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‘MILITARISM.

Mr. J. 'W. Paterson, president-of the
Canadian Federation of Labor, ad-

dressing the convention of that "body |

said that he and his associates stood
for the: protection of Canadian rights
and the safeguarding of Canadian
happiness. He declared for peace, but
to that.declaration added that Canada
ought to ensure peace “by an assur-
ance to. any would-be aggressor that
we have rights and that we dare
maintain them.” He asgeFted that
labor organizgtions are primarily -op-
posed to militarism, but thought it time
for the.members of unions/to congider
if they ought not to give & ‘tacif ap-
proval to any policy that will provide
a means of defence commensurate
with our national status.
attentian to the fact that every m_al'e.
citizen ‘of Canada may be called upon
to bear arms in defence of hi¥ coun-
try, and therefore he favors giving
boys at school the rudiments of mili-
tary training; which he - declared
would in his opinion promote good
health and good citizenship.

These views will commend them-
selves to the great majority of the
people of Canada. They are statés-
manlike. There are two elements in
the community which are fond of de-
nouncing what they are pleased to oall
militarism. One is largely made up of
women, who affect to see in military
drill an influence calculated to produce
bloodthirstiness .among boys. Of
course every boy, who received mili-
tary drill at sciol, knows that this is
perfect tommyrot. He knows that
drill stimulates a feeling of patriotism,
because it makes him appreciate the
nature of his obligation to his coun-
try, but it never yet made boys anx-
jous for war or favorable to war as a
means of settling international dis-
putesf On the contrary, it is likely to
sober their judgment by giving them
a little idea of what war means. The
other element is one that sees fit to
look upon military force as a device
whereby the poor are oppressed for
the advantage of the fich. It is use-

‘less to say to such pegple that they |

cannot point to.an. instance in’ Cana-
dian history ;where a military force
has been used for such '‘a purpose.
They are buttressed in their notions
by -events that haye taken place in
eppressed nationalities, . cpnveniently

forgetting  that i our !aq? and in
alt

! eur Hmes Wa have passéd altogefhers
beyond the stage when military force
can be used for such & purpose. Out-
gide of these two elements, there is
no oppesition in Canada to the main-
tenance of a system of defence ade-
quate to the necessities of the country.
What we would like to see would be
every workingman in Canada volun-
tarily fitting @mself to defend his
country in time of peril. They would
all be ready to do so, if occasion arose,
but unfortunately only a small pro-
p“ortion of them are prepared to do ac-
tive service for lack of the necessary
training.

ABOUT “SAW-OFFS.

Commenting upon the unseating of
Mr. Fortier, recently M. P., for Lotbi-
niere on a charge of bribery, the Free
Press of Ottawa asks why out of 21
flection petitions only six should be
brought to trial, and it alleges that
the party managers got together and
arranged for a “saw-off” in the other
cases. It says that it does not care
whether what it says hits politicial
friends or oppbnents and proceeds to
remark

If electoral corruption is to be stop-

ped, it must be stopped at its source.
It is wuseless for public men and
preachers to talk electoral purity for
three years and nine months, and then
to sit by calmly while the party man-
agers “saw-off” their differences. That
is not the way:to stem the evil 4§
" 1t must be stopped: at the outset, and
the only way to do:this is to provide
some tribunal ‘which will see to ‘it
that every -election (if necessary,
though we hope_ it would not be ne-
¢essary) should be probed to the bot-
tom upon the petition of any stated
Aumber of legitimate electors.

The present condition of affairs can-
not last much longer. y: :

The law is sufficient, but the law is
not allowed to have its way.

The.:party managers intervene and
prevent, . ‘

Therefore, it is time to “stop the
saw-off’; and we hope that this Par-
liament will not have ended its life
before some arrangement to that end
will be reached. i

The majority of the members of the
House of Commons are- honest men
and secureQ their election by honest
means.

