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'Zbe flbfsioîarp Diiocese oft çIoiima.

By the Bis'iop cf Algoma

Th1e Diticese ofIt' ll.l %%,as set apait as j Mli,-

sioary l)iocese in I1s,72 liv the tîclilierato iict of
the l>.vîc~IS% mid otr Caliada. It eîîîbraces
the Di;tiit (if Mulskoka, I>arrv Sonid, iNipissing
(in part) arnd Algonia East and W~est. In Algona
-iCe iiicliided tlic T.slands otf Manitouilini andi St.
Jocj d an~d tlic dist4rict of Thunder Biay. This
vat territoiry stretching ('roni (iîavenhtirst (Il-)
muiles frîaîî T1oronto) to Mlurillo (13 miles west
of Fort W'illiam :î t the Western end of Lake

.'uprii) e'rs an :nca of more tlian 48,000
square toiles, about as large as trait of JEngland,
and e-\te r('s frsî,r us to \V'est soîne 6(0 miles
and froita Northi tu> South froni 2.30 to 300) miles.

It niîay ho Called Uic roekY beit of Canada.
As you proced Noithwards Iroîin Toronto yen
nriay know %wlien you ie cntering the 1)iocese of
Algoina I)v the rocks wliclr begiii to cro p ont on
everv side. Andi tiese rocks Nvill reilain. Nyith.
yotu if' v'aryiîg fornîs and ex tent, al] the ivay
tlirouigh tire Diocese uintil v'on rcach its renhotest
\l.'-tern li,îAt, vet there alec tl'tttlie:3 ufguud suil
here an(. tiiere and even %vhole Townships which
are îvcwll %î'ortli cult.ivatting-.

Algoia's clîlef Nvealih is jîrolhably mnineral.
The rocks whichi give hier so hare andJ iuninviting
ain aî;t.arc ricli iii coppe*, idekel, silver anîd
even golîl. AnI %vîreur this inieraI rvealtlî is
developedl, it is tlruuglit lier p.'-ospcerityv %vill be'

a.re.But tlîat is iii the future. And mean-
while it is veî*y car couragiiig, as the lunibering
lijilerto a fruitful .soui'ce of' profit, laniguishe-
tu lma tIrat inWcraing atte'nti on is Leine paiti te

arculture. For whatover inay bc truc of
lu rntierc t'ail Le 11o (olrl)t thaï; thc proper

üultivation of flic .caîtt b)ut paudiictivebruil nîiust
l'e a very important eleiieiit in tlîe pjermranent
developiiient of tlî c otntry. At precrint litIle i;
lieing doite luin irîgii, and the f4triiicr.ý arc mîust
of' thcui struggringi for a living. It is notstrangc
therefnre tirat the country is po<,r. and tirat the

Chiurelh wlîich is everyvirere oine aniong wn
Christian bodies, is poor also. There is not in
the 1)ioccseo ne~ 'Io% ni of very consideralile pr'o-
portion Ihougli there arc several whieli tire full
of promrise. The large.st (if tîroe is .1-zit -St.
'Marie %vhich lis about -1(000 libabitants. Thiis
is the central point eft'he Diocese. Jioro i the
Se Hlouse, carllcd Bisliophursl*.t. a Conaîrodiolns
stone buildling erected hb' a lady( in England
during the lifetime of tlc lirst Bislîepi. l-lere also
ar'e tlîe nd ian Scliools so rvidely kniovi to tlie
(?anadiani ('hîrch as the Shnuakand W~ana-
nosh Hoines. And last-ly here is the Lirgest
Church of the Dioceso, tlîo rcstored and nom~
licaatiful Pro-Cathedral of St. Luke capable of
Peatinir froin 350 to -100 pl)e. Tliore are two
otlier toIwns of about 3000O and tWo Of tboult 2(l If).
he î'cuîaining centres of population are niost of

theni sinalI villaîges and harnlets. Tt is quite
evideuit that thei'e are nxo adecîuate racans Nyituiua
the Dioeese upuîn i'hich the Chuireli iay rely fi'
supp1 or't. And until these Tovns aînd villages
grow v td the -oulitry ayouvid tlieil t1eveleîîs
tiiere %vill lie no such uneans. Thus the Bishop
is tiriven to sekl constant assistance fî'om otsitlc
sources aîid hieace tlîe decond occupant uf tlhe.Sec
%vas accuistoied and not iiîaptly' ta describie
hinraself as a Mitred Mendicant.

Thei v'ariorîs dioceses iiiclidetl i the Pros'-
invc of Canada andi rcpresented iii the Prîo-
vincial Sy-noti, iben, Algoîîa, ivais ostablislied,
have always recognized this obligation tu con-
ti'ibute to Aigomna's needs. NO doubt they ivill
continue to recognize their responsibility as iolug,
as Algonia really needs lie!p. The suin con-
fributed annually lias varied eonsiderablv ini
tIre î,ast. If tlîe rocomnîendlatioîr (l the Prîo-
v'incial Synod, at whlich the prescrit 3i'sbop %vas
clected be auted ipon there should lie for thie
cuirrent ycar at least $4000) coît.rilutcd. The
Resolutiouî refcrred to, recouiinîended tlu.t hieue-
furth the vrîriotus Dioces-es uîay tu thue 31uision
Funà of' A Igorn)a the auîiotunts $4000 iiiaIll, wlicl
they hiave hitlierto cont.ributed to tire lbi!scojia1
Stiliend.
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