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The Equality of Greck with French and German.

tive to but one type of mind.
but little claim upon undergraduates

It has

but it may be confidently recom- -

mended to elderly gentlemen with a
little money, no occupation, virtuous
habits, a sanguine temperament and
a judgment not too exact or too
exacting in the measurement of evi-
dence. If then, [ repeat, the pass
course in moderns were to be made
difficult by philology (and it is not
easy to see how it could be made very
dithcult, except by some branch of
philology or something even stiil
more irrelevant and foreign)its useful-
ness and its value—especially its edu-
cational value—would be greatly
diminished. Another alternative for
increasing the difficulty of the course,
the addition of strings of authors to
be referred to and books to be read,
the exaction in fact from the student
not so much of fresh principles as of
a very much more elaborate vocabu-
lary, seems equally ill-fitted for enhanc-
ing either the attractiveness or the
educational value of the course. He
was a wise man who told the under-
graduvates of his college to spend bat
half their work-time or less turning
over the pages of their authors and
their dictionaries, and the other half
in chewing the cud of reflection and
sifting and digesting and cross-ques-
tioning the author’s thoughts and
their own.

Finally it would be possible to in-
crease the difficulty of the pass course
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criticism can be developed is the
measure of the lecturer's ability to
place his subject on the highest edu-
cational plane and make it most fruit-
ful, but such an experiment with
pass classes is always open to grave
difficuliies. If it be true even of the
honour man that the decpest and
truest beauty ot ancient or modern
literature falls upon ears unappreci-
ative and wakes a full echo in his
heart or mind only at a later date;
only when age and experience have
made all his authors new to him, have
opened his eyes and intellect and
made him, in some degree, like the
genius whose words he had heard with-
out hearkening and seen without per-
ceiving *“a spectator of all time and all
existence,” if this be true even of
the honour man of all undergraduate
universities, it is doubly true and
more of the pass man, and to cast the
pass lectures into the tone of the
higher criticism is to lecture above
the heads of the class, to say nothing
of the difficulty of examining from
this point of view ; and examinations
—whatever objections may be urged
against them in connection with
konour men—cannot legitimately be
overlooked in the pass course.

In short, it seems to me that even
were there any reason for adding work
more or less extraneous to the pass
course in moderns—and there is none
—such additions would be detrimen-

" tal to the usefulness of the course.

in modern languages by the addition -
of the higher criticism ; by lectures |

on the style and the art, the melody
and the diction of the great French
and German poets :
Victor Hugo, of Schiller and Goethe,
oragain by lectures on the moral poli-
tical and religious atmosphere which
clothes their poems. The objections
to the other changes have no appli-
calion o this; on the contrary, of
course, the degree to which an intelli-
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gent comprehension of the higher ;

A tolerable working knowledge of the
Latin, Greek, French or German lan-
guage is, or should-be, the aim of the
pass man, just as a good working
knowledge of Latin, Greek, French
and German literature is, or should
be, the aim of the honour man, ‘If
nature or circumstances have so con-
stituted us that this working know-
ledge of language or literature be
more speedily acquired in one de-
partment than in another, then the
balance of the tim: unnecessary for



