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chiefly owing t4-o the faet that many brethren, abandoninig the former
namo and objeet, had chosen rather to be known as the Rlegflar Bap-
tists of Canada, and to act togethier on a narrower basis. In 1855,
however, the Union was rc-constituted by some of those whio still ap-
proved of the principies on which it was first founded, and whio feit the
need of somie arrangement of thc kind to enable ail, who miglit be con-
tent to own eaehi other as ]3aptists, to co-operate, on evangelical princi-
pies, in pronioting important objeets. These principies and objeets are
fuily set forth in t'le Constitution of tue Union, whichi follows this
notice, and which is clear cnough to require no comment. The Union
is designed to bring together, as mucli ns possible, in fraternai. confi,
deuce and endeavors after usefulness, ail Baptists of evangelicai senti-
ments, who may value essential unity apart from a rigorous uniformity,
or without the neeessity of sacrificing thieir liberty and eonscientious
views. It is accordingiy preciuded from urging the particular senti-
ments which distinguishi different sections of the Baptist faiiiy ; and
hence thougli most of' the present members hold the sentiment of open
communion, the Union cannot., as sucli, agitate that question, inasmucli
as it expressiy maintains the right cf ecd church Ilto extend or limit
the ternis cf the communion of saints at the Lord's table according te
its own views"' cf divine truth. Its object is not te contend about open
or close communion, but rather to advocate that Christian independence
and libe: -y which shahl admit cf diversity cf views and practice without
the ioss cf mutual confidence. With siilfar principics and aims the
Baptist Union cf England was formied mnny years ago : and its happy
influence in gradually bringing into dloser felloivship different sections
cf the denomination was strikingly manifcsted at the iast yearly meet-
ing. Whly then shahl net we in Canada copy se excellent an example
and hope for like happy resuits ? Pifferent sections cf other denomin-
ations are seeking earnestiy after more union ; and shahl evangelicai
Bziptists cherishi nc yearning and take no steps to secure the saine bless-
cd objeet? At the late meeting cf the Canada Baptist Union, when
interesting reports and historical sk-etches werc prected, it was found
ilecdful to issue a smali quarteriy paper, in order to set forth its princi-
pies and aiins, and to make its mnibers and friends acquainted with its
proceedings, its labours and its wants. This little periodical will aise

Icontain, from time te time, historical sketches and statisties relative te
ail Baptists in Canada, together witli notices cf the state and progrcss
of our brcthren threughiout the worid. At the same time it ivili keep
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