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Trapping the Skunk.

The skunk hag a wide acquaintance and needs no intro-
duction. But he is more widely than faverably known :
for it may truly be said he is in bad odor with most peaple.
He i3 often a visitor and pensioner where heis not wanted:
and to get rid of hin is not alwaysa pleasant task, ner
fruitful of agreeable remembrances, How best to do 1t?
That's the question,

I will tell how I and my neighbors did it, casily and
effectually,  We trapped them, using a cummon steel trap
ag light as will secnrely Licld them, It s easy envugh te
get them into a trap, but to get them out is the difliculty.
Wetied thetrapto the end of along, light pole before setting
it,andthen made surc thiat, after being caught, they conld e
crawl into a hole or under sumething so that they must be
pulled out.  On finding onen the trap, we gently carried
him, the trap still attached to the pole, and keeping the
length of the pole between uy, to a pond or puddle of
water deep enough to drewn him, wheran we mmersed
skunk and trap.

The animal knows the range of his hattery, and 1s not
likely to waste hiz ammumtion—will net unless yon

to show that clover and Indian corn have any more weight
ol roots than Juue grass. They probably do not contain
more.

The roots of a two-year-old peach tree in light soil were
found seven feet fourincheslong.  Ina dry, light seil,
this season, we pulled up one paraurp three feet long, and
another three and a half feet long, small roots even still
longer. )

1¢ noted buflalo grass on the dry western prairies, is
deseribed in the agricultural reports at \\':\s‘\ingwn as
having very short roots; but Mr. Felker, one of our
college students, found they went down seven fect.

The roots grow best where the best food 18 to be found,
They grew in greater or luss quantsity in every direction,
If one tinds good food, it flourishes and sends ount numer-

ous branches, Many of the smaller roots of trees die every
autumn when the leaves die, and others grow in spring. |
Neara eherry teee in my yand was a rustic bashet without g
a bottom, filled with michiswl. On removing the basket
and earth, cherry roots were fuund in large numbers near|
the top of the sml.  They had grown full of sinall l»mnches%
where the soil was good. Roots 1w suil will grow wp just
ax well as down, and do thes,

*

ToR~E SHOEIS G Murray writes: Never tonch the bars,

frog, sule o1 vuter surface wath a kafe or rasp, - Shoe with

hgﬁt thin shees that allow the sole bars and frog to be

brought mcontact with the ground and thus bear thar due |

approach him suddeniy, threateningly, o as to frighten proportien of the horse’s weight, use small naily, and uut*

him.  But yeu must keep beyond lis rea b s the pole must
be long enough fur this—net mudh ko than 15 feet,
When one or mere <hunhe get under an out-kitehen or
other vut-buildng, by a httle patient mana-ement they
can be caught in this way.  Wherever they ars they must
eat 5 and they will comd forth to scek fuod suoner or later.
Don’t worry 1f they are undor your bedzovm a week hefore
you ean eath them 5 they wall 4o o bt thore, H yon
Lave no doy they nay condude to take wp ther abode
there,  Butthey are no worse than the «ame number of
old rats, and are caser to trap. Dut yon must manage
rightly and keep yout tempus, 1 hase known them 1o be
dragged a long way while i the trap, by a rope, without
any smell. But the ground was smooth s it was gently
done, and the rope was long cuougl,  One of these condie
tions wanting, resultsw mﬂ!\,‘ have been datferent,~Cor, O,
Y, Tribure,

B R Dl e

The Uses of Charcoal.

1 lately noticed in yoar paper a gould deseription of the
way tu burn charcval. 1 will give suine ot ats uses to the
farmer, from expertence. By Keeping charcoal m the hog
pen, there will be iut little odor or disagreeable smell,
such as is waual. The hogs appear to thrive better and
faster on less food, than m a strong-smelling sty.  They
will consime quite n quantity, which undoubtedly does
them goed.  Some shouid be powdered, and some left in
chunks ; the powdered absmbs the wet, and the hogs will
cat the lumps as they deshie it. The refuse makes amost
excellent manure for onions or any vegetables, By putting
a small quantity in the horse stable every day, under the
horze, it will absorh the wet, and keep thestable perfectly
sweet and wholesome.,  As it 18 removed from the stalde
keep 1t under shelter, dry it and sow it on the meadows:
the increase in the crop will pay for the trouble.

Cow stables will receive the same henefit and produce
the same resulta. It is also invaluable in the poultry
house, in keeping it wholesome for the fowls, and making
a most valuable manure.  The funls will consume a part
of it, and are not so liable to discase. It s alsovery
beneficial in the sheep pens or yards., 13y putting a buskel
or s0 of the powdered charcoal down the water closet, 1t
will remove the disagrecable smell which gencrally attends
sach places, and will remu e the great objection there is to
cleaning them out.

