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difficulty, which, as all will agree, could be overcome only by an inquisition. So f
establish an inquisition, Ferdinand asked the permission of the Pope, Sixtus | son
That pontiff, however, was at first unwilling to grant Ferdinand’s request, hy inst
was so urged by the court of Spain, that he finally agreed, and in the year 143!
the Spanish Inquisition sprang into existence.

But before the first trial was opened at Seville in 1481, the Pope withdrew |
sanction because he had not been consulted as to the plan which had been adopted bell

Nevertheless, pleadings on the one hand and anxiety for the Spanish natio d lik
on the other, again prevailed upon him to renew the permission, and from thy press
time on there was a continual controversy between Spain and Rome.  Often wa thei
the tribunal at variance with the popes, and most frequently were the victim uggle

condemned by the Inquisition pardoned on appealing to the successor of Pete her t
—nay, more, so serious were the frictions between them, that several times th Jew

Holy See threatened the Spanish Inquisitors with excommunication. 1481

But here I may be met with a very great objection : What need was there o re ou
the permission of the popes?  If the Inquisition was purely secular, what had sly o1
the Pope or the church to do with its actions? Ah! there is just the poin 8l Wher

The permission of Rome was necessary for many reasons, but chiefly for two e eccl
First, because the men who were appointed as inquisitors by the court of Spariilin, an
were priests and prelates and theolograns of the church, and were, for thylltesta
reason, under the jurisdiction of the popes; and secondly, and most especially
because the Inquisition was instituted to try people on matters of faith. I'ruly titg
indeed, did Ranke call it a royal tribunal furnished with ecclesiastical weapon powe
“In the first place,” says the liberal-minded and authoritative Protestant historia icted
(* History of the Popes,” Vol. 1., p. 242, etc., in original German edition), * th trages
Inquisitors were royal officers ; the king having the right to appoint and dismi
them ; the tribunals of the Inquisitors were subject to royal visitations ” (whid 7es €O
meant royal control), “just as any other authority under the king.” In t rges |
second place, all the profits and advantages resulting from confiscations fell (@l T'hey
the king. “And in the third place, it was by means of this tribunal that ¢ tims i
Spanish nation was completely rounded off and finished. The king obtained t to de
tribunal from which neither grandee nor archbishop could escape.” As i
tribunal is founded upon the king's power, so its exercise redounds to the kingillken fro
advantage. It is one of the spoils of ecclesiastical power which the Spani gade
nation snatched to itself, and by which it has become powerful.  In its meanin bition:
object, and aim, it is, above all, a political institution It is the Pope’s inter n day,
to stand in its way, as often as he can, and he does <o ; it is the king's inter d his ¢

always to keep the way clear for it, and he does.” So far says Ranke. | :n thot
(“ History of the World,” Vol. IL, p. 431, etc.), Guizot (*Cours 1)’Histoi (Juote
Moderne ") and Menzel (* History of Modern Germany,” Vol 1V, p. 196), S8 Mariar
Protestant writers, declare the Inquisition a State machine, far as ’



