members of Whitby Grange have met
together annually for the purpose of

enjoying a pleasant outing in the form’

of a picnic or garden party. The event

of this year took place on Wednesday
last on the lake shore, says the Toronto Weekly
Sun in a recent issue. In addition to the mem-
bers of the local grange, there were present
visitors from Kinsale and Columbus Grange
and a number of others not identified with the
organization. :

The principal feature of the afternoon was
an address by E. C. Drury, lecturer of the Do-
minion Grange, on. the privileges of Canadian
citizenship and the responsibilities going there-
with. - The main points-made. by Mr. Drury
may be thus symmarized: - :

Within the Jast fifty years the first perfect

' system of demodgacy has been established. For
the firstitime mdp, because he is a man, has
been given a shaté in the governing of -his
country. In no country has this privilege been
so fully accorded as in Canada.
this country has a share in governing the state
—each citizen is & sovereign. Natural condi-
tions add to the advantages going with citizen-
ship.  We have a population hand-picked from
Europe, made up of those who possessed the
courage and endurance necessary to enable
our forefathers to overcome the physical diffi-
culties inseparable from .creating homes in a

_virgin forest. We have in forest, field and mine
resources without parallel. We also haye as a
country youth on our side; and we have not, as
they have in the United States, a ,race question
to vex us. . "

Each man in

The - privileges “so conferred- convey with

them duties and obligations which cannot be
escaped. K- these :duties’ and responsibilities
are appreciatéd to the full there will be realized
in this country the dreéam of the best minds: of
humasnity. If we fail in realization; the bless-
ings, which ‘have been _secured for udby those
who ‘have gone, will be:lost and:the last state
will ‘be worse than the first. < e R

H-we are 'to make. the most of -the:oppor-
tunities -open-to’ u1s several: things must be
guarded:against. - The first of theSe is material-
ism..-'Wealth® alohe has never madeta nation
great and wealth, unless assisted by ‘moral
qualities, cannot make a great nation of this
Dominion. B N
- Corrtiption and self-seeking i

must: also be guarded against.

dependent of the two great parties, it is. the

bounden  duty of ‘each good citizen ‘to .guard:
again$t. corruption. “and ‘the disposition to use

n‘l,\})gbﬁc; affairs
No. matter 10
which party we belong, or whether we stand in- - {am
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wealth of the country. A few men own more
_ than is good "either:for themselves or ‘the na-
“tion, while many have too little. ‘How has
“this state of-affairs been brought-about? Large-
Iy thro:% the indifference of the masses, which
« has:resulted in allowing 2. few to .exploit the
¢ national resources for personal benefit. We
“have lately’ been developing 2 millionaire class
“in this country ‘as ‘well. . How hasthis class
‘been created? By the giving of bounties, bo-

Unuses, and railway subsidies ' v
. -Another means, by jvh’icﬁ wg ate creating an

extremely wealthy -clags #8: thfovgh i, tariff.

Politicians tell us-that the tariff is out of politics,
and it is well this is:So, because we are more

_likely to look.at that question through clear

seeing eyes under sucli ¢onditions than if we
vere blitided by party prejudice. From a sys-
“tem of “protection farmers have abgolutely
- nothing to gaifl. “We are'in the one remaining
“coufitsy it which-are vast unexploited agricul-

_tural fesources.” We will' produce a surplus

the machinery of government for personal gain.-  of foodstuffs for export longer than any other

Let those who_belong to one party begin work
by cleansing:at home. - This is a2 duty which de-
volves in a. special sense upon farm
drawing their sustenance from the sail as the
do, they are attached-to the land in which they
live as no other class is. . i R

The -greatest evil of all against which :we
must be on guard is indifferencé.. Too many
men take their opinions ready 'made, because
they are too lazy to think &learly for themselves.
With a reading, thinking eitizenship,.our-‘coun=
try would be safe; it will never De safe until we
have such. It'is said that in the United: States
one per cent of the people own one-half the

.- price of that.which the farrer.

