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20 CHAMPLAIN’S EXPEDITION

suppose that the expedition could have followed so direct
a course. On the contrary, in accomplishing the distance
to the fort, it must have passed over, as stated on a pre-
vious page, at least one-fifth mare than a straight line
between the said points. This fact, without allowing i
anything for Champlam s over-estimate, would, in case the

objective point were Canandaigua Lake, make the distance
actually traveled at least forty-six leagues, or not less than
one hundred and fifteen miles. If, as is claimed by some
the fort were still further west, on a tributary of.the
Genesee,! it would add several leagues more to the diffi-
culty. 2d. The design of the expedition was to attack an

» Iroquois tribe living south of Lake Ontario. The assail-

ants were the Hurons, living on the eastern shore of the
lake which bears their name. They started from their
principal village, which was situated west of Lake Simcoe,
on the borders of the Huron country nearest to the Iro-
quois.?

- Now, if it were their object to attack the Senecas, the
shortest and most feasible route to reach them would have
been either in a southerly direction around the western
extremity of Lake Ontario, through the territory of the
friendly Neuter nation, who then lived on both sides of
the Niagara, or by canoe directly across the lake, or by
coasting along its western shore, landing, in either case,

! Laverdiére’s Champlain, p. 528, note 1.

* Jesuit Relation, 1640, p. 90, Quebec edition. Laverdiére’s Cham-
plain, p. 518, note 1.



