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THE GOSPEL TRIBUNE.

the force off high motives; we should, be thrown di-
rectly upon all that i vast, canobling. dud pure, in the
objrets of our faith i we shonld visw the whele path
of duty as from heaven.  Brenth, now wisted is con-
troversy, wonkl be turned into the tuccense of prayern
Chiristian infercourse wonld then be, what it always
shonld hnve been, » religious ordinance—in excreise
of mutual benevolence—a channel of grace. And
the only apirit iuvoked in the Church would Le the
Spirit of grace.

XVIIL Ina variety of ways, the union of Christians
would greally increase theiv eapacity for uselulness,
“ Union is strenrgth,”  When it was once demandud of
Agesifaus why Lacedrnon hud no walls, he yephed,
# The concord of the citizens is s strength.”  Andas
a city or & kingdoum Yecomes powerful i proportion as
its parts act in concert, su vonld it be witl the Christ-
jun Chinreh. Talent, which is consssming itsedf in the
flamues of angry controsursy, wotdd thess be sagrificud,
and set at liberty, for hobicr a othice,  Zeal would come
from onepart of the Church, to Ly dirceted by Wisdom
from auother part. Preaching, whese it is now, in
cunsequience of the withering itnfluence of dissension,
preductive of comparatively little goud, then, by be-
ing devoted infensefy to the exhibition of Chyist eruei-
fied, be attended with Pentecostud sueeess,  Unurchies
which basve now to complaia of weakuess and worldh-
ness, would then, Ly copying the visible unanimity
and coveen{rated zesl of the primitive saints, be
crowned with primitive trivunph, and He more than a
mateh for hostilemyraids.  Respurees, which, divided,
are not cqual to the religious cultivation ol o country,
wauld, when united, be equal to an attempt on a con-
tinent.  Aud. having made the¥attempt, instead of
fearing in every Clivistian stranger that approached vur
sphiere of Iabour, nnagent from @ risul church deput-
ed to supplant us, we should Lail hit, frum whatever
gee'jon of the Clinveh he mlght haye com, as a brother
beloved, apd as a reiaforcement of our spivitual
strength.

XVIJI. Christians would be inspired with a saered
fortitmle ard courage. The desertion or mutiny of
part of an armny, disheartens all the vest.  And Chris-
tianss, ¢ unlessunited, signify but asso many single per-
sous ; each one caving and cuntviving only how to shift
for himeelf. Love makes them s gniticant to one an-
other. Every one unduerstands bhimself to be the com-
mon care of all the rest.” The couviction that they
cannot fail without grieving these whom they love
and who love them, would keep them from the thought
of declining ; and the assurange, that in every cnter-
prise of beaevolence they carried with thew the sym-
pathies and prayersof the Charch, wounld put thesnon
deeds of beroism in tl.e cause of Gud, which wouldcall
forth the applauses of all heaven.

XIX. DBut especially would union increase their ca-
pacity for usefulnesy, by increasing their capacity for
the reception and operation of that Iloly Spirit who
alone ean crown their nctivity with succese.  fn order
that the skain in the valley of vision might beecome an
vilicient body, it was necessary, not only that life
should enter iutocach separately, they must fall in-
to order with a view to the unior aud organisation of
the whole—and, then, as ““an exceeding great army,”
a skilful commander alone was wanting to lead them
forth to conquest. The Leader of the hosts of God is
already waitine,  Let them not only be compact in
their several ucctions, but let those scctions be united
with each other, and as one body, be will lead them
forth * terrible as an army with bagzers.’” Nothing
shall be too great for them toaticmpt ; and every con-
flict shall be a victory.

XX. How loudly issuci & union called for by the
fot that, although at present they refuse to co-operate,
Gl ig graciously commending them to each other,

by caploying them all, as for astheir divisions permit,
and, according to {he amount of their picty and zeal,
impartially blessing them adl. Where is the denomna-
tios whicl cuygro-ses all religious excellence to itselt?
or which prefeids to w monapoly of the Divine lavow?
Where is the Chyistian Chivrelr which has not been the
means of raving some souls from denth? Shall we
aseribe this, as the Jews maliciously aseribed tho
miracles of Christ, to Satauic agency?  If not, thereis
1o zlernative Jefl us but to aseribe it to God.  And
<hiall we cast from onr presence those whiom God is dis-
tinguished with his favour?  In houoring their tusteu-
mentality, he is answering theiv prayers, and sending
them from his throne with his blesstng ; wnd =hall we
meet them on the way, aud ¢ curse whem the Lord
hath blessed ™ Shall we meet them as they descend
from the mount, aud look angrily on those on whom
God has beensmiling?  Sball we admit Jbat every in-
stanee of their uscluluess is an aliestation, wudey the
sreat seal of Heaven, that they ave his servants—an
“oepistle of eonunendation” to vur heapts 5 and shall
we yet close our hearts against than, aad thas affront
the Being whose signatuve they bring?  Let us be as-
sured that the Lord whow they serve s saying to them,
as he did tohis first disciplus, * He that despisesh you,
despiseth me.”  As we wounld not despise the Lord
that bonght us, then, let us recugnise the usefuluess of
Al svhowst he employs ; and, by co-operating with them,
tet us seeh tv augment that usefuluess, and to pAtici-
pate in its joyy,

XX1. Such « unigncould not fail to strike the world
withawe. Whether it wasannounced by any publican-
ifesto from the united churches or not, so remarkable
au event would necessarily attract general atteation.
That Christicus should have consented to hold their
differences o abeyance, that they should bave agreed
tu sacrilice their particular predilections.  The saerifice
of every predilection, tending so exclusivencss and
bigotry, imvulves uo sleughter of principles, in any
case 3 but shaply the inteHigent exoreise of the serip-
tural duty of Christian forbearanee,}—and that they
should bave doue this solely to facilitate the progress
of the Gospel—this would evinee so unquestionable a
zeal for the ennversion of the world, that covillers
would be confounded, the prejudiced concilinted, and
the general Jienvt be impressed. Only let the pro-
clamation go forih, * Christians are one”—the “gates
of hell” would trewble at the sound ; and more hon-
our would acerue to the Gospel than it has received
frow the Church sinee the daysof the martyrs.

XXI1L But not merely would it arrest the public
eye, it wonld assail and effect the public heart. The
world wonld not fong be left at leisure to speculate
and wonder. Men would find that the Chureh had
uuited for an object—that that object was themselves
—ihat they were assailed ou all sides by the comwbined
and omnipotent forces of love, The Spirit himself
would be the leader of the Christian host ; bis sword,
the weapon they cmployed; his irspiration ganimating
them to the fight and his power crowning them with
success,  Scenes of apoatolic triumph would be witnes-
«¢d again.  Jesus would see of the travail of his soul
and be satisfied ; for men, convinced that such a union
of disinterested love in aselfish world could be resolv-
cd into o heavenly cause, and breathed upon by the
great repewing Spirit, would at length believe that
God had sent him, and would gratefully capitulate to
his offored grace,

XXUI Fromall this would necessarily result a vast
enhancement of our happiness.  Mappy, indeed, wa
may now be comparatively in the favour of God ; bud
Low much kappicrsbhould we then bein the superadded
favour of all his people; for in their sympathy we
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