; country. Thatcbeing so, no matter what tariff
“ fhay. be’ imposed. against agricultural imports

cominig intg: Canada, it gam'g “increds¢: the

s to sell. It is
different in the case of the manufacturer. In
addition -to- the ‘goods ‘manufactured ‘at home,

“we: import: very ‘largely from abroad, and the

-duty upon inported goods not only adds to-the
price.at which-the imports are sold, but en-
ablés ‘the -home manufacturer to bring his price

. up 40 a correésponding levek - Few realize the
extént of the buxfden'%rotqction;impdspé»..upon
consumers,’and miore particilarly uponfarmers.
We profest against the increasing.expenditures

-go0ds enabled the home manufactiurer to charge

. worth of woollens sold by him to the Canadian

“the tariff enjoyed by them.. > .-

by government, and justly so, but we are pay-. than ever before, and 'still the rural populatio,
ing in excess profits, owing to the ‘existence of - of Canada has decreased by 50,000 in fen year..
a protective -tariff, one. hufidred and seventy - That'is one. result of protection. Another
million doflars a year ($28 per head); or a good ! that we are; in this country,.as in the Unitc:
deal morerthan the cost. of carrying.on.the Do- ~ States, creating a class of ‘pegple who ha:
minion [government, Farmers pay not only  more wealth than is good for them, a class such,
their share of this, but in many cases they pay - as in Pennsylvania-produced a Thaw.
that of ‘professional: men ‘as well; and, in addi- . . I have a different ideal for, this countr
tion to:all this,” they are forced to pay their . from that set up by those rdponsible for th.
hired help- wages made, unduly high by reason - policy of pretection. My idealis a’ country in
of competition created by bounty-aided and tar- | which: the agricultural resources: are proper
iff-fed industries, Jom et catilized and in which - trbad’ industries, suitel
Take the woollen industry as a’case in point.. ' to éur conditions, develop as a fatural consc-
In 19o6-there were 129 woollerr factoriés in this - quence.” Canada is at the crossroads. Along
country ;- the “capital ‘invested amounted ‘t6 = which line is our nationat course te be directe>
$6,038,683 ; the value of product was $3,764,600, G AT g :
of which' $67,068 worth was exported, leaving
$5,606,632 for home' comsumption. Our 'im-
ports of woollens were largely in excess'of the =
total amount manufactured in Canada. Thus
the tariff ‘'of thirty per cent on impaorted woollen

e T R 0.5

 DERRESSION IN IRELAND.

; ’]oséph Tatlow, railway manager, at a sit-

ting of the Viceregal - Commission® on Irish
Railways in Dublin, painted an eéxceedingl:

that amount in excess of i_air.;marl;gt Sadtee for gloomy picture of declining Ireland. - He re-
o

2 : et S h erred to the dearth of great industries and to
nearly five and three-quarter mitfion . dollars the declining population.

He said that in the fifteen years from 18q:
to 1906 the population had decreased to the ex-
tent of 202,370, or 6.25 per cent, while during
the same period the population of England and
“Wales had increased by 5,461,197, or '18.17 per
cent, and Scotland had increased by 689,825 or
17,00 per:cent.

But with reference to industries Mr. Tat-

: Sed e % low was able to hold.out the hope that they
What is-the -result of this policy? < There were likely to improve. The milling trade was
are two: results. -BHespite the application:of ma- .increasing in a marked degree and there were
chinery to ‘farm-labor, farmers could employ great possibilities also in the Irish timber
more men on’ a-given Humber ‘offacres today trade. :

consumer: The excess af price on-home-made
woollens, dite to the existénce of this thifty per °
cent tariff, amounted to ‘$1,708,080; while the
wage bill"was only $1,190,000.  The excess of
profit, due to the tariff, was $518,060 more than
the :wages paid.  And still woollen- manufac-
turers demand-an increase to fifty: per cent in

