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figured on a piece of smooth kid skin. This
chtirt represented scvcrai groups af stars and
the irregular band cailed the milky way was
drawn with silver paint, while the large stars
were indicated with goid ick ; others %% ru
briglit red, yellow. blue, green, orange, or
purpie. The old mian continued ta examine
this miysterious parclîment, never even notic-
ing the waiting Arabs. If he did this ta irn.
press them with an idea of his learning, lie
could bave hardly chosen a better nitans, for
they were simply anmazed nt its various cabal-
istic devices, and thought that a man who
could rea 1 a record like that was gifxed with
soxnething resembiing 'secondl siglit," at ail]
events was above common mortals. It will
not du ta say that this %vas the design of
Mlesacli, but we can assert that lie had no ob-
jection ta such an impression prevailing. But
the aid nian was himself deceived. Hie pro-
fourdiy relied on everything that hie read in
chart, and if ariything failed ta corne as pre.
dicted, lie ]aid the failure ta bis own ignorance
in rcading the stars. Just at this titne, too,
were mighty events taking place i the heavens
-a cornet with na icss than three tails ap-
peared iast niglit. lie thaught the time bac]
alrnost corne for the deiivery of bis loved
Judea Irom the hatcd vialater, but whal. hc
d id flot rend was that il was to go under a ne'w
oppressor-the àfùsiemn superstition. Hec
thouýght lie rend in the stars that lie hiraseli
was ta take an active part in the enter.prise-
only that nioining had he visitcd the camp oi
the Persian Gencral and showed ta hlm -
chess prùbiern, but did not rtcxeal ta hîm thi
Ieast word afilbs secret mining. He wam
now an Ms way ta the head quarters af Islam
where he would perlai-m a similar service fao
thcir brave leader, and witb Lihe saine siienc
as ta the probiem's mysteziaus significance
Mesach neyer breathed a wordi ta eitbe
party ta the detrinient of the other, conse
quentiy lie p.ssed freely ta and fi-rn ther
botb,cexcept in limes of actual conflict.
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At last Mesach raised bis hond "rom th
mysteriaus purchmnent. «Il wilI attend t
your wants shortly"said he. 'Il know tha
yau 'were appointedl ta meet nme at thi

paint, sa I brouglit aiong the Daniascus biad
foriyou, Musa, and ]et me ask you za unstra
that bundit frott the back ofniy camel and
shalh toon bie in yo--r nertaus grasp."

MNusa hastened i-, obey this requcst an
shortiy had in his hands the rare selînita
Hie neyer lad seen its equai, the bill was witl
ouL preciaus gem of any kind, but was fashiai
cd for a firm grasp ; the color in ils biade wý
intense blueand altogether it looked as if niac
for service.

Said M.ýesach, «'It camne directly fro~
Damascus, but ycars ago, for il is very aid-
il bas been in mnany a brave hand-stiii i
rcrnpcr is so perfect that tlucre is flot a nic
ta umar ils perfect, edge. It is sa keen that
willsevtrzafloating spider's.web. 1I Zshoi
were here for you ta try, but hold ! exclaime
the wiiy Jew, 4"I c;u procure a strand of s11
fi-r a scar in timat aLlier bundie, Musa, li
boy; but silk is, as you know, much tough
than spider's-wcb, anmd I wiii flot promite~ th
the fl-st blaw will ster it, but you can rual
the test."

A single straxid was soon untwisied ai
thrown upon the light breeze. The scimit
flashed as it ci-cied about Musa's head ai
passed thrcmugh the floaîing siik without di
turbing i. Yt it wvas ev.idcnt that it w
divided, for now two pieces were <boati
w1here there bail been but ane. IlOh," cri
Mesacl, Ilthe blade is sbarper even than
tLid them, but iL will cut thrugh a bi-
huckier or an i-uf brcastpl.tte or helmct lii

sa much camel's or goat's cheese, if il is aniy
wîdlded hy a strong wrist."

The Arabs muriîîured tîeir approval and
Musa showed evident excitemnt.

Il t price, cansidering its intrinsic worth,
is, I think, iow, for iL came into xny bauds
front a mian who needed gld. I place its
value at six webs of Bussorq silk."

Now Mlusa*s share of the pbunder at the
recent sack af that city land been but four

pics lle never considercd the strangely
exrbtnt demand, but ofl'ered it engerly ;

and Mesach, true .; his natiouality, wluile
pratesting bie was ruining hirnself, finally
accepted it, thus clearing one hundred per
cent., but ]et us look clîaritabiy au this trans-
action. lie tool, froin Musa, it is truc, four
baies ai sick whidhi were of no earthly value to
him except for barter. lie exdbanged for
this a really serviceable iveapon. It mnay
sen strange iliat Mesacli shouid have l>eem
ailowved ta carry on such a ti-ade in Ilweapous
af war," but the leaders af the two ari-ues
knewv thiat it wvas really impossible mi- hMn to
transport quantities af ainms, and they found
it often conveinient ta exchange shicld, horst
armor or larîces,-se this tiafic was overioc'k
cd, and as Mesaci bah aiways treaied l.oth
ari-nes exactly alike, lie was a privilcgcdl
character.

Musa proudly thrust the crookel1 scimitar
finto bis sash and thouglit of how nuuch more

value :t was than even a hunclred bails of silk.
f Berorc. turning away said Mcsach ta hlm,

IlBring tut silk at sundown ta mecnt Kuhola,"
eand askir.g Allahi ta protect theni as he was in
Sthe habit af doing, turneci his carnc unerringly

in the route of their main. force, or rallier, ta
r wards wbere their Sheik, Ilascbcm was guarci-
c cd by a rughnîent ai heaxy dragoans.

