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« AS MANY AS WERE ORDAINED TO ETERNAL LITE
BELIEVED.”

ExrositioN oF AcTs X1IlL 48,

“ And when the Gentiles heard this, they were glad, and glorified the
nsmo of the Lord, and as many as wero ordained to cternal life believ-
ed.”

Individuals and nations are sometimes seen entering the field
of battle, and there fighting in deadly conflict. But truths
never go to war with one another, they live in peace and
harmony, the only battles which they fight are against falschood,
ignorance, and error. W firmly believe that all truths are not
only true, but in perfect harmony with each other. The truths
of seience for example, never contradict the truths of the Bible,
and the truths of the Bible never contradict the truths of science.
The starry firmament,—the seriptures of the carth’s erust,—and
all the furees of naturein the physical universe are from God
as really as the written word. The volume of creation and
the written revelation are both from God, and we are sure they
pever did, and never can contradiet each other. Qur interpreta-
tion of the one may coniradict our interpretation of the other;
or our interpretations of both wmay be false, but there is perfect
harmony, consisteney and truth in the revelations themselves.

In like manner one portion of the word of God never contra-
dicts another; though the interpretations of that word by fallible
erring men often do.

The reader is aware that the passage at the head of this article
has becn often quoted to prove the absolute unconditional and
irresistible deerce of clection ;—that an esact number were fixed
upon in a past cternity, irrespective of faith, or character, and all
tlie rest were unconditivnally left beyond the possibility of salva-
tion. But we believe such a doctrine as this to be utterly oppos-
ed both to reason and to revelation, and that the passage under
consideration, when rightly understood, and interpreteted, not
only gives no countenance tothe dogma of unconditionalism, but
teaches the very reverse of that doctrine.

We shall endeavour to shew that the word ordained in the pas-
sage before us has no reference whatever to fore-ordination or un-
conditional predestination in a by-gone eternity, but has refer-
ence, to the ordering, arranging or, disposing, of objects either,
present or in prospect. The proper rendering of the verse, as wo