Civilization In Danger

Very remarkable and thought-provok-
_ing articl¢, entitled “Civilization in
Danger,” appears in the July issue of
the . always-interesting “Hibbert
' Journal.” Itis by M. Rene-L. G_erar:l,
% an “avocata la Cour ¥'Appel, Licge.
If Liege has many more philosophers: of the
“same kind she is fortunate, S
. His ‘object /isto_point otit what he calls
“the gradual- disappearance ~of human  in-
€qualities,” 'and’ -the possible cox}seqﬁenges.
These consequences-are indicated in the title
of his-article, “Civilizationin. Danger,” or, as
e puts it elsewhere, “There is reason to fear
that the process of social levelling may have
for its result a state of universal mediocrity;
and this would mean the ruin of our civiliza-
‘tion.”
. M. Gerard first poinfs out how striking
have been the changes in Social Uniformity.
- YHardly fifty years ago civilized humanity,”
he says, “was composed of a certain number of

groups that Were easily recognized and poss=

essed strongly-marked characteristics. With-
in the limits of evefy community ‘the various
gocial tlasses; sharply differentiated from one
another apd - clearly ' subordinated . in ' their
fanks, mingled but little,cand were kept apart
by their mode of - life, education, .and, even
dress.” -y B e
Today, however, “‘a stranger arriving : in
Furope for the first tirhe would ‘surely.be un-
able to distinguish among the crbwds which
throng our streetsson Sunday, masters * from
servants, !
classes of society are clothed indiscriminately
in garments of one type, and even in the re-
moter country - districts, ‘where until recently
the costures of the past:still survived, - the
uniform dress of the modern man has reduced
‘originality and diversity to the rank of a
souyenir.” ; , ;
. “In another direction the Iow price of
manufactures makes it possible to introduce
cven into poor homes almost all the articles
of furniture formerly reserved for the houses

of ‘the privileged classes.” So’ with amuse-:

ments, “Man has become impersonal. *The

“man ‘whom we are going to meet round'the

next turning is no longer soldier, magistrate,
" artisan, but quite simply the man of today.”

. .So in the Intellectual Sphere. “Go back a
century and a half, and you find that instruc-
tion was teserved for 4 select few. 'The poss-
ession of knowlege is no longer a mark of
superiority.  Henceforth (it is the possessio,
if not of all; at least . of most, Education,

ipgiemesed o be ‘mark of superiority, has

: ‘also fo'bea weapon in the daily strug-
gle for existence. The state of not being ig-
norant, or even that of possessing a moderate
endowmeént of general knowledge, is a minor
advantage in the gaining of a livelihood. It
avails no longer to be acquainted with many
things; it is more advantageous to know only
one, but to know it thoroughly, and to con-
centrate upon it. ‘In other words, specializa-
tion is necessary. ' -

“Specialization arises on the one hand from
the new extension of human knowledge and an
the other from the needs of the economic
struggle. Not only are our braing hopelessly
incapable of absorbing the accumulated gains
of 'science, but the necessity. of ‘remunerative
work ‘prevents even those who desire to do-so
from paying-attention to that which lies. out~
side the particular business by which . they
live. Specialization, therefore, will increasc
in exact proportion to the further growth of
human knowledge.” gt

nssem The cultivat

man is_disappearing. In
% ¥4 * ;

rulers’ from- ruled.  » .. 0 Al

‘be higher classes. They ‘
nounced the speech which becomes an elite in.

4 . r ; ; 1@ realizati
“As instruction ?rcadg culture diminishes” ‘racies. The highest class “today is. a mere

proportion as the individual devélops along the
path he has chosen as the means to his end the
level of general knowledge descends through
sheer want of opportunity.  Henceforth cul-
ture is like a luxury.

\ “Even the graduates of universities “out-
side their own subject are often deficient in
intellectual  curiosity and the power of;com-

< prehension, -And for  this.reason they, like

their servants and. the - neighboring shopy
keepers, are slaves to their daily paper.” .

So M. Gerard concludes that, “alongside |

of the levelling process in things material, our
age 18 producing an.intellectual uniformity by
substituting -an - instructicn freely distributed

among all in place of the culture reserved for.

a*minority.”

The most serious -eontention the . writer
makes is his third—that there is'a moral un-
iformity, and that a low one. The others;
perhaps, are not serious by themselves, but ac-
companied by a low morality the situation is
greatly altered. ; :

.