When charcoal is powdered and a Little dropped an 2
wtato hill when planted, it will dvable the crop, and wall
mmprove the quality bey ond expectation.  An objection to
it 13 that it is black, and will blacken any person whoe
handles it. I have powdered it by pounding it on the
barn floor, and also by putting through an uh? eder mll,
but it is undoubtedly dirty work any way you can fix 1t
But “‘he that would catch fish must not nund getting wet,”
—Cor. Country Gentleman.

Length of Roots,

Prof. W. J. Beal of the Michigan Agricultural College
publishes the following interesting facts, mostly the result
of his own examumationg, 1 relation to the length of routs
in plants and trees:

‘Thesoil has much to do with the length and number of
roots, Inlight, poor soil, I find roots of June grass four
fect below the surface.  People are apt to under-cstimate
the length, amount and importance of the roots of the
finer grasses, wheat, oats, &¢.  Some roots of clover and
Indian corn are large enough to be seen by every one on
slight examination.” A young wheat plant, when pulled
up, only shows a small part of its roots.  They go down
often four to six fect. 1t needs very careful exammation

over tive of thent, Never allow the ponts to be deiven |
high up m the hoof,  For ordinary gervice in the country |
durmg the sumuowr nonths v only ting which protect |
the e, but Lave the entire gronnt cutace of the foot
unprotected,

PETROIIU Y O1is Fob Datsas o Laawics —Petroleum
oils are coming mto_ uwe dor dresang Ieather, andat s
statud that thor use for this parpese is larg ly mereaany,

s elamed that by the use of petrolean mmy :ulmnta-x
ged are gasned, amony which are @ that the leather can be
reduced S the pliable condition m e rapedly aad wath less
cosnt than wath pure animal oils 3 tuat thes oloning of tanned ;
leather 1s effected more rapidly and  thoreughly than by
thic ol prewcecs, atud that the tiiashed product as superior,
both in phability and towginew The heavier grasates of
petrolanin, sucli as parathn aned stoan-reduged s, sre the
only ones uscd i this way,

A Carvorxty Seipge.—\What T am about to relate is
nothing new to entomologists, but may be of interest to
some of your readers,  The California Spider, of which 1}
am writing is one of the most ingenions of inseets, and she
constricts her wdling as fellows .—.\ hole 1s made in the
sround «ix inches or more in depth, three-fourths of any
inch in duaneter.  The wall around this hole 13 hardened
one-hali meh m thickness by some kind of cement the |
spider knows where to find or how to make.  After thys
Bardening process the wall 14 covered with cement and,
polishied very smooth and nearly white. This is her dom- |
cile, where siie rears her youny family. Bt every one,
hnows Califortas has her raing veason ; and a hole m the
ground would soon fill with water and drown the httle
spiders 1 but smother-spider is equal to the emergeney s she,
constiiiets a & for her house, a complete trap-door, abeut
an weh o diameter, sometiung hhe a botton s this is
tittedd water tight and connceted by a hinge to the top of
hier hictse, amd when (desel, completely protects frow the
rain, aned hides her famly from all intruders. There she
dwelly in safety in the prettiest spider restdence I ever
2aw.

Eers's Cotnta -~ GRATEFLL AND COMFURTING,—** [}y a
theroush hnonledge of the natural lans wiach gorvern the
operatoons «f digestion and nutntion, and by a careful ap-
plication of the fine propurtics of well-selected cova, Mr
Fpps has provided our braahiast tables wath a deliately
tlav ored buverage which may save us many heavy doctor s
bills. Itis Ly the judidons use of such articles of duet
that a constitution may Le gradually built up until strong
cnuiigh to resist every tendency to disease.  Handreds of
subtle maladies are floating arcund us ready to attack,
wherever thereis a weah puint. . We may escape many a
fatal shaft by keeping ourselves well fortified with pure
Lluud and a properly nourished frame."—Civil Scrvice
Guartte. Made simply with bothng water or milk.,—Each
packet is labelled—*Javurs Errs & Co,, Homaopathe
Chemists, 48 Threadneedle Street, and 170 Piccadilly ;
Works, Euston Road and Camden Lown, London,”

MaNUuFACTURE OF Cocoa.—We will now givean account
of the process adopted by Messrs. James Epps & Co.,
Homcopathic Chemists, and manufacturcrs of dietetic
articles, at their works in the Euston Road, London,'’—
Sec article in Cuesell’'s Houschold Guide,
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