
* THE CHRISTIAN BANNER. 1?

tipostie Peter's preaching, thougli wanting in popularity, pleases the
,Disciples Nvel1, and not one fault is -discovered in it. .And if our co-
toînporarics roproacli us for yielding thus implicitly to the apostolic
word. ve find oursolves in the best of compaîy : for Peter anid tho
othier aposties share with us ail the rebuifs of ûýposcrs.

'Iudeecl no twelve men ever suiféed more for thecir faith th.-n the
twclvc apostlos of our Lord. If the Disciples in Britisli Ainerica
and in the Unîited States are regarded as unpopular iii this our own
day, and suifer whant persecution the tiincs allow of, it inust flot bc for-
gotten that the Disciples on first preaching a crucified Christ in
Judea were far froim -finding favor with the populace, and wvcre evilly
cntrcatod by thoîr cote iiporaries. This howevcr is not our present.
subjeet.

Befere ofi'ering *many remarks upon tho apostolic exhibition of
the nature,.objct, and scope of the iieW covenant, let us refer to sev-
oral oter cf the addrosses spoken by thé apostles aund inspired ovan-
gelists. Openx te Aets, ebapters iii and iv. Thle facts containcti in
these ehapters, are very captivftting. Here are several cf thein :

lst. Twe cf the apostios, Jolin and Peter, go up te the temple at
-the usual heur cf prayer-3 e'cleok in the afternoon.

2n1d. Orn eîîtering ene cf the gates ièîading inte the temple, they
iiet ene cf'those unfertunates vhîe had always becu deformod, nover
hiaving waikcd. -Whetlhcr soine of -the more beneoelent placed him
thero te reccive suppert frein the cemipassienate, or senie of the
soheming had contrivcd te place lîiîî thero to iinako inoncy by this
ncans, ive know flot;- but the poor cripple asked alms cf ail who made
their way throughi the gate.

Md. On seeing Peter and John. the deferrned man lookcd up wishfully
ait thieni-expccting, somoething frei theni. But they were as poor as
thocir Master, and Peter says te hini, "'I have neithier silver nor god; )1
but such as I have I give thiec"-and putting out bis baud'te hinm tho
apostle raised birii up, saying, Il I the namie 'of Jesus of Nazarethi
risc and walk." Quick as electricity the power cf the Lord imnparted
strougth aud porfectness te his fcet,antd he loaped up aud entered with
the aposties juite the tem1ple, shouting jeyful praisct.

5th. Pricsts and people. strangcrs and residents crowd te the spot,
filled ivith wouder. They'gaze 1on the tire aposties as though . heyh
had corne imimediately frei the ski es. Ail kn(-w that a miiracle bad
been perferined ; ail rcalized that the noir pcrfectiy eound iuian irag
forierly the oripple at tho gate. It ivas ne twilighit juggle-no mid-
night trick: fer it iras donc in the iiddlo cf the aftornoen in a publie