. "It is good indeed to fove life and the
whole of life; . ', For .the ' crowd the
idea ‘of happiness never ‘extends beyond a
limited circle' of immediate and tangible sat-
isfactions which can e bought with money.
.+« .. Buccess under its most brutal form,
which is ‘monetary success, has almost be-
come the exclusive object of universal @ en-
deavor.. . 4 . It is'the first time in his-
tory that utilitarianism has transformed it-
self into.a dogma and become dominant
everywhere. Utilitarian interestsirule even the
politics of natiogs, ‘

“Utilitarian ‘interests are on the eve of
causing all that lies beyond them to be for-
gotten. In the collective life the principal
elements which comprise the greatness of a
people, which uphold the level of its civiliza-
tion, and confer value on its intellectual and

artistic work are being neglected. In the”’

individual life nobody troubles to ‘ask himself
whether, in'a civilization ' turned = exclusively
in the ‘direction of wealth, there remains any
longer a place for art or beauty, or even for
happiness. Men deliberately forget that the
gratification’ of “ material wants' does not
achieve the happiness of a being ‘who is really
civilized, and that the Greeks, who held the
first place ‘among the 'peoples for: intelli-
gence and for the'art, were. probably - also the
happiest of them all.” : g

M. Gerard declares that while “the level-

ling of society is . especially evident in. the’

slow ascent of the masses to better condi-
tions in moral and intellectual respects;” on
the contrary, it is being realized by the low-
ering of the elite to a\ﬁ‘:vel with all ‘the rest.”

“To offer resistance to the general tenden-
cy would be, indeed, the task of an aristocracy,
since disinterested thought is a luxury, and
because, further, the leisure and freedom of
mind which matefial independence , confers
are almost indispensable for its . cultivation.
Under the influence of this levélling pracess
the so-called governing classes have ceased to
seem to have: re-

order. that they may follow the example of .the
-crowd. Since the crowd has become the
dominant social power, the attitude of these
clagses towards it may be summed up in two
words-—Abdication and T\badyiam, i i
-“1f the- social uniformity: towards: which
we are advancing-with even swifter steps
should one day be fully aftained, it will owe
tion to the suicide of the old aristoc-

plutocracy.”

»

‘The consequence of all this, says M. Ger-
ard, i8 “the possible disappearance, after a
relatively short interval, of every kind of social
. superiority. Indeed, a governing class never
abuses itself with impuhity: an aristocracy
whose sole superiority, to. the masses which
‘iSp‘rofesses to lead is that of money is doom-
ed.” Rl
In discussing “means of defence” against
a_hurtful unifg;mityf ‘M. Gerard insists that
“it is essential t0 presefvé an aristocracy. But
in order .to survive the, aristocracy of the fu-
ture must support its ’jh%ms on superiority of
talent and of character” ther “than.™ on the
privilege of birth or off money. It niust de-
liberately endeavor fo"Be, “before all“elsé;' " an
aristocracy of the intellect.” ! bl

‘““The aristocracy of “‘the intellect ‘exists
‘already, but it facks ¢ohesion "and is “uncons
scious of the necessity of fighting to avoid
being submerged by the demoeratic flood. It
fails to sée that the prerogatives of talent and
merit, being léft undefénded, are slowly ap-
proaching the verge of ‘extinction. It is not
too late to establish & strong combination of
forces in ‘Opposition to’ universal mediocrity.
In this endeavor the help of writers and ar-
" tists ‘wounld be essential, but upon one condi-
tion—they ‘must be men of culturé rather
than specialists. . . .The aristocracy of
\the future, if it would survive, must be " an
aristocracy of feeling and of manners as much
as, and more than, an aristocracy of intellect.

“The aristocracy of - the intelleet, - artists,
women—such are the forces which may
combine for the defence of the menaced cul-
ture of mankind. The time has not yet come
to despair of the futuré of civilization. Art
and beauty, which constitute its essence, have
still too many lovers to be regarded as the
objects of a fatal threat. None the less, we
need to be -on our guard, for the perils here
indicated are very real, and they increase from
day to day.” %

“Public Opinion” would be delighted to
act as the journal of such an aristocracy as
M. Gerard foreshadows,

Y
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. AS BAD AS OUR DOUKHOBORS
" ‘Every man’s hand’is ag’:i'ugt a band’ of
Macedonian' gypsies who haye
become wedged in between three countries,

