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EVLOPMENT COMPANIlS.

A great want is felt julst now of good substantial

developmnit conpanies, to take hold of the nany un-

developed prospects in the Province.

The average prospector is a very poor nari, who

canlot afford to do much of this class of work himself,

and the average British Colunbian did niot comle out

lere becaise lie was overburdeied with wealth and

wanted a change of air, uit are of the " Young-man-
go-west" sort, and there is not capital available here
whiclh can he put ont for two or three years without

being missed. To inake a success, a company should

obtaii, at least, twelve clainis to work on, and these
should ) chosen with the greatest care, and obtained

on the lowest teris possible. I dIo lot mean that the

proispe-ctor, wlho las goie to considerable expense and

risk, should b2 squeezed ; but that fair valuation be

imade of the propcrty in comparison with similar ones

ýNliîcI are developed in the nieigliborhood, and that no

wre cashl should be paid than will coipensate the

Mi for Uhis risks and expenditure until sufficent be

manc in som1e degree, to prove the property. Deposits

shlild le iiade to cover al engagenents, and every-

tliîî'- donc to give the prospector (wlio is naturally of
alÀ Sus natire, haviiig been considerably had''

ia suic past) faitl in the people lie is dealing with,

and lie sliould be given an option to work on the prop-

and hiiislf wlic at all comipeteit to do so, and no

properties slould lhe tied up or bonded on which it

is lo flly intended to do work. Large groups

slonld not he takei hol of in one vicinity. There

have l meciî iialv Developlient Compaies in British

Colu ia, and there are still a fcw in existence, whîose

niali aO ,idi object seens to liave been, either to get

lmold of pro>rties onî bîonîd, at noninally very higli

figures, really pavilig oily smîall sumls for themi, and

figuet ten for still larger ones on the London market

or csc ta cl rry o business on the following hues :-

. eo opel 1up big and elaborate offices; 2. To gather

togeter as niaiv as possible of their friends and

relations, vho k'ow l notliing at all about uiiiiinng, or
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