Why: should- they be compelled, to
be under the reproach . of having to
carry the stigma which: attaches to
those who have been guilty of offences
against the election. law? “Why net
put them ‘all on the same footing? Let
every election be enquired into, if
there be the slightest suspicion as to
its legality; but, above all, end the
"saw-qfﬂ.f’ 4
“To all ‘this the Colonist gives its
unhesitating: assent. We suppose that
it never will be possible to secure elec-
tlons so conducted that there will be

no improper means at all employed on
behalf of candidates; but if the prac-

tice of ‘“sawing off” petitions were
prevented, the chance of ' corrupt
methods being:resorted to would be
materially diminished. How would it
do to forbid the withdrawal of an el-
ection petition once it had been filed?
The law might be changed so that the
forfeiture of the deposit that accom-
the suit were discontinued. but now-
a-days $1,000 is not a sufficiently large

i

He drew-{

sum to stand in the way of a with-
drawal. < ?

THE U, 8. TARIFF

An influeatial element in the United
States is undisguisedly anxious as to
the effect of the new duties on pulp
and paper, and generally upon ‘im-
ports from Canada. The effect of the
new tariff will be to‘impose an ad-
ditional duty of ‘310,600,000 upon $42,-
000,000 worth of goods imported from
Canada, assuming the business Dbe-
tween the two couatries to be the
same in amount as last year, The
policy which has led to this state of
things is the outcome of the demand
of the paper mills “of ‘the " United
States for protection. Pulp wood is
growing scarce in the United. States,

_and the demand for_ pulp for . the
.manufacture of paper is rapidly In-

creasing. Canada has  supplied ‘a
great deal of the wobd, and ‘the sev-
eral -provinecial -governments ..reached
the conclusion’ that it'was unwise to
permit. the unrestricted ‘export of the
raw_material. This meant that larger
paper mills would be erected in the
Dominion to supply the United States
market. There is nething at all un-
réasonable - gr< ‘musudl “in; cthis. A
country has a right to use its own re-

}soufces in’'sich & way as will | best

promote the interests of.its (fwn ‘peo-
ple: No one pretends- to. demy  this.
But ‘the. United States sénators

‘thought that they could coerce Can-
ada into permitting the continued ex-

portation of pulp wood. The result
was ‘the reverse of what was antici-
pated. Quebec agreed to join Ontario
in prohibiting its’ export, and as none
can ‘be exported front British Colum-
bia, there only remain New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia to get into line to
stop the exportation of this wood en-
tirely,. for the forests of the Pacific
Provinces need not af present be
taken into account in this connection.
Hereafter paper made in Canada wilt
be subjected to a regular duty of $3.75

‘a ‘ton and a retaliatory duty of $2.00

per ton. We fancy that' the people
of Canada can regard such a condi-
tion of things with perfect equanimity
and we venture the prediction'thatthe
United States will be a_large impor-
‘er “of :Canadian paper ‘for the people
must’ have paper and they will have

- te- pay ' the” extra ~pricel - We do not

think there is the least reason on' our
side of the line for any concern as to
the effect of the Payne Tariff on the
pulp and paper industry. . Our wisest
policy seems to be to “stand pat.” In
regard to the general increase in-du-
ties and imports from Canada, it is
too soon to say if thereby the im-
perts from: this country will be de-
creased. /We.haveidoubt én that point.]
The “increase- was“put ' on-in the hope
that' it “would reompel 3he‘Domtn£gn,
to let the United States paper manu-
facturers come over here and eat

down, ‘o¥ir ¢ fo B ¢ Johw ¢ Worrs,
chairian o} the et} n i{f‘w‘ pa.pg:
Publishers ;Asspciation, ﬁMtea ’
general  tariff war -‘betiween’ the two
countries and he says of it: s

Canadian retaliation will strike
American exports as varying as cogl
and cotton iron and meat, fruit and
automobiles, oil and live.stock. = But
the most serious feature of the pros-
pective war is that .which affec
wood products, valued at $30,000,000,
brought into the United States, fromm
the Dominion.

Directly or indireetly all the masses
who read for amusement or instruc-
tion, must pay a tax‘upon knowledge
for the benefit of derelict paper mills
and trade between the two countries
is to be paralyzed.

