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a fire of love kcindled in thoir -hoarts for %vhîch thoy
could -not account. S,'ubsequently a 'nhapel was ceced
on the spot.

Thus -tho ropresontation,4 of tho sitable of I3ethleheTn,
or the Christmas crib, ziow en familiar and dea' til nIl
Clir!iiane, owo ttiir nirigin to tho Sorapi'ic St. Franei.

(T/te IlSr7bt."

TR~E. OANTIOLE 0F ANNE 0F ELCANA

Theo canticleo f' Anne o? Elean.9, eof whieh wro said1 a
word in our' issue of Juo last, iR Fn doop and sublime,
thattheo Ieaincd, fhioughi impious Ynlne,' askceil Iiimself.:
Il ow eau the vif'e of a w,,ell-to.do lanrmer, whVlo in

spite of lier huisbaud's wcalth, romains nevei'tholess
the wifo of a peasant, andi a peant 1iersolf, have
composed. a poern onriehced with the most gracefnl
forma o? languagert ? "-A siiple child, learning his
caterchisrn., might %Rispol the doubt of the faith1esq
philosopher by saying to iru: Il He whio hath composed
the varied tVunes of the sweet singing o? birds, who
made even the bensts o? tho field te speakz, and told
lus servants to louve the plougli to takeo up the peu eo'
tha prophiet, who inspired with divine Accents the
holy sister o? Moss Deboi'ah, and Judith, and abovo
al the God-given Daughtor of good St. Anne; the
Blessed Virgin Mary, Hef is the same whc, givoth a
voico to Aime o? Elcana."

Accordig te St. Augustino, this lioly canticle ivas
composed in the sacredf tongue which traces its oricgin
to the creation of man. It was written inu Hebrew%, in
the second chapter of the firist Book of lCiugs, then
translated into Groek by the seventy-twvo Interproeo.
It is from, That ho]y version that St Augustine tookc
it, te trauscribe it ini the lTth, Book o? his learnei
work on the City of God.


