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AS 1NANY AS WERE OIIDAINED TO ETEtNAI LIFE
J3ELIEVED."e

EXPOSITION 0r ACTS xiii. 48.
"And whcen the Gentiles hicard this, they wcrc glad, and glorifxed the

namo of the Lord, and as many as wcre ordained to eternal life believ-
ed.")

Individuals and nations arc sometimes seen entering flue field
of battle, and there fighting in deadly conflict. But truthis
never -o to war with one another, thcy live in peace and
haraîony, the only batties which they figlit arc agninst f.ilschoodl,
ignrne and error. Wc firmüly bclieve that; ail truthis arc not
only truc, but in perfect liarunony with ecdi other. The truths
of science for exaurple, nover contradiet thc truthis of thc Bible,
and the trutis of the Bible neyer contradiet tic trutbs of science.
The starry firmnamet,-thce scriptures of the carth's crust,-and
ail thc furce.s cf nature ia the physical universe arc froni God
as really as the written word. Thc volume of ecation and
thc wvritten ruvulation are both from God, and we arc sure tliey
neyer did, and nover eau contradiet each other. Our interpreta-
tion cf the one nîny con tradiet our interpretation of thc otber;
or Our initerpretations cf both. iliay bc false,' but there: is perfect
harmiony, consisteucy and truth in thc revelations thcmuselves.

In likec minner one portion of flic word of Godl nover contra-
diets another; thougi,, thc interpretations cf that word by fallible
erring men often do.

The readcr is aware, tint thc passage at thec head cf this article
lias been. ofteni quotcd to prove the 'absolute, unconditional and
irresistible decee cf clection ;-that an exact nuinier werc fixcd
upon in a pnst, cternity, irrespective cf faiti, or cinracter, and al
the rest wvere unconiditionally left beyond the possibility of salva-
tien. But we believe such. a doctrine as this to be utterly oppos-
cd boti to rensoia and to revelation, and that flhc passage under
consideration, when righitly understood, and interpreteted, not
only gives no countenance to the dogMa of uuconditionalismn, but
teaches tlic very reverse of tiat doctrine.

We sliail endeavour to shcw that thc word ordaincdl in the pas-
sage beforo us Lans no0 reference, whiatever to, fore-ordination or un-
conditional predestination in a 'by-g,,oii etcrnity, but bas refer-
ence, to tic cr-deri?1g, ar)anqing or, disJ2osiny, cf objeets cither,
prescrit or iu prospet. 'Tic proper rcudering of tic verse, as WC