A BEER WAR.

If we may believe the comic papers
and comic plays, a German without
his beer is an unthinkable thing. Evi-
dently it is -not quite 'as universal a
beverage as some:folk pretend to be-
lieve, for we find that the average Ger-
man only drinks 30 gallons a  year,’

while the . natives of Bavaria cannot |

get along with: less' than 50. Clearly
therefore, ‘Germany coiild . drink more
beer if it wanted to, The prospects
are that less instead of more will. be
drunk, for' we learn that a strong total
abstinence movement is in progress.
It is not a moral movement or a step
towards social reform, but is only a
protest against__ the increased price of
the national beverage. The people,
who have the determination of Ger-
man policy, having décided to have
as big an’'army ‘and as big’'a navy as
possible,: necessarily ‘begany to look
around for the money to pay for them.
They might have raised some of it one
way and some in another, and so they
essayed to do; but the surest way of
getting it 'seemed t6 be.to inyite every
patriotic - German to eontribute . his
share to the public exchequer every.
time he emptied a stein: Of course
the brewers had to pay the tak in the'
first instance; if the government had
provided that no man c¢ould drink a
glass of beer without first .buying a
revenue ~stamp, things wmight have*
been different; but Gexjmﬁ.n ingenuity

was not equal to the devising of such
a scheme, and accordingly the brewers
were called upon to.pay. Now there
is one almost infallible rule about ex-
cise or customs dues, the man who
pays them in the first instance col-
lects the ‘money from some one else.
So the German brewers put .up the
“price of beer. Not only did they put
it up sufficiently to recoup themselves
in the new tax, but they added a per-
centage to cover a previous tax. vThh
was more than the people would stand
.and we are told:

The consequence is that a boycott
movement of enormous difnensions has
sprung up and that abstinence is be-
ing both eloguently preached and rig-
orously practised in the interests of
indulgence. *

form on the Rhine. Here beth
Socialistic and non®Socialistic - trade
unions, as well as the clerks’ associa-
tions, have put a ban upon all houses
of refreshments where the retail price
of beer has been raised in a hi r
ration than is strictly justified by’ the
new duty. L

As a result,” the trade of ~many
breweries has sunk to half of what it
was. The brewers have now retail-
ated by threatening to lock out their
workmen unless an agreement is
promptly come to with the trade uni-
ons. a

At Bochum, so it is announced to-
day, a large proportion of the public-
ans, who for a week or two had had
their pumps standing idle at the in-
creased rates, have gone back to the
old prices. The news ran around
like wildfire, and soon all of the beer
houses in question were filled by re-
joicing crowds, eagerly attempting to
make up for lost time. Koy

The Socialist' leaders are trying . to
induce their followers to pledge them-
selves to total abstention till the new
tax is repealed and replaced by one
which only touches;  the wealthier
classes.

Capt. Bernier went 'a long way
north. He says he did not reach the
North Pole, and he thus affords an
example of an Arctic explorer whose
word will be unhesitatingly accepted.

R

The despatch sent out from London
that the British government had de-
cided to go to the assistance of Spain
in her difficulties in Merocco must be
received with caution. At the same
time the situation is full of difficulties.
There may be something under the
surface of events not known to out-
side observers.. - 2

Commenting upon |possifile changes
in ‘the ‘directorate of thé_'gﬁ:&d Trunk
Railway, the Torontd Star says that
possibly some light may be thrown
upon the resignation of Mr. F. W.
Morse, formerly vice president of the
"Grand Trunk Pacific. The Star says
that his'resignation was ‘bPelieved te”
have been forced by the Dominion
government.

i The Ottawa Citizensuggests that.the
.Colonist . cannot: have -seen -Sir. Fred-
erick Borden: in ‘all his: glory, or it
would not have been dazzled by the
splendor of Jdalio's dExecutive 'and his
staff.i Itthis s ru;z and ;ﬁ% hope 'fé,js
not, it is our-edrnest prayer 4hat, be-
fore the gallant Minister of Miltia
comes before,our range of vision, we
may have due notice, 50 as to provide
| ourselves with smoke g}dbses. He must
be as “terrible 48 an army with ban-
ners.” b