Germany, Holland, and' Belgium, in that curi-/

ous’ ’xfelgtr‘al‘é,tefrit()‘!fy:‘mnm‘ed Moresnet, & cor-
ner which was forgoften in the general Euro-

mn yrmaﬁgemmt'_aﬁ& Napoleon’s down:-

Froftier guards of three nationalities sur-
round the place, with orders to ' prevent ‘the
_party at any cost from passing on ‘to other

ound. The gypsies’ case has become the sub-
ject of diplomatic negotiations betweern Ger-
.many and Turkeéy, but as anything connected
with Macedonia spells® delay, the ‘unhappy
wanderers would have been long ago starved
to death had not' some charitable souls pro-
vided them with bread. - ;s DO

Officially' no one may give them susten-
anée, and their condition last week was pit-
able. - They speak nothing® but their native
language ‘and are believed to beé inténding emi-
grants to America, but were deceived by un-
scrupulous agents andl are now trying to make
their way back to their native coungry.

£ Pty A S W ¥ ¥
- WHY SHE MOURNED.
My, Browne—“I regret to say, dear, that—
er—concerning that birthday gift I promised
you—er—diamonds are-up in price now, high-
“er than I can afford.” = :
- Mrs: Browne—“I'm 80 sorry, dear.” .
Mr, Browne—'"Yes, it is disappointing—"
~Mrs.» Browne—“Yes, it's'too bad that
~yowll have to pay, mere-than you can afford.”

i
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“that the Japanese at this jupncture are giving

ve unfortunately

_likewise requirin~ men and money. The Phil-

Japan’s Eye Is on China

# HE Paris correspondent .of the New ' And then you should never forget that a
York Times writes as follows: | A war with the ‘United States would
member-of the French military cont-
mission now in Japan has just-writ-

niean
Japan's ruid, There would be tio indemuity.
that is obvious.  The cost of operations in
ten an interesting letter'to-his friend, such a  war 'would be ‘terrific.” ommerce
M. Stephin Lausanne{'editor in chief with the United States would be at the same
of the Matin concerning the 'possibility, or -time be annihilated.' This commerce'is Japan’s
rather what he choses to believe the impossi- niost imgd;tant branch of trade. The United
bility of a-war betweeén: that country and the - States both for exports 'and imports, is at the
United States. - Thé‘letter was 'written'in res- head of the list. Japan is stillin her economic
pohse to a statement by Mr. Lausanfie:uthat infancy = -~ =i Bofuecs 6 cool b
there are /still. many well-informed people in ' ' As for the imiigration question, the Jap-
Europe who think that suckea conflict is'im- anese government asks nothing better than to

: \ A ‘ deter its su';p!r’fs"pQPulatidn"'fro;n " going to
The officer in question points out that in America dnd to"senid it into Kerea, Manchu-
the first place the Japanese dretlieleast impul- ria and Chiha instead. To rconclude, Japan

~ sive people in the world; and that'such a thing < Wants no war just now with any one. But

as public opinion does not exist. in the Mi- Wwhen she does fight, the battlefield will once
kado’'s Empire. War would only be decided 2gain be in Asia.” L
upon by the thinkers:at the head of the gov- i R /
ernment, and as they have everything to lose CONDITIONS IN RUSSIA ‘A CENTURY
and nothing to gain by an American war, it is ~ : AGO : y
incredible that they should ever undertake ;
sitéh an adventure. After pointing out the im-
possibility of Japan's carrying on a successfil
naval campaign against the Pacific littoral of honored institutions, and so shook up his sub-
the United States, the officer goes on to show jécts that on his'death, his vast and mueh ex-
that the highest success the Japanese could panded empire was left in ‘considerable con-
hope for would be the acquisition of the Phil- fusion. He did not leave it, however, with-
ippines. A ot out a fixed sydtem of government. On the
He continues: “I ~can affirm -absolitely COntrary, he created and handed down to pos-
terity the “T'chinovnik” and‘the bureaucratic
system.. Having taken care to iaake anything
like a reaction impossible, Peter I. bequeathed
to his people an alien system of administration
ill adapted to their circumstances. The inher-

