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prohibited from spending all the substanco
which God gives us upon these things, com-
fortablo, uscful, and necessary as we may re-
gard them.  “ Honour the Lord with thy
substance and with the first-frnits of all
thine incrense,” is o command as binding
now as in the day of Solomon. While we
may lawfully speud upen ourselves, wo
must not forget to devote a portion to
God. This is nccessary as & constant re-
cognition of Him as the Great Giver. As
some onc has well expressed this thought :
«This is the rent which reminds the
tenant that he is not owner in fee; this is
the interest which reminds the borrower
that the principal does not belong to him;
this is the tribute mouney which reminds
a subject nation that it is not independent ;
this is God’s share to remind His creature
that all belongs to Him.”

So far iy argument reaches, and applies
to all men, whether belicvers or unbeliev-
ers, since all ave equally and alike God's
creatures. But there is another considera-
tion which must tell with singular effect
upon Christians. You are God's redeem-
od ones. In His infinite mercy He rescued
you from debasing thraldom. e has
struck off your chains. He has set you
free, and, 'pnmdoxical as it may seem, you
are 1o longer your own, but bought with
a price, and, thercfore, under obligations to
glorify God in your hody, and in your spi.
rit which are God’s. The obligatien to
devote your substance to Him which is
founded npon the fact that Fle has created
you and yours, that He has given you all
you have, and is consequently your great
proprietor is increased manifold by the fact
thet He is also your Redeemer. But per-
haps illustration will be more effective than
argument here. They tell us of a slave
girl, just ebout to be sold, whose tears drew
the notice of a gentleman as he passed
through the auction mart of a Southern
Slave State.

“Her price,” the stranger asked. He
thought a little when he leard the great
tansom, but peid it down. Yet no joy
came to the poor slave when he told her
she was frece.  She had Leen born a slave,
and know not what freedom meant. Her

'
!

tears fell fast upon the signed parchment,
which her deliverer brought to proveit to :
her.  She only looked at him with fear,

At Izst ho got ready to go his way, and
a3 he told hor what she must do when he
was gone, it began to dawn on her what free-
dom was. With the first breath she said . —
“TX will follow him-.I will follow him—-X will
serve him all my days ;” and to every rea-
son against it she only cried :—'* He Re-
deemed Me! He Itedeemed Me! He Re-
deemed Me!”

When strangers used to visit that man’s
house and noticed as all did, the loving,
constant services of the glad-hearted girl,
and asked her why she was so eager with
unbidden services night by night and day
by day, she had but one answer, and she
loved to give it:—He Redeemed Me!
He Redeomed Me! He Redcemed Me!”

So christians let it be with you. Serve
God as sinners saved by grace—as sinners
bought with blood, and oh! ¢ when men
take notice of the way you serve Him—the
joy that is in your looks,—the love thatis .
in your tone—the freedom of your service”
and the gencrosity of your contributions -
have but one answer and love to give it :

“Hrg REDEEMED Mge!”’

The discussion of the measure and me-
thod of christian consecration of substance
must be reserved for future communica-
tions.

Mecantime, I remain &e.,
E. A. McCurpY.

Musquodoboit Harbor,
QOctober 14th, 1869.
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Forgiveness of Injuries,

When Luther, in the height of his zeal,
denounced Calvin as a teacher of dangerons
heresies, Calvin sweetly made answer:

“ Let Luther bate me, and call me devil
« thousand times; yet I-will love him, and
acknowledge him to be a precious servant
of God.”

How different from the spirit which is of-
ter manifested now-a-days in religious con-
troversy.

A bundle of abusive Ietters was found
among the possessions of Cotton Mather,
after his death, all tied together, and this
inscription written upon them:— Libels,
¢Father, forgive them.'”