The marking of the 141st Meridian,
which forms the boundary between
the Yukon and Alaska 4§ proceeding
as rapidly as cquumsta.fnq’efs; will per-
mit. . The marking of the #3th paraliel,
which is the boundary: ‘hetween the
United States and Cangfla from the
‘Gulf’ of Georgia to the Lake of the
Woods is yery nearly compléted. Cast
iron' monuments are being' erected at
intervals of a mile and a half. Good
progress is also being made with the
marking of the boundary between Que-
bec and New Brunswick and the ad-
joining states. i’

it

! The news that Spain is about to de-_
clare.! .war: against “Morocco is dis-
quieting. Just at the present time war
‘anywhere, in whieh Buropean powers
are concerned, is Hkely, to prove dan-
gerous to the peace of:the world. A
conflict between 'Sptiln and Morocco,
if it could be confined to them, would
not be very serious, but its result could
hardly fail to disturb ‘territorial con-
ditions around the Mediterranean. - A
report was recently put in circulation
that Spain had agreed to place her
possessions opposite Gibraltar at the
disposal of Great Britain in case the
latter should need. them _for military
purposes at any time. It is known
that Germany, feels that’she ought to
be consulted in any. question affecting
northern Africa, and the interests
of France in Algeria make it impos-
sible for the either to remain a disin-
terested spectator of anything con-

cerning  Morocco. These things may
easily combine to create an, exceeding-
ly difficult situation, if Spain and
Moroceo go to war, although no doubt
the éfforts of the Great Powers would
be to isolate the struggle as far as
possible.

Been Shooting?

in every
bruise
Well, rub in

BOWES’
Liniment

the finest procurable,—it quick-
ly cures tHese pains, rheumatism
lumbago, swellings, etc. 25¢ at
THIS STORE ONLY.

- ' ?

aor lameness?

CYRUS H. BOWES, CHEMIST

1228 Government Street

Near Yates Street

WEILER BROS. |

5 Floors of Home Comforts

At Victoria’s Pairest Prices—Always

WEILER BROS.

The struggle has taken' its sharpest {|

askets and Baskei Values of Worth

SEE THEM IN THE WINDOW TODAY—PRICED TO CLEAR IN A HURRY

‘ I \AKE a glance at our Government Street window and see these excellent new

arrivals in baskets.
figures that’ll prove no -great strain upon your bank account.
. the whole lot in a hurry, hence these decidedly interesting pricings.

Latest ideas are shown and we have priced these at
We want to clear

Such baskets as these are needed in every home, and when you get such
style combined with usefulness and priced at such little prices you should have
one in YOUR home. See the window full and then come inside and see the values.

WORK BAS_KETS; at $1 and S
COVERED WORK:BASKETS, at .
WASTE PAPER BASKETS, at each, §

$rorg, Srasmand vas o

JABY BASKETS, with tufted satin bottoms
and satin ribbon, at viiid i D0
BABY BASKETS, at $1.75, $1.50 and $1.25
FLLOWER BASKETS, at 5oc, 40¢ and......30¢
KNIFE BASKETS; at 75cand .... ...00¢

You'll Like This Beautiful “Old Abbey” Limoges China

We Are Now Showing Some of the Daintiest China Ever Displayed In This City

TO SAY that youwll like this “Old Abbey” Limoges china is putting it mildly,
into raptures over its daintiness, unless you

we think—you'll go
are differently constituted to those homekeepers who

have seen it during the past few days. Limoges china of such quality has never before been shown in

this city at these prices.

rations are just as dainty and-as fine as you'll find on china priced much higher than these:

The values are the best we have ever shown in this class of.china and the deco-

Make an

effort to visit the first floor and see these offerings.

