
To Imperialists F

HE publication of the two volumes the fir$t time fully realized, in obedience solely 
which Lord Cromer gives to his to popular clangor and out of fear of an ad- 
countrymen under the title of “Mod- verse vote in the Hbuse of Commons. The 
ern Egypt'* is an event of far more same popular sentiment which had demanded 
than mere literary interest, says the the sending of Gordon bn a forlorn hope vetoed 
London Times. It is a contribution the sending of Zobeir to his assistance ini the 

of first-rate importance to the applied science hour of his desperate necessity because, for- 
of statesmanship—a contribution for which it sooth, Zobeir’s record was tainted, and, father 
would be hard to find a parallel. For it very than abate one iota of a legitimate repugnance 
rarely happens that those who have taken a to the slave-trader, it irrationally sacrificed the 
leading part in great affairs of state are suffi- last chance of saving the Soudan from a re
cently endowed with the critical faculty and lapse into barbarism far more oppressive and 
with the judida} attitude of mind to discharge cruel than in the days of Zobeir ahd his 
what are property deemed to be the functions like. Mr. Gladstone subsequently defended the 
of the historian in regard to events which they action of his government on the ground that, 
have themselves largely controlled and directed, had they decided in favor of sending Zobeir, 
We cannot, in fact, recall any other instance of their decision would have been reversed within 
a statesman sitting down, as Lord Cromer has forty-eight hours by the House of Commons, 
done, immediately after his retirement from a and that, moreover, though their action repre- 
long and arduous term of public service, as mo- sented the judgment of the cabinet, “it was also 

£ mentons and responsible as any in the annals no less the judgment of parliament and of the 
of our Empire, and rendering account of bis people." Lord Cromer’s matured comment is 
stewardship with the detachment and circum- so cogent that his own words must be quoted : 
spection which we are accustomed to associate “Without doubt there is much truth in the ar- 
with the philosophic student rather than with gument. But there was this notable difference 
the man of action. In an introductory chapter between the government on the one side and 
Lord Cromer quotes Sir Arthur Helps to the parliament and the people on the other $ide— 
effect that half the evils of the world come from the former were weH informed of the facts and 
inaccuracy, and, in order that the British people arguments ; the latter were in a great degree 
should understand the origin and nature of the ignorant of them."
responsibilities assumed by them in Egypt dur- If Lord Cromer passes judgment in this, mat
ing the last quarter of a century, he wishes to ter against the government of the day, he does 
place them in the fullest possible possession of so assuredly from no desire to minimize his own 
facts in regard to which, as he modestly puts it, share of responsibility. No one who reads those 
he has enjoyed exceptional advantages for the pages can doubt the poignanfcy of his owqTpM 
attainment of accuracy. He has, no doubt gret that he did not himself oppose a mqre un
wisely, refrained from dealing “fully and unre- compromising resistance-to decisions of which 
servedly" with the more recent events that have he clearly foresaw the disastrous consequences, 
occurred since the accession of the present But in the reluctance which he felt on that oc- 
Khedive, except as regards the Sudan, but he casion to go to,extreme lengths in pressing his 
has nevertheless given us all that is essential own views upon those who must in the last re
fer a full understanding of the solution that has sort be responsible for the policy of the Empire 
redeemed the Egyptian problem from the blank is to be found the real key to his subsequent 
hopelessness in which it was involved when hp achievements. The strongest impression to he 
first approached à a quarter of a century ago. derived from a perusal of Lord Cromer’s vol- 
Nor is the intèrest which attaches to the sotu- umes is that the secret of his splendid success 
tkm of the Egyptian problem confined to Egypt lies in his supreme sanity, In *884 he had only 

gP it*eti. As Lord Cromer shrewdly observes, just entered upon his new duties as the repre- 
118 a great similarity in the general char- sentative of the British government in Cairo, 

S'km o£ the- abuses which spring up under If we have read him aright,.he never displayed
pastern governments wheresoever they may be a higher sense of duty than when he subordin- 

f situated ; and the broad lines which reforms ated his own judgment to that of Others, not So 
mW follow are so traced out by the common- much because he .‘mistrusted its soundness, as 

requirements of civilization that because he felCtfvtf the time-Md fiOt yet ar-:>
roust everywhere .present, a certain identity rived when he could claim to speak with ahso- 

setting forth the remedies lute authority. Some ten years later, as we 
ess fully applied in Egypt to an Oriental know, though the episode belongs to a later

polity which had been brought to the verge of period than his present work deals with', there
ruin by a persistent neglect of economic laws arose a crisis in Egyptian affairs upon which he 
as well as of the most elementary principles of did express his views with uncompromising de- 
legality and justice, Lord Cramer has supped termination. He had by that time established 
A text-book which should unquestionably be in his right to be firm, and the British govern- 
the hands of “all those who are, or who at some ment accordingly yielded to his views, Lord
future time may be, engaged m Oriental admin- Cromer could never have achieved the magni-
istration.” „ ficent record be has left behind him in Egypt

