were still worse than those of the former. It would
now have been unreasonable to expeet the Brethren to wait longer —
‘I'lwus, as we read in the Testimony of the United Secession Churcho—
There 13 abundant evidence that they were afraid of taking any preeipi-
tate step ; that they abandoned, most reluctantly the hope of exercising
these nuatstry sn that Church in which they had been educated and or-
damed—warting patiently, for years, before they proceeded to act fully
it a judicauve capacity ; and that they conducted themselves throughout,
with a digmfied consistency and with a scrupulousregard to Presbyterian
order,
These two Assemblics confirmed all the grounds of the Sceession.—