BON BONS at, each 75¢ to

SUGARS AND CREAMS, pair $4.to............. $2.50

SALAD BOWLS, each $4 to
CAKE PLATES, at each $3 to

TEA PLATES, doz. $15 to

CHOCOLATE SETS—14 pieces at
CUPS.AND:SAUCERS at $2 and :
CHOCOLATE CUPS AND SAUCERS a

The Pieces Below Have Plain Decoration of Gold Band and Relief

PLATES, at per doz. $9 to ..
CUPS AND SAUCERS;

CHOCOLATE CUPS AN
CELERY TRAYS, at each
NAPPIES, at each .. .s... .

v

er doz.

SAUCERS, doz. ..« ..

....$1.25
... $1.25

CAKE PLATES at each

BOWLS, at each 5
SUGARS AND CREAMS, at per pair ... $2.00
BREAD PLATES, at each ... 81.50
MAYONNAISE DISHES, at each ..icciisviiions . 40€

Stylish Dressing Tables Priced at $16

These Useful Furniture Items Are Reqsonab‘y Priced Here =~ .

‘ The lady folk find the dressing table a mdst convenient article of the bedroom’s furnishings—find

it almost indispensable after they have used one for a while.
tures appreciated by any woman—are personified in these.

We have dressing tables—stylish ones—priced at little prices,

Convenience ‘and comfort—two feas

so reasonably priced’::in'fé:ct that

almost any home may have this in the bedroom. Come in and let:us show you ag‘aafffa’itng ress- .

ing tdble

mirror of best quality, priced at ... AW

Another very attractive dressing table at a popular price
square-shaped, bevel plate mirror.
We have this in Mahogany at

GRIND YOUR OWN COFFEE WITH
You'll Get Better Coffee—Know What You Drink

Gr‘ind your own coffee and know just what sort of a mixture you are drinking
— know thHat there isn’t a preponderance of “chicory.” Then, too, it is:better to
be freshly ground—you get the best flavor from the freshly ground. ‘

We héyi;e lately/ received a shipment of “Parker” coffee mills—the best make of i
small hand }’mills. We show 7 styles at 6 prices, and little prices too. Come in and
They are priced at—

let us show you' these.

'50¢, 60¢, 90¢, $1.20, $1.25, $1.50

in either Golden Oak or Mahogany finish, with drawer and a large, s

peal
(s ¢ s, 18.00
; is ‘this oné—has one-drawer and a large
Made bf Golden Oak and finely finished.  Priced at. ...$25.00
ieain .- $26.00

Door Mats
BEST QUALITY COCOA

14 X 24 in., at $1.25 and. ......90¢
16 x 27'in., at $1.50and. . .. .$1.25
18 x 30 in., at-$1.80 and.....$1.50
20 x 33 in.; at $2.25 and...:. 81T
.22 x.36 in.; at $2.75 and $2.00
24 x 39 in., at $3.25 aud.,....B2Z.50
26 x 42.in., at $3.75.and. ... . $3.00
28 x 45 in., at $4.5p and.....$3.50'
30 x 48 in,, at-$5.00 and.....$4.00
SKELETON . COCOA DOOR

THESE

JOSEPH RODGERS & SONS,
“BUTLER'S”,

The_World’s Leading Cutlery Makers

Are Represented In This Store’s Offerings

The world’s best cutlery makers are represented in this cutlery department of
ours—those whose products are backed with a guarantee of satisfaction, those
makers who have a world-wide reputation for quality.

Every necessary home need in 'cutlery is offered, and in big assortments. Our
offerings in table cutlery are worthy of inspection. The choice offered is broad
indeed and not equalled elsewhere in the city, all sizes and styles being kept.-
Then in butcher knives, cooks’ knives, bread knives, etc., you’ll find great choice.
Such renowned makers as -the following have contributed to the showing—all
have national reputations for good quality:

MATS are very  popular “with
many. A We show some excel-
lent: mats in this, style. = Quite
a choice of prices, for we have
them at 85¢, $1, $1.25, $1.50
WIRE MATS—16 x 24 in... $1.25
. WIRE MATS—18 x.30 in.. .$1.756
WIRE MATS—22 x 36 in...$2.50
WOOIL BORDERED COCOA
MATS make a very attractive
mat style and are much favored
door mat, styles. .We show an
excellent range with the prices

ranging at— i

$1.25, $1.50, $2, $2.50 $5
WIRE MATS—26 x 48 in...$4.00
OTHERS up to ...........$7.00

BY THE YARD, at........$3.75

SOUTHERN & RICHARDSON,
JOHN DERBY.