Thc Ai-abs diqappeared behind a low eleva-
r ion on the oasis. it na not ruany hours

.thtreafter wvhen 1Mesachi miglit rave been seen
n dismoutitig f-rn lis kueeling canicl near dt

lent ai Sheik. Hascheru. lie ttýok fri-an its
bzèc, a simple tent of goat's bail and erectecl

e iL on sbarpeued rods that were bouc'd up witli
o iL; then, cvidentiy bethinking hisio k i
Lt whîite head in a dissenting way, look the tori
is down again and rnerely look a faded blue bag
e fruni bis pack, and in bis band a twisted staf
p of pomegranate, fabhed ta possess miagie vii-
il tues. Thus arnied hrecntcred Sheik lIaschem*ý

tcnt uncliallenged by the guards.
d '&The bles!ingr ai Allah test on you ail,'
r. sai-d the oid man in Arabie, and seatcd hlmi
;. self bctweca twa bowls of inuttan fit, cacl
i. supplied with five or six wicks oi twistet

is ati- that werc flaring, sputtering an(
ie smoking witbcut giving mucli light. Il wa

a1rcady quite dark, ini the tent. Tho Arai
ni irnediatelv stoppcd Lîtir carnest discusi
- anid rcturncd Mesach's courteous salutation
ts an-d ont and ail bctokl thumsclve-s ta siientl,
,k watchiug the oId rnan'sactions. lie fl-st drct
iL fi-rn the bag a folding chess board; lic tiîci
mc took out a smaller bag (zin 'which he cmptii

~da sct afi vhitc and red chesmeu. Tht Pawn
%k erc mountcd on horses, as werc aisa ta

my Bishops and Kuights - thcy had the saru
Cr niovcaicuts as the diff'crent pieces do naw, tb
ai only difféence bcing that the Pawns %vcr
~c archers and spear.:îcn, tht Bishops %ver

bearcrs, whilc the Knights bore scimitari'.
il IlI bcg, most woxthy sbcik," iaid Mesac

ar to Hlesclicr, Ilta invite your notice ta thi
md quitc curious. althoughl easy probleni. I knoi
15. yau of aidl as n clever chess expert. 1 al
as aimost ashamed of ils sad lack, of difficuitq
ig ricither is it nt ail1 pcriect or hike perfcctior
ed for il bears ane or two inevilablc IatiUR, bi
I thcy aU tcach imp>ortant iruths. Let me as
ssif.yau will place il upon your board, as 1 amn du

ec elsewhere. 1 gave the saine prableni ta tl

Persian leader this morning, but hie failed to
find the secret, though hie soived one of the
problcmns quickly, for it is culînpieed of two.
Either Whlite or Red being given the firit
move mates the ather ini two îr.oves."

By this tinie lia-;cbem had put in like mian-
ner on his board tie probleni. Mcsach hastily
gaiercd the ches-nien into the bag, tcok, Up
his chessboard and his poîncgranatc staff,

wvishcd the Arabs AlIah's blessing. and quickly
dcparted. The Aral) generals %%-ec ail (lis-
ciffles of Caissi, but only a fcv wcre expert
prublernatists. Sa, after a long lime il secmned,
big it %vas only a few moments, the others
-ilently withidrcw, lcaving Sheik llaschcmn
pr'ofoundly nbsoibcd in the pîoûblcm. lîcre
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Problem

By Mcsach the lsraelite.
]IL %CK (i - Refiments.)

WHIITE (10 Reginuents.)

I3lack or Wbite ta play and mate in two
nioves.

CHIAPTER M.

TIIE CONFZ.IcT.

l-Iasclien was alone. But Lwo sentr ies t-
nuaincd ta guard the lent, ont on chher side.
The camp uvaswrapped lu thcsilencecf night ;
no sound wvas heard save tht discordant crics
of a traop of jackals near the camp. The full
moon had risen, and %vas slicidding a radiiuce
oniy scen in the land ai the descrt. Haschin
regardedI tht prablen until the iamp wicks
rnlokcd stili mûre, sbowiug that the muttan
fat was almiost exbausted.

19 1 sec," said ho, spcaking aloud, as he
allen did wben alonte, "iîow catI mate ean
bc donc in twa nioves, but why the üid Jew
shnuld tnake a mystery oi so siniple n problcmn
puzzles me. Ile said iL was 'important,' but
he said iLwas 'ea-sy' at t'hsanie ime. Ilovr
a prabicrr cau bc solved with su Jittle difliculay
and bc at, once important is tht question.
D5id he flot say that lic shîowed tht saine
prableni ta tht Persian Gencrai this vcry
morning, anti that lie iied ta discovcr its secret
mr.anng? What couid the old Tsmeaditemncan?
Ohtm! I tbink 1 sec it. ]3y the hoiy beard ai
M,\ahamet, I have il at iast. The cheasumen
are placed exactiy ta show Lite :arrangement of
aur owu farces, and,3 I expcct, do as mucli for
the Pcrsians. The white men rcprescnt us,
and 1 presume that our cneieis are dealt by
with ccjuai faitifulnws. IIaw canningly lie
shows aur force alctost sur-ouuded by tnc idol.
aters, but twm quarters arc icit unguaided, thtc
northeast and thc southcast. If anly those
two regimeuts that arc coniing fi-rn Me\ldina
next w.cck wcrc bei-c to malte my nrmy nearer
iu number ta the Pcrsians, I would givc bettle
right amay. But what if tlîey make tht flhlst
inove ? litec let me salve tht probIir auew


