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cuples, mutties, fuel, fluxes, etc., is taken into account,
withiout considering the tinie eiployed, or tlie special
knowledge required for the work, assavers in British
Columbia are very poorly paid.

When. as is sonetiies the case, a liberal discount
is demanded fronm list prices, t liassayer may weil
conclude tliat, compared with other professions, his
offers but few opportunities and induceients.

It is for soie reasons to be regretted that the space
to be allotted to Canada for exhibition purposes at
the Paris Exposition of 1900, is soiewiat limited,
and that in consequence it bas been decided not to
classifv the exhibits of thie Dominion under tle leads
of the respective Provinces fron wbhich tliev are con-
tributed. But it is, perlhaps, better that the spîace
should be restricted rather than unnecessarily liberal,
as was the case at the Chicago World's Vair. Canada
will send of lier best to Paris. and in the miniinig sec-
tion, at least, the principal exhibit will be froi Britisi
Columbia. \Ve are glad to learn tliat the important
task of collecting mineral specimens for tli Exposi-
tion is to be entrusted to Mr. Robertson, tlie Provinu-
cial Mineralogist, and tlie work could not he in better
liands. Dr. Dawvson, will, wx'e understand, have charge
of the minieralogical and geological departient of tlie
Canadian exhibit at Paris, and it is necessary thiat all
speciniens shoiuld be sent to hîimî before Nove ober of
this vear. Meamvhile, there can be no dou1bt but that
the minerai display fron British Columbia will attract
umuch favourable attention at next vear's great Fair,
and if is vorth noting that already French capital is
being largcly iivestcd in our mines, and thiat a leaditg
financial journal publisbed in Paris is devotiig a vev
considerable amount of space xweekly to Britisli Col-
umbia mines and securities.

Referring to shipnients of ore fromn Slocan Lake
points to the Canadian Pacific Company's sielter at
Trail, a correspondent writes: "The Trail sielter is
not giving the satisfaction that was expected. In
several instances the paymîents have been made be-
low New York quotations, and frequently there is a
siortage in the assay value ...... Considering that
the C.P.R. have the Nelson concern at thfeir niercv
and that their own smelter is giving aiything but sat-
isfaction, the outlook for a home industry seems to be
throttled at thlie outset." Tiere can be no doulbt tliat
the C.P.R. lias and is throwing obstructions in thi e
wav of othier concerns engagiung i smuelting or ore-
reduction enterprises in Kootenay, and the manner
in which the companxy receftly treated an application
fronm a Mr. McDowell, who desired a certain site at
Nelson on which to bulild sampling-works, is evidence
of this fact. It is. neverthîelcss, not quite fair to
charge the Trail smîelter witf mauxy inaccurate re-
turns, or with not paying the full market price for tle
oresent to tlie works, except on teli very strongest
evidlence. Sielter men of experience knoxw full Well
what it is to be constantiv badgered with complaints
of this nature and in sonme of the principal siielters of
the United States it is a rule that no ore will be ac-
cepted for treatnent unless the consignor's represen-
tative is present at the time the consignment is
sampled. n ithis connection a story is told of one
nine-owner wlho refused to accede to the smelter's
terms in respect to sending a representative. A large
shipmnent of ore was consigned to the sielter, but

1 efused on the grounds thaf the mine-owner or his
representative miust witness the saipling. The mine -
owner was obstinate and insisted, but finding, at last,
that le would either be obliged to send a representa-
tive to the smelter or pay the return freight on his ore,
lie despatched his offcce-bov. ( )f course, the boy
knew absolutely notbing about ore or ore-sanpling,
but that was no concern of the smelter's officials, so
long as their rule was recognized, bence tlic ore was
(111y purchased. Regarding thle question of tbe market
value of ore reccived at thfe Trail smelter, unless it is
specifically stated tbat New York prices iwill be paid,
i.e., the value of nctals when delivered in New York.
there may' be perfectly valid reasons on the part of the
C.P.R. management for fixing another standard-
that, for instance, of the St. Louis market, where the
price of lead and other nietals is invariably lower than
in New York.

a resuilt of tle passage of the Alien Exclusion
Act a number of Chlinese and lapanese claimi-hoiders
and miners in Cariboo have, we are inforied, recentb
made application to the Gold Coiunissioner of tliat
district for naturalization riglits. When this Bill was
passed it may»v be safely assumed that such an effect
was not coiteilplate(l and wbatever may be said for
and against the emplovmuent of Moigolian cheap la-
bour bv indilustrialists in this coufntry, few, we iimagîic,
would be prepared to go to te extreme of wvlcomiig
low-caste Orientais as fellow-citizens, and as such en-
titled to all tue privileges -inciuding the franchise-
enjoyed by native-born British subjects in British
Columbia. Yet, under our present laws, it is quite
witliin the bounds of possibility that ere long a Mon-
golian vote will have to be considered in ail political
contests. It is true tliat at the recent Provincial gen'-
eral election, naturalized Clinuese wio appeared at the
poils were refused permission to register their votes
lv the officiais, but it is questionable whether tis ac-
tion wouldli have been sustained h(iad tlie matter been
taken on appeal to the courts. The question of ai-
lowing Mongolians to beconme naturalized Britishi
subjects is a veryv serions one, whiclh, unless steps are
taken to prevent it, will at no distant date assumie,
muncli more formidable proportions.

In a letter to thc Toronto Miionctarv Times of recelnt
date, Mr. Robert R. Hedley. Sulerintendent of tli
Iall xMilles Smelter at Nelson, speaks in very highi
ternis of tlic quality of the coke produced at the Crow S
Nest Pass Coal Company's ovens at Ferie. To quote

[r. H edliev : "I bave no iesitation in savinu," h
writes. "thiat I have never used as goodl a coke, tholiuh
at onc time T was asked to try what is alwavs colisid-
(rc( lthe liglhest grade coke in tlhe world, that of
Durbani, for whîicl tlie coal is specially prepared bc-
fore cooking iv a svstemî of crushing and wasliniig.
Comparing it with coke we have used lieretofore,
nmelv. that froi tlic ovens of tlie Coasft on b0thî

sides of thei Tiiternational boundary. I find 120 po1nd
of the former goes as far as 150 pounds of tle latter.
I liad the plcas'ure reccntly of visiting Fernie and look-
ing over the plant of Mr. Blakeniore, thei anager.
This was extremîely interesting, an( great credit is

due to the management for the efficacy of tlhcir plant.
Thie production of four tons of coke for six tons Of
coal is unusual, and says mucli for tlie prospects Of
tis coipanv. I have no douLbt that wien tlcy cali
produce large quantities they will readily find a market