" Don’t Miss These Interesting Furniture Pieces -

"These Early English finished bedroom furniture pieces, in the Mission ‘design, offer an easy solution.of the q,u'e_stidﬁ

“How can I have a bedroom that’s different?”

Mission and has become quite popular.
These pieces would -do much to make an attractive bedroom.

Mission furniture.

DRESSER — E. E. finish.
drawers with wood pulls:.
Priced at, each

CHIFFONIERE—E. E. finish.

at, each

~SOMNOE—E.! E. finish.

at, each AR

Has 2 large and 2 small
Square bevel plate mirror. 8

Has a bevel plate mir-
ror, 4 large and 2 small drawers. Wood pulls. Priced

' The Early English finish is a pleasing medium between golden oak’and
There’s an absence of “Deadness” so ‘displeasing in the former finish given
See them on the third floor. .
CHIFFONIERE—E. E. finish. Has 4.large and 2 smail
drawers and large mirror. Old brass trimmings, Priced
at, fie o d 0 s qas p AR Cath s AR
DRESSING TABLE — E. E. finish, - Has “large- bevel
plate mirror and 2 drawets. = Price.. s .#... ... .. 824
CHIFFONIERE—E. E. finish. Has 4 large and 2 small
drawers. Wood pulls. Price......

$30

Out-of-Town Orders Are Packed and Shipped Prdmptly——F ree of Charge

Out-of-the-city. d\&:ellers arc.reminded that. we pack and ship promptly all orders entrusted to our care and make
no.charge for packing and shipping.- Get our magnificent new catalogue and reap the advantage-of buying from a big
city store—the largest complete home furnishing store in Western Canada. :

[+

eveliplate « .o

WEILER BROS.

Home Furnishers Since "62

Compare our regular, all-the-year-round prices with any
sz.lle or clearance prices; remember we give 5 per cent cash
discount and quality of goods, then—use your own judgment.

WEILER BROS.

Home Furnishers Since '62
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iF MAY RETIRE |
FROM LEADERSH

Rumor in Circulation in Refg
ence to Lord Lans-
downe

LONDON, Oct. 8.—An extr
rumor is in circulation to th
that the Marquis of Lansdown
shortly resign the leadership o
Unionist party in the House of L
in which case Earl Cawdor would
chosen to succeed him. This startl
development of the political situa
ts believed to be due to Lord La.
downe's unwillingness to assume
responslbmty for tllxe rejection of
Budget. This cautious policy s
to be resented by some of
Tory peers.

Lord Lansdowne hag never enjo
the confidence of the House of Lo
in the sameé degree as the late L
galisbury did. He is not a Tory, cli
still to the name of Liberal, and rig
]y preserves his own separate Libd
Unionist organization. His cauti
mildness does not satisfy the ba
pench peers, who want a robuster
more defiant lead. They broke a
from him in scores a few weeks
in the atvision that followed the ¢
scription debate, and are ready now
flout his authority in other matt
Lord Lansdowne, but they cannot
¥ree Trade leanings, and this is p|
bably the head and front of his
fending. Tariff Reformers have
confidence in either Mr. Balfour
Lord Lansdowne, but they canot
without :Mr, Balfour. His “great §
ents are essential to them, though
moderate opinions they abhor.” T
are determined, however, to superc
Lord Lansdowne, and the preseny
thought to be a suitable occasion
the purpose. Mr. Balfour himself
the greatest confidence in Lord Laj
downe, and there is warm recipr
regard between the two men. Bu
is very doubtful whether he can s
him from the consgpirators.

it s significant that TLord TLal
downe has not said a word in the
portant debates . that have rece
taken, place in the House of Loj
Lansdowne's leadership of the Ho
is very acceptable to the staider 4§
more responsible peers, and t
will resist any attempt to suppl
him.