.- Peter' the Great p.l_xﬁed up traditional Ris-
s1an society by the roots, dug out all her time-

no more thought to the Philippines than they
are to our own colony of Indo-China. 1 say
‘at this juncture,’ because it is absolutely sure
that if nothing hinders the development of Ja- ! i :
pan, Europeans will be driven completely from ited religion of his country, the marriage cus-
Asiatic territory, where, following America’s toms, and the national morality he undermined
example a new Monroe Doctrine will be en- | if e did not destroy. The native aristocracy,
forced. , : s pevel; very po(vlv;rful, he reduced to a state of

“But all that is for the very distant future, o o nce> and he entrusted all power to the
aind Bie Thpunbse. Nih 168 yell}; Ve #iie i i officials he had himself appointed, who were

S £ it i for the most part foreigner
eral, disdain the question of time, and are not T S SR AeS,
forckitod ‘Gx slish ki Hadlade T : Thus it came to pass that for more than a
ned to rush at things head °&g The W/ generation after the death of Peter the Great

a ) ’ A :
saese o not rait the Phiipine for seferat 8" counir whs governed by orsig 2000
¢ e 8 b 2 T turers, who pandered to th ions and vices
in the colonization of Formosa, which is far : pal 18 REOns an
; ; Ly of their sovereigns and enriched th lves at
from being completed. ' Formosa is still mak- s, o T Semse
ing Heavy draughts on men and ‘money.  Japan ¢ expense of the unfortunate people. Thesc
RS . : it R g adventures, who were real rulers of the corn-
is also working hard at the colonization of Co- (o perfected the bureaucratic * system which
rea and Manchuria, a work of vital interest, Pe-tgr 1. _had introduced ‘and forged it into 2
chain with which to keep the nation in bon-
dage. While a few rich nobles and high offi-
cials led lives of self-indulgence in St. Peters-
“burg and Moscow and squandered money right
and left, the bulk of the population were in 2
State of abject poverty.” Nine-tenths of the
inhabitants were serfs of 'soscalled country
gentlemen, whose own ‘condition was scarcely
more enviable than that of the peasant; more-
-over, famine and pestilence -stalked through
the land. - The life of the country gentleman
himself left,'as we have intimated, much to be
desired. His position had become anomalous.
Unless he formed part of the bureaucratic sys-
tem and had his place in some link'in the of-
ficial chain he had neither rank nor influence,
neithex“dev.:itie}s'i nor rlights. Even his person was
! ) HEREHUR. 41 not sacred; his only safeguard against extor-
invasion ‘of China 1s inevitable. -~ tion ahd persecutiog was 1%;; didtaﬁie from the
That is ‘why, while we speak of the “yel- supreme government.. His' life was empty in
low peril,” Japanese ‘orators speak of the  the extreme; and interests were denied him.
“white peril.” - That is why they are arming = No feudal traditions assigned’ to him his prop-
China, helping to train her growing k army, er duties and priveleges; no local assemblies
They count on China fo help them some day = were tolerated nor was his economic position
tq repulse ‘the Russian invaders, knowing that hrilliant, although his power over his serfs was
for an m:si(mite period China, hersélf, will practically unlimited, and in the majority of

ippines would be a harder propositiog still. The
Japanese would not know what to\d\u with
them, and they are willing to let rich*Ameri-
cans go ahead spending their millions in im:
provements. 1 ' ?
‘No, Japan’s zone of action is China., We
in Japan are convinced that there alone ' lie
her ambitions, The Japanese wish at any
price to be the leaders of Asia. To achieve
this end, one thing is obviously necessary, the
mastery of China. This being so, the most
dangerous enemy of Japan today is Russia.
The Japanese are perfectly 4ware that-so vast
a country as Russia is not seriously stricken,
not even by such a war as the last one.' The
Japanese’ know that Russia develops attoma-
tically in the direction of \Asia, and that he

never, sin e-handed, be a serfous military - cases his estates formed a self-contained king-
rival. All this being so, you can connt upon dom,-from which he derived nearly all his re-
it that Japas is much more concefned in the quirements without the aid of the extraneous
double-tracking of - ‘the Trans-Siberian ‘than world. These requirements, however, were on
she'is in the arrival of the American fleet. . theaverage extremely primitive and limited.
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