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Gustav-Adols” Undon lias for about ten years,
been of very important and still continuing
influence, not althongh butbecause it rests on
no settled confessional base. It is an nn-
questionable faet that there fives in the
German people an ardent zeal for all that.
funthers the common good, and this union
affords those who haveseparated themselves
from positive Chyvistianity an opportunity
to bear a part in the intellectual and moval
elevation and ennobling of the people.—
Thonsands support this union, only becanse
the objeer which it has in view, consisting,
as it does, in giving assistance to those
isoltted members of the evangclical church
who live in the ihick of a Roman Catholie
population, finds an echo in their hearts in
their apathy to Romanism.  The faithful,
who at first stood distrustfully aloof’ from
the union, have thoueht, the more it pro-
gressed in its work, that they would not be
Justified in withdrawing from it their active
svmpathy, since they perecived that the
buildine of chuvches and schools was its
sole ohject, and that all influence on the
teaching and general calture flowed from
another quarter.  1n point of fact, the pure
and wnetetinbivrad gospel is preached in
these so-called Gustav-Adoif churches; and
in the meetings of the union too, many
testimonies of  belief have already been
mentiored, which fur outweight those that
savor of the vid ur new Rationalism.”

Eivesitle DBeading.

SKETCHES FROM Tgfé{gﬁilﬁﬂ MISSIONARY

TIE GODS OF THE HINDOOS.

Jrnr. 50, 38—« Tt is the land of graven in-
ages, and they are mad upon their idols.”

The three chief deities of the Hindoos
are Brahma, the Creator; Vishnu, the Pre-
server, and Shiva, the Destroyer.  From
these (ax they suppuse) proceed three hun-
dred and sixty millions of gods and god-
desses.  Prue, worship is not rendered to
all, but the sacred hooks introduce the en-
tire troop, aud a set of men who are learned
0 these writings go, to and two, through the
country, place themselves under the shade
of & tree, or in the court of a temple, or in
a booth in the widst of the crowd attending
one of the annual fairs, raise flags on high
bamboo staves before them, adorned with
pictures taken from the history of these
deities, and expluin these pictures to the
multitude in pleasing songs and strains of
cloquence. But these stories of the gods
axe for the moss part such abominable ye-

citals of vice and erime, and the gods ave
represented as without exception such guilty
criminals, that in any civilized country they
would have been condemned to death, ten
times over.  Torexample, Brahma is ealled
the father of the gods; vet among the Tlin-
doos he is o despised that not a temple is
dedicated to him in the entive country. Such
contempt he has already experienced, ac-
cording to the stories, mnong hix fellow dei-
ties, for his falschood and his lewdness and
excesses generallv—he was a liay, o drunk-
ard, a thief and an adulterer.

The deities which are most worshipped
in the East Indies are, Vishnu, particularly
in i two appearances on earth as Ram
and as Krishng, alse Shiva and his wife
Kali or Durga and Juggnant.  Tmages
are made of them all.  In the image of Sk
va, evervthing horrible is united.  Ile has
a threatening look, he holds in hiz hand a
wrident ; his vobe is a tizer skin; his neck-
lace, a string of hmnan heads ; bis bracelets
wreaths of serpents.  1lis wife has thesame
destroying, murderous character with Lim-
self.  “The blood of a tiger fills her with de-
light ten years long, hat the blood ofa man
a thousand years.  Ifone of her worshippers
opens his vein a little and offeys Ler his
blood she is frantie with joy. It hecuts off
a piccee of his own flesh aud heings it o burnt
oflering to her, her delizht exceeds descrip-
tion. She is the espe

al fiicnd of yobhers,
thieves and murderers.  Every band of rob-
hers before proceeding upon the particular
errand it has in view appeals to her for sue-
cess in their undertaking and makes her an
offering.  The offerings made to this terrible
woddess are notonly bufiiloes and rawms, but
even yet, in spite of the prohibitions of the
Englich government, hunian victims are
continually slain in sceret to her honor. A
verse of the sacred hooks yuns thus : «“ Let
chiefs, statesmen,connseilors and iunheepers
bring: human offerings and they will hecome
powerful and wealthy.”

PENAXNCE AMOXNG THE HINDOOS,

Tsa. 43 1 24=25-—¢ Thou hast made mo to
serve with thy sing, thou bast wearied me with
thine iniquitics. I, even I am he that blot.
teth out thy transgressions, for mine own
sake and will not remember thy sins.”

Sin requires an atonement ; this the ¥Tin-
doos too feel.  Among the indons the sa-
cred characters called Fakirs seck to atone
for their sins by selfinflicted sufferings and
penances of the most dreadful kind,  Some
suspend  themselves in the air upon large
hooks and freely underzo the most indeseri
ble torments, others cast themselves down
fiom high, steep precipices, or look with un.
averted eye upon the blazing: sun of midday.
Others again expect to pacify the incensed
deity by measuring with theirnaked bodies,
which they roll over the burning wastes of