O

PER T 2 b R o o o e e o g
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2| comMon PEOPLE'S
;} MAN

PR T O O I o g g g

“I have the pleasure of presen
to. you Mr. Will Crooks, M. P., 8
the president of the Canadian club.

And then up rose a pair of pond
ous shoulders: and a roughly he
head, with a tremendous amount
black hair and beard, though the bid
is beginning to be shot through w
silver. The shoulders didn’t rise v
high—for Mr. Crook’s stature does
run to many cubits—but their brea
was very impressive, as they oo
over the heads of the crowd of

. that carried their seats up as close
possible to the table of hpnor, filll

" the aisles between the ‘tables wit
sea of heads dver which floated a
of smoke. And the way these
shoulders swayed with every mo
ment of the famous Labor leader,
one in mind of blacksmiths swing
a heavy hammer at wayside forges

_“T'll_bet he has stood over an
vil,” sald a man near me.

And it would have been a safe
too, for Will Crooks started the h
life of a wage earner of the poor
apprentice to a blacksmith. From Y
he rose to be a cooper, a trade he p
ticed for many years, so that he co
honestly and painfully by those
shoulders and gnarled hands, just as
comes by his deep insight into the
of the common people, his quive
sympathy with their trials and ne
and his stern resolution to mend tj
wrongs. 80 far as in him lies.

“Gentlemen of the Canydian Cluj

Everyone sat up with a start.
so beautiful a Cockney accent
before heard out of London? The
flections were Cockney, the accent,
phrases and all were marked by
peculiarities which flourish  wi
sound of Big Ben. The voice was
low and clear, a little high-pitched
an English voice, but with a finera
As the speaker went on it would so
times drop to a conversational tg
and then, again in the stress of fee|
it would ring out till the room see
‘to quiver. And the tone was alw
the Bast-end Londoner.

As for the matter of the speec
80 formal a word may be used to 4
cribe so very informal a talk—it
the unaffected chat of a man who
talking about the biggest thing in
world to him, the lives and needf
the ppor who work and the poorer
can’'t get it to do, the “common {
ple,” to use his own phrase; to w
interest he has devoted his life.
wasn't oratory, there were no nig
balanced periods, there was no
‘tempt at formal argumentation,
subtle distinctions and clear-cut
finitions. It was a rough and re
sort of speech, full of hit and miss
guments, touches of rollicking hu
and other touches of the crude, bl
‘ing pathos of lives led in comm
‘place suffering. Will Crooks’ hu
‘is perhaps his most distinctive
pervading feature as a speaker.
4t is not merely the sort of hu
which finds expression in interpolg
anecdotes, however good. It is
‘humor which is a state of mind,
humor which is a compound of shre
mess and courage and unlimited pi
ence, the humor of the great com
ipeople.

His pathos is of the same stamp.
is raw and even brutal at times, ¥
its descriptions of strong men who
#fer Christ’s syke, buy a mat, guv
~—the kiddies are starvin’, an’ by G4
1 can’t stand it,” and its wretched
men who come wailing for bread ¥
famished little waifs clinging to t
skirts and asking for something to
Al this is crude, uncultured stuff,
kind of thing we don’t like to t
@about—very bad form to speak o
especially at table. But Will Crg
doesn’t care an awful lot about fdg
and he does care with all the stre
of his nature for the starving “kidd
and the men who are eating out t
hearts for the work that doesn’t ¢

them; and so he has grown intd
awkward habit of getting up in
son and out, and telling people t
things and asking what is to be d
about it. And whether you like i
not, he makes you think about it,
as he held the members of the C4g
dian club on Tuesday, and made t
consider this awful problem and its
fluence on the future of the Empif