But these volumes should serve an even, ha<1 he not Possessed in ever-increasing meas- 
wider-purpose. If anything can, they ought to urc throughout his long tenure of office the 

, ' bring home to.the democracy and to thpsç who complete confidence of successive gdvern- 
gavera m its name thé immense responsibilities ments at home, to whose loyal support he Him- 
tney incur when* they allow themselves to be se££ bears handsome testimony. In this respect 
swayed'by popular passions and prejudices—let he ^as Perhap* been more fortunate than any 
alone the exigencies of party politics-—in deal- other of our great proconsuls, and the results 
ing with forces- that lie entirely outside the which the Empire has reaped from his work, 
range of-popular knowledge and experience. If thanks to the continuity of that support, should 
is a lesson Winch the British democracy of the teach us how indispensable it is to success. But 
present day should take to heart xThere has if for many y*ars Past he has enjoyed in an ex- 
been no more painful and humiliating chapter in oeptional degree the confidence of the British 
our recent history than our connection with the nation and of its rulers, he too had to conquer it 
tragic events in the Soudan which began with ior himself by perseverance, patience, and self- 
the annihilation of the ill-starred Hicks expedi- restraint. He, like other men, knew moments 
tkm into Kordofan in the autumn of 1883 and o£ disappointment and rebuff, but he never al- 
culminated in the fall of Khartoum and the lowed them to disturb the serenity of his judg- 
death of Gordon in January, 1885. That story ment or to affect the steadfastness of his pur- 
Has never been fully told until today. Lord P°*e- His well-disciplined mind accepted the 
Cromer has for the first time marshalled all the limitations which discipline imposes upon public 
material facts and weighed a|l the evidence servants, however great, in every well-ordered 
with such amplitude and impartiality that the state. Tout vient a point a qui sait attendre, 
final verdict of history must, we believe, be Lord Cromer knew how to wait for his oppor- 
finally pronounced in accordance with this mas- tunities, but waiting did not mean with him 
terly suhiming-up of the case. We can only at inactivity, birt preparation for action. When 
present single out ■ one outstanding feature, his opportunities came, he knew equally bow to 
Two crucial .mistakes were responsible for the act. Pliant on occasion, but indomitably teoa- 
final catastrophe, and both were committed be- cious, he overcome one by one, by sheer force 
cause the British government allowed their bet- o£ character; the manifold difficulties of his 
ter judgment and the informed advice of the Herculean task, because he had ever present in 
man on the spot to be overruled by the clamor his mind the wise maxim of Bacon, which he 
of popular emotion at home. Nothing can be appropriately places at the head of his opening 
more generous than Lord Cromer's apprécia- chapter: “It were good that men in their in- 
tion of the heroic, qualities for which Gordon’s novations would follow
name will always stand in history, but that the itself, which, indeed, innovateth greatly, but 
defects of his qualities were so great as to make quietly, and by degrees scarce to be perceived, 
him wholly unsuited for the delicate mission 4 ■■■ • . It is good also not to try experi-
upon which he was so hastily despatched Lord ments in states except the necessity be urgent, 
Cromer shows on evidence that seems to us or the utility evident; and well to beware that 
absolutely irrefragable. Equally clear does he it be the reformation that draweth on the 
make it that Gordon was selected solely under change, and not the desire of change that pre- 
the pressure of public opinion. That was the tendeth the reformation." 
first and perhaps irreparable mistake. The sec
ond mistake aggravated the first 08e. It was 

• the refusal of the British government to allow
Zobrir S £ ^iwt.ouP}- PSSiHE debate on the Navy Estimates
Zobeir, it will be remembered, had been in his were certainly not very inspiring.
ay a powerful chieftain in the Soudan and a The House was perhaps still some-

mighty slave-hunter, and he was then living in what bewilderd by Mr. Asquith’s
semi-çonfmement m Cairo. His name and fBf truly heroic efforts in the debate on

however, were still a living force in **** Mr. Murray Macdonald’s resolution
the Soudan, which might j|et have stemmed the to reconcile the irreconcileable and to ignore, 
(jevastatmg tide of Mahdusm. There had been though he could not conceal the fundamental 
CorZ £--3betwet-n JS* Gordon but antinomy, which underlies Lord TweedpSSS 
Gordon had a mystic feeling that in such an statement, between the rival claims of economy
extremity he could trust him. At any rate, he and even retrenchment on the one hand and
was willing^ to take^ the risk, and he urged and of national security on the other. For the mo-

” 7 ) , . - " , ----- --. ment the battle is a drawn one. Neither side
n the face of his reiterated appeals, reinforced çan claim a victqry. Economy—Mr. Lee did 

by Lord Cromer s more closely-reasoned argu- not hesitate yesterday to call it "cheeseparing" 
. ments, the British government refused their economy—has prevailed in matters of detail
;> consent, and upheld their refusal, as we now for subject, as we nave already, indicated, to the